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IB SYLLABUS

8: US Civil War: causes, course and effects (1840–
1877)
Reconstruction: presidential and congressional plans; 
methods of southern resistance; economic, social and 
political successes and failures



LEARNING OBJECTIVE

SWBAT compare and contrast Presidential and 
Congressional Reconstruction IOT assess the legal, 
political, and social dimensions of Reconstruction.



INQUIRY

How does our experience and memory 
of the past affect our choices and beliefs 
in the present?



MEMORY



HISTORIOGRAPHY 

The way that historians have remembered, 
written about, interpreted, and taught 
about specific historical eras and events through 
the generations. When one studies the 
historiography of a particular era, one especially 
focuses on the way that the memories and 
interpretations of that era have changed.

The way a society understands its history can 
reinforce the existence of “in” groups and “out” 
groups in the present. 



VIDEO – “A 
CONTESTED 

HISTORY” 

Answer the following in your notebook as 
you watch the video, and be prepared to 
discuss: 

• Why is the historiography of 
Reconstruction so passionately 
contested?

• How and why has the 
historiography of Reconstruction 
changed over the past 150 years?



THE POWER OF MYTH

• Historiography – the Dunning School: a school of thought that dominated 
the historical understanding of the Reconstruction Era between about 1900-
1930
• W.A. Dunning and his followers characterized black suffrage as a serious mistake and 

emphasized political corruption during Reconstruction

• Popularized terms “carpetbaggers” and “scalawags”

• This further supported Southern conservatism and the Redeemers, and entrenched white 
supremacy in historical scholarship

• Challenged by later historians – W.E.B. Du Bois, Eric Foner, etc. 



RACIST IDEOLOGY AND THE LOST 
CAUSE

• Racism fueled by racist stereotypes and representation in popular 
culture

• E.g.Thomas Dixon’s novel The Clansman (1905) , made into 
popular film Birth of a Nation (1915) – both book and film 
depicted the Ku Klux Klan as heroes; responsible for the revival of 
the KKK in the 20th century

• “Lost Cause” ideology – pseudohistorical ideology that 
emphasizes “states’ rights” as the primary reason for the Civil War 
and denies slavery as a cause
• Takes a nostalgic view of the antebellum period

• Cited by segregationists in 20th century 



LEGACY







SHIFTING 
PUBLIC 

OPINION 
IN THE 
NORTH

•Dissipation of ”war fever” 
following the Civil War

• Explosion of corruption in 
politics 
• Economic depression of 1873

• Racism prevented white 
Northerners from embracing 
African American inclusion in 
politics 



END OF RECONSTRUCTION

• Compromise of 1877- Compromise 
between Democrats and Republicans in 
which Congress awarded the presidency to 
Rutherford B. Hayes (R) in exchange for:
• Withdrawing federal troops from the South
• Appointing a Southerner to Cabinet
• Appropriating money for internal improvements 

in South

This marks the end of Radical 
Reconstruction. 



“REDEEMERS”, 1870S-1910S

• “Redeemer” governments – Southern faction of 
the pro-business, conservative Bourbon Democrats. 
Dominated southern politics from 1870s – 1910s

• Represented rich former planters and the southern 
white elite

• Supported by terrorism from KKK and White League, 
who used violence and intimidation to suppress 
Republican influence and the black vote 

• Disenfranchisement – Black vote further limited by 
poll taxes, literacy tests, grandfather clauses



“JIM CROW” ERA, 1877-1965

• Jim Crow Laws – state and local laws that enforced racial segregation 
in the Southern United States following Reconstruction

• Facilities, services, and opportunities such as education and health 
care were segregated ; Touched every aspect of everyday lives

• Enforced until 1965

• Jim Crow system maintained by violence–

• Blacks had little to no legal recourse – legal system entirely controlled 
by whites (police, judges, juries, prosecutors, etc.)

• Supreme Court case Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) –
• Significance – Legitimized state laws that established racial segregation 
• Between 1890 – 1908, southern states passed new state constitutions 

that further disenfranchised blacks and upheld Jim Crow system
• Was not reversed until 1954, in Brown v. Board of Education of 

Topeka, Kansas


