
Journal Entry (Free response section)

"A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this 
government cannot endure, permanently half slave and half free. 
I do not expect the Union to be dissolved—I do not expect the 
house to fall—but I do expect it will cease to be divided.”
-Abraham Lincoln, 1858

What do you think Lincoln means in this quote? Have there been 
other points in history where “a house divided against itself” posed 
a threat? 



SECESSION CRISIS –
INTRO TO “A NATION 
DIVIDED” CASE STUDY

IB History of the Americas Year 1



IB Syllabus

◦ 8: US Civil War: causes, course and effects (1840–1877)

◦ Reasons for, and effects of, westward expansion and the 
sectional debates; the crises of the 1850s; compromise of 
1850; political developments, including the Lincoln–Douglas 
debates and the presidential election of 1860



Learning Objective

◦ SWBAT examine the breakdown of legislative 
compromise related to westward expansion in 
the antebellum period IOT explore the 
relationship between slavery, expansionism 
and sectionalism that led to the outbreak of 
the Civil War. 



Inquiry

◦What led the states of the 
Lower South to secede 
from the Union in 1860 and 
1861?





Final attempt at 
compromise…
◦ Abraham Lincoln won the presidential election 

in November 1860
◦ Crittenden Compromise (Dec. 1860)– last effort 

by a Constitutional Unionist, John Crittenden of 
Kentucky, to prevent “disunion” and war. 
Proposed amendments that would make 
slavery permanent.
◦ Vehemently opposed by President-elect Lincoln 

◦ On December 20, 1860, South Carolina issued its 
ordinance of secession; by February, six other 
Lower South states had followed her lead.





Secession
◦ Secession is the formal separation from a nation or a 

political unit, such as the withdrawal of states from 
the Union
◦ The idea has its origins in states’ rights theory (Virginia 

and Kentucky Resolutions, Nullification Crisis) – Was 
the USA a united nation or a compact among 
sovereign states?
◦ Most people wanted to avoid secession, or 

“disunion” - the “fire-eaters” represented a fringe 
point of view for most of the 1850s
◦ The Election of 1860 triggered a secession crisis – by 

December 1860, South Carolina would issue its 
ordinance of secession.
◦ Why?



“A Nation Divided” Case 
Each group has two tasks: 
1. Follow the instructions on the sheet given to you to further explore the 

secession crisis. Use the poster paper to capture your group’s ideas. 
2. Then, answer the discussion questions on the Google Doc. You may 

start with Part 1, or focus specifically on the following: Considering the 
events up to 1861, why did democratic governance ultimately fall 
short in this case? Was armed conflict between North and South 
inevitable, or could the political tensions between North and South 
have been managed more effectively in prior years?

On your own, continue reading the case and prepare to answer the rest 
of the discussion questions. 


