
Journal Prompt (Source analysis –
green section)

Listen to “John Brown’s Body” and read the 
description/lyrics.
How do you think the lyrics of the John Brown version of this 
song inspired Union soldiers? Cite at least three specific 
lines to support your answer.
According to the lyrics, who was John Brown fighting for? 

https://youtu.be/Il2qwO7WvUQ
(The link to read the lyrics is posted on Classroom under 
”1.16 Emancipation”) 



Emancipation
IB HISTORY OF THE AMERICAS YEAR 1



IB Syllabus

8: US Civil War: causes, course and effects (1840–
1877)

Factors affecting the outcome of the Civil War; 
the role of foreign relations; the Emancipation 
Proclamation (1863) and participation of African 
Americans in the Civil War



Learning 
Objective

SWBAT describe the key events, issues, and 
individuals related to the Civil War IOT evaluate 
the course and consequences of the Civil War. 



Inquiry What impact did African Americans have on the 
outcome of the Civil War?



Lincoln’s First Inaugural 
Address, March 1861

“I have no purpose, directly or 
indirectly, to interfere with the 
institution of slavery in the 
States where it exists. I believe 
I have no lawful right to do so, 
and I have no inclination to
do so.”



Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address, November 1863

“It is rather for us to be here dedicated 
to the great task remaining before us --
that from these honored dead we take 
increased devotion to that cause for 
which they gave the last full measure of 
devotion -- that we here highly resolve 
that these dead shall not have died in 
vain -- that this nation, under God, shall 
have a new birth of freedom -- and that 
government of the people, by the 
people, for the people, shall not perish 
from the earth.”



Lincoln’s Second Inaugural 
Address, April 1865
“Fondly do we hope -- fervently do we 
pray -- that this mighty scourge of war 
may speedily pass away. Yet, if God 
wills that it continue, until all the wealth 
piled by the bond-man's two hundred 
and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be 
sunk, and until every drop of blood 
drawn with the lash, shall be paid by 
another drawn with the sword, as was 
said three thousand years ago, so still it 
must be said ‘the judgments of the 
Lord, are true and righteous 
altogether.’”



Lincoln and the Slavery 
Question
u In 1861, Lincoln did not want to alienate 

Northern Democrats or the border states.
u Radical Republicans – faction within the 

Republican party
u Goals: to abolish slavery and establish a new 

order in the South
u Pushed Lincoln to support emancipation (the 

process of setting people free from slavery)

u By 1862, Lincoln was considering gradual 
emancipation with compensation to slave 
owners, and colonization. 

Charles Sumner, Radical Republican



“Contrabands of war” & self-emancipation

In the summer of 
1862, enslaved 
people cross into 
Federal lines 
seeking freedom. 
Over the course of 
the Civil War, US 
policy and war 
aims evolved, 
ultimately to 
include the 
abolition of 
slavery.



Contraband Camps

Group of "contrabands," people who had 
escaped slavery during the Civil War at 
Cumberland Landing, Virginia, 1862. 
Photographer James F. Gibson.

Refugee camp in Hampton, VA.



Turning Point – Battle of 
Antietam

u Bloodiest day of the Civil War – a 
narrow Union victory

u September 22, 1862 – a 
preliminary version of the 
Emancipation Proclamation was 
issued, to take effect January 1, 
1863.



The Emancipation Proclamation 

Task: 
On your paper, highlight two things the proclamation DOES, and underline
one thing it DOES NOT do. 
With your group, discuss and collect your thoughts on the mini white board: 
u Upon what authority does Lincoln issue this proclamation?
u Why is emancipation proclaimed as a “fit and necessary war measure”?
u Why is geographic location significant? 
u What does Lincoln encourage freed people to do and to refrain from 

doing?
u Comment on the limits of the proclamation. 



Effects of the 
Emancipation 
Proclamation:
u Eliminates the chance that Britain would 

intervene on behalf of the Confederacy
u Encouraged enslaved people to flee to Union 

lines à manpower shortage in the 
Confederacy

u Opened the door to the 13th Amendment (full 
abolition of slavery)

u Led to the recruitment of Black soldiers



How did the Emancipation Proclamation open 
the door for African American involvement in 
the Civil War?
u https://youtu.be/_NgdnsjPFNE

uListen for and note: 
uSusie King Taylor
uUnion spies
uCombahee River Raid

https://youtu.be/_NgdnsjPFNE


The role of 
abolitionist agitation

u Female abolitionists lobbied and petitioned for 
a Constitutional amendment to ban slavery

u Frederick Douglass – meets with Lincoln in the 
White House in August 1863
u Previous tension w/ Lincoln – disagreed with 

Lincoln’s support of colonization schemes
u Protested pay gap and discrimination 

against Black Union soldiers
u Met twice more before Lincoln’s 

assassination 



African 
Americans in 
the War Effort

u The Emancipation Proclamation 
led to a huge influx of Black 
recruits to the Union army

u About 33,000 free Blacks from 
the North; about 100,000 
former slaves recruited from 
the Confederacy

u Racial discrimination in the Union 
army:
u Segregated units with white 

officers
u Lower pay until 1864
u Brutal treatment by 

Confederate troops



Black Union Soldiers

u https://youtu.be/q_0tD7-FTEI

The Massachusetts 54th Regiment storming Ft. Wagner. 

https://youtu.be/q_0tD7-FTEI


Significance of African American 
Participation in the Civil War

u Bolstered Black pride
u Assumption of U.S. citizenship – indirectly 

leads to 14th Amendment
u Participation came at a critical time in the 

war effort and was one factor contributing 
to Union victory

“Once let the black man get upon his person 
the brass letters US, let him get an eagle on his 
buttons, and a musket on his shoulder… there 
is no power on earth which can deny that he 
has earned the right to citizenship in the United 
States.”
– Frederick Douglass 4th U.S. Colored Infantry, defending forces of Washington, D.C.



BY MANISHA SINHA

“African 
Americans and 
Emancipation” 


