
History Journal 
(Free response)
Can we reasonably say a historical 
event was “inevitable”? Why or why 
not? Explain using at least one 
example.
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Paper 3, Section 8 –
US Civil War: causes, course and 

effects (1840-1877)
This section focuses on the US Civil War between the 
North and the South (1861–1865), which is often 
perceived as the great watershed in the history of the 
United States. It transformed the country forever, but the 
war created a new set of problems: how would the 
country be reunited? How would the South rebuild its 
society and economy? How would the four million freed 
former slaves fit into society?
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Questions Raised by the US 
Civil War

•What should be the 
balance of power 
between local authority 
and the national 
government? 

•Who is entitled to 
American citizenship? 

•What are the concrete 
meanings of freedom 
and equality in the 
United States?



Excerpts from “Out of War, A New 
Nation” by James M. McPherson

McPherson, James M. ”Out of War, a New Nation." Prologue, vol. 42, no. 1, Spring 2010, 
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2010/spring/newnation.html.

James McPherson is professor emeritus of history at Princeton University and is one of the 
nation’s foremost Civil War historians. Prologue is a quarterly magazine published by the 
U.S. National Archives and Records Administration (NARA).



Key concept: Consequence
• Ends with the preservation of the Union and the destruction of 

slavery

• Permanently shaped the course of future development –
followed by rapid industrialization

• 700,000 or so combatants who perished in the conflict nearly 
outnumber those who died in all other American wars 
combined

“The United States went to war in 1861 to preserve the Union; it 
emerged from the war in 1865 having created a nation.” 
– Civil War historian James M. McPherson 



Civil War?
• A war between 

citizens of the 
same country
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THE GREAT 
EXPERIMENT?

What do these images demonstrate about the early 
republic? Do the images suggest any sources of conflict?













Unit 1
1.Contextualization – American slavery, antebellum 

politics, abolitionist movements
2.Events leading to the Civil War (1840s-50s)
3.Course of the Civil War (1861-65)
4.Reconstruction (1865-1877)

• How would the country be reunited? 
• How would the South rebuild its society and economy? 
• How would the four million freed former slaves fit into society?


