
“It is through our names that we first place 
ourselves in the world. Our names, being the gift of 
others, must be made our own… They must become 
our masks and our shields and the containers of all 
those values and traditions which we learn and/or 
imagine as being the meaning of our familial past.” 

- Ralph Ellison

Reflect on this quote and how it relates to your thinking 
and knowledge about your own name. 



PRESIDENTIAL RECONSTRUCTION 
(1865 – 1866)

IB History of the Americas Year 1



IB SYLLABUS

8: US Civil War: causes, course and effects (1840–
1877)

Reconstruction: presidential and congressional plans; 
methods of southern resistance; economic, social and 
political successes and failures



LEARNING OBJECTIVE

SWBAT compare and contrast Presidential 
and Congressional Reconstruction IOT assess 
the legal, political, and social dimensions of 
Reconstruction.



INQUIRY

•What were the competing political plans 
for reconstructing the defeated 
Confederacy?



LINCOLN’S 
SECOND 

INAUGURAL 
ADDRESS
MARCH 4, 

1865

One-eighth of the whole population were 
colored slaves, not distributed generally over the 
Union, but localized in the southern part of it. 
These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful 
interest. All knew that this interest was somehow 
the cause of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, 
and extend this interest was the object for 
which the insurgents would rend the Union even 
by war, while the Government claimed no right 
to do more than to restrict the territorial 
enlargement of it.



LINCOLN’S 
SECOND 

INAUGURAL 
ADDRESS
MARCH 4, 

1865

Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that 
this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass 
away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the 
wealth piled by the bondsman’s two hundred 
and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, 
and until every drop of blood drawn with the 
lash shall be paid by another drawn with the 
sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so 
still it must be said “the judgments of the Lord 
are true and righteous altogether.”



LINCOLN’S 
SECOND 

INAUGURAL 
ADDRESS
MARCH 4, 

1865

With malice toward none, with charity for all, 
with firmness in the right as God gives us to see 
the right, let us strive on to finish the work we 
are in, to bind up the nation’s wounds, to care 
for him who shall have borne the battle and for 
his widow and his orphan, to do all which may 
achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace 
among ourselves and with all nations.



THE MEANING OF 
FREEDOM

•Choosing a name
•Migration to cities
• Family
•Black churches and 
education
• Land & labor



BEGINNINGS OF 
RECONSTRUCTION



JANUARY 1863 – EMANCIPATION 
PROCLAMATION



DECEMBER 1863 – LINCOLN’S TEN 
PERCENT PLAN

Proclamation of Amnesty and 
Reconstruction (1863) proposed by 
Abraham Lincoln; set parameters for 
readmission of Confederate states

1. States had to ratify the proposed 13th
Amendment

2. States had to repudiate (reject) secession

3. 10% of voters in the state had to take Oath 
of Allegiance 



JULY 2, 1864 - WADE-DAVIS BILL

Proposed by Radical Republicans
1. States had to ratify the proposed 13th

Amendment

2. 50% of voters in the state had to swear oath of 
loyalty to the United States

3. States must submit new state constitutions

4. Guaranteed equality before the law to former 
slaves



JANUARY 1865 - SPECIAL 
FIELD ORDER 15

• Issued by Gen. William Tecumseh 
Sherman after “March to the Sea”

• Set aside land in Georgia and South 
Carolina for resettlement by former 
slaves

• Each family would receive “40 acres and a 
mule”



MARCH 1865 - FREEDMEN’S BUREAU

• Relief agency established by Congress 
• Full name: Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and 

Abandoned Lands

• Provided food, clothing, shelter, and medical 
assistance

• Established public schools 

• Also tasked with managing abandoned lands

• Goal: to ease transition from enslavement to 
freedom



SURRENDER 
AT 

APPOMATTOX 
COURTHOUSE 

– APRIL  9 , 
1865



APRIL 14, 1865 -
LINCOLN’  

ASSASSINATION

• Ford’s Theater in 
Washington, D.C.

• Replaced by his VP 
Andrew Johnson 





DECEMBER 18, 1865 - THE THIRTEENTH 
AMENDMENT

Section 1.

• Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2.

• Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.



PRESIDENTIAL RECONSTRUCTION



ANDREW JOHNSON

• Democrat from Tennessee 

• Viewed the planter aristocracy with contempt 
and remained loyal to the Union

• Nominated as VP alongside Lincoln in 1864 –
“National Union” ticket

• White supremacist – little concern for the 
needs or rights of freedpeople

• Announced his Reconstruction plan May 1865, 
when Congress was in recess



“THE UNION AS IT WAS”



“BLACK CODES”

• By fall 1865, most Southern 
legislatures passed laws restricting 
the rights of Southern Blacks 

• Required annual labor contracts, 
or risk fines or imprisonment

• “Slavery by another name” – many 
had no choice but sign 
sharecropping contracts



SHARECROPPING

• Labor system whereby land 
owners furnished laborers with a 
house, farm animals, tools, and 
credit in exchange for a share of 
the laborer’s crop

• Often led to cycle of debt – “debt 
peonage”






