
Journal Prompt

u To what extent do people have a responsibility 
to prevent violence when they know or suspect 
it will occur? Refer to one example – historical, 
contemporary, or fictional – in your response. 



Union vs. Confederacy
IB HISTORY OF THE AMERICAS YEAR 1



IB Syllabus

8: US Civil War: causes, course and effects 
(1840–1877)
• Union versus Confederate: strengths and 

weaknesses; economic resources; role and 
significance of leaders during the Civil 
War; role of Lincoln; significant military 
battles/campaigns



Learning 
Objective

u SWBAT describe the key events, issues, and 
individuals related to the Civil War IOT 
evaluate the course and consequences of 
the Civil War. 



Inquiry
u What were the relative advantages 

and disadvantages of the Union and 
Confederacy at the start of the Civil 
War?



Review –
Quizzes + Exam Prompts



Review – Secession Crisis





Final attempt at 
compromise…

u The SPARK
u Abraham Lincoln won the presidential election in 

November 

u Crittenden Compromise (Dec. 1860)– last effort by a 
Constitutional Unionist, John Crittenden of 
Kentucky, to prevent “disunion” and war. Proposed 
amendments that would make slavery permanent.
u Vehemently opposed by President-elect Lincoln 

u On December 20, 1860, South Carolina issued its 
ordinance of secession; by February, six other Lower 
South states had followed her lead.



Secession

u Secession is the formal separation from a nation or a 
political unit, such as the withdrawal of states from 
the Union

u The idea has its origins in states’ rights theory 
(Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions, Nullification 
Crisis) – Was the USA a united nation or a compact 
among sovereign states?

u Most people wanted to avoid secession, or 
“disunion” - the “fire-eaters” represented a fringe 
point of view for most of the 1850s

u The Election of 1860 triggered a secession crisis – by 
December 1860, South Carolina would issue its 
ordinance of secession.

u Why?



“Confederate States of America”

u Ordinances of Secession: 
u Argue that Declaration of Independence created ”free and 

independent states” – interpret this as creating sovereign states 
u Argue that the Constitution protects right to property (referring to 

enslaved people) - Longest grievance: North impeding the 
Fugitive Slave Act 

u Refer explicitly to election of Lincoln as “hostile to the South”, 
“war waged against slavery” – Exaggerating his antislavery views



“Confederate States of America”

“A geographical line has been drawn across the Union, and all the 
States north of that line have united in the election of a man to the 
high office of President of the United States, whose opinions and 
purposes are hostile to slavery. He is to be entrusted with the 
administration of the common Government, because he has 
declared that "Government cannot endure permanently half slave, 
half free," and that the public mind must rest in the belief that 
slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction.”
This excerpt is from the South Carolina ordinance of secession, unanimously approved by the State 
Legislature on December 20, 1860



”Confederate States of America” 

[ Stephens describes Thomas Jefferson’s belief that slavery would die out 
over time, then says…] 
“Our new government is founded upon exactly the opposite idea; its 
foundations are laid, as its cornerstone rests, upon the great truth that 
the Negro is not equal to the white man; that slavery – subordination to 
the superior race – is his natural and normal condition. 
This, our new government, is the first, in the history of the world, based 
upon this great physical, philosophical, and moral truth.” 

Excerpt from Alexander H. Stephens (from GA, vice-president of the CSA) “Cornerstone Speech”, 
March 21, 1861. 



Lincoln’s 1st Inaugural Address

“In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-
countrymen, and not in mine, is the 
momentous issue of civil war. The Government 
will not assail you. You can have no conflict 
without being yourselves the aggressors. You 
have no oath registered in heaven to destroy 
the Government, while I shall have the most 
solemn one to ‘preserve, protect, and defend 
it.'”

Abraham Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address, March 4, 
1861



Fort Sumter – April 12, 1861

u Charleston Harbor, South Carolina (April 
1861)

u Federal fort is surrendered to the 
Confederacy. 1st battle of the Civil War.

u Consequence: 
u Lincoln issued a Call to Arms three days 

later, calling for the recruitment of Union 
troops. 

u This was followed by a second wave of 
secession. 





Virginia Joins the Confederacy
April 17, 1861

u Virginia joins the 
Confederate States 
of America.

u Richmond becomes the 
Capital of the 
Confederacy





“Call to Arms” 

uhttps://youtu.be/nsP_Uqk-uQw

uWhy did men enlist?  

https://youtu.be/nsP_Uqk-uQw


The Civil War Begins



Based on what you know now, 
who had the advantage at the 
beginning of the Civil War? The
Union or the Confederacy?









Vocabulary of War



Belligerent

u A nation or person engaged 
in war or conflict, as 
recognized by international 
law.

United States of America Confederate States of 
America



Mobilization

u The business of preparing a 
country for war, for example, 
calling up troops and supplying 
them with weapons and 
training. 



Conscription

u The draft; compulsory enlistment 
in military service 

u Militia draft – conscription of 
men in the state militias 



Guerrilla war

u A type of warfare in which small bands of 
men, often not regular troops, harass 
enemy forces (for example, by attacking 
outposts, patrols and supply lines) and 
then return to homes and hideouts until 
called out to fight again.



Deserter

u A person who leaves the armed forces 
without permission

Execution of a deserter in Virginia



Infantry

uSoldiers marching or 
fighting on foot

85th Indiana Infantry Regiment, 1864



Artillery

u Large-caliber guns used in 
warfare on land (also: 
cannon, battery, 
ordnance, “big guns”)



Arsenal

u A place where weapons 
and military equipment are 
stored or made

Workers at 
a northern 
arsenal



Siege

u A military operation in which enemy 
forces surround a town or building, 
cutting off essential supplies, with 
the aim of compelling the surrender 
of those inside.

Siege at Vicksburg, MS (1863)



War of 
attrition

u A conflict where each side tries 
to wear down the strength, 
morale and/or resources of the 
enemy. 



Total war

u A war in which both sides try to employ all 
their manpower and material resources to 
defeat the enemy, thus affecting the lives 
of virtually all citizens (including civilians).



Historical Debate

u The first modern war??
u Approx. 3 out of 10 people 

fought
u Total war, society vs. 

society
u Industrialization
u But … primitive medical 

care
u Political leadership = 

crucial 


