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IB SYLLABUS

8: US Civil War: causes, course and effects (1840–1877)

Reconstruction: presidential and congressional plans; methods of 
southern resistance; economic, social and political successes and 
failures



LEARNING OBJECTIVE

• SWBAT compare and contrast Presidential 
and Congressional Reconstruction IOT 
assess the legal, political, and social 
dimensions of Reconstruction.



INQUIRY

What were the competing political 
plans for reconstructing the defeated 
Confederacy?



“THE WHOLE FABRIC OF 
SOUTHERN SOCIETY MUST BE 

CHANGED, AND NEVER CAN IT 
BE DONE IF THIS OPPORTUNITY

IS LOST. WITHOUT THIS, THIS 
GOVERNMENT CAN NEVER BE, AS 

IT NEVER HAS BEEN, A TRUE 
REPUBLIC.”

-Representative Thaddeus Stevens (Radical Republican)



RADICAL 
RECONSTRUCTION

• Led by Radical Republicans. Main goal: 
Black suffrage (voting rights)

• Conflict erupted between Pres. Johnson 
and the majority Republican Congress 
in December 1865

• Early 1866 – Congress passed two bills
• Civil Rights of 1866

• Extension of the Freedmen’s Bureau 

• Both were vetoed by Johnson –
Moderates and Radicals united to 
override the veto and pass the Civil 
Rights Act of 1866





CIVIL 
RIGHTS 
ACT OF 

1866

• Created a national definition of 
citizenship as someone born or 
naturalized in the U.S. (excludes 
Native Americans)
• Principle of equality before the 

law applies to all citizens
• Protects the rights of free labor 

for all citizens
• Becomes the blueprint for the 

14thAmendment



FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT 
(1868)



RECONSTRUCTION ACTS OF 1867





JOHNSON’S IMPEACHMENT

• For violation of Tenure of Office 
Act (1867): any officeholder 
appointed by the President could not 
be removed until Senate approved a 
replacement

• Underlying reason: his opposition 
to the Reconstruction Acts



FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT (1869) 



FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT (1870)

Universal manhood suffrage

Readmission of former Confederate 
states complete after its ratification

African American political activism



Presidential Reconstruction
(Johnson’s Plan, 1865)

Congressional Reconstruction
(Radical Reconstruction 1867)

• Amnesty and pardon to all Confederates who 
pledged loyalty to the Union and agreed with 
emancipation
• Many Conf. officials and wealthy planters excluded 
– but could apply for personal pardon (90% of these 
would be pardoned)
• By Fall ,1865,  10/11 Conf. states could reenter 
Union
• White supremacist – opposed political rights for 
freedmen
• Used term “Restoration” rather than 
“Reconstruction”

• Divided South into 5 military districts subject to 
martial law

• Southern states had to draft new constitutions, 
guarantee black suffrage, and ratify the 14th
Amendment – to be eligible for readmission

• Passed over Johnson’s veto
• Also invalidated governments established by 

Johnson, required oath of loyalty



“INTERRACIAL DEMOCRACY”



“THE RADICAL TRIUMPH 
OF 1867”

• In 1868, South Carolina had the 
first state legislature with a black 
majority. This image includes 63 of 
the legislature’s members, and it 
was distributed throughout South 
Carolina by opponents of Radical 
Reconstruction.




