
History Journal (Free 
response)

What are the characteristics of a 
democracy? To what extent was the US a 
democracy in its first half-century?



ANTEBELLUM 
COTTON ECONOMY 

& SLAVERY
IB History of the Americas Year 1



IB Syllabus
8: US Civil War: causes, course and effects (1840–1877)

• Slavery: cotton economy and slavery; conditions of 
enslavement; adaptation and resistance; abolitionist debate—
ideological, legal, religious and economic arguments for and 
against slavery, and their impact



Learning Objective

◦SWBAT identify the legal, economic, and 
political arguments surrounding the issue of 
slavery in the antebellum period IOT 
examine the origins of the Civil War. 



Inquiry

What was the nature of the “peculiar 
institution”?



Chronology

◦ 1819–20: Missouri Compromise (also known as the 
Compromise of 1820). Missouri admitted to union as 
slave state, Maine as free state, and 36’30’ line going 
west to henceforth demarcate boundary between 
future free and slave states. 

◦ 1828–32: Nullification Controversy. South Carolina 
threatens to leave Union over tariff policy, then relents 
in the face of possible military retaliation by President 
Andrew Jackson’s administration. 

◦ 1831: First abolitionist newspaper, The Liberator, 
founded. Nat Turner slave insurrection. Virginia 
legislature debates, and rejects, emancipation 
proposals. 

◦ 1836–44: US House imposes ‘‘gag rule’’ forbidding 
discussion of slavery.



Slave Concentration, 1820



Slave Concentration, 1860



Interactive Map Link
◦ Take a few minutes to move the sliders on the 
interactive map “The Spread of Cotton and Slavery” 
and on the graph “The Economics of Cotton.” 
◦ Think, then share: 
◦What trends do you observe? 



REVIEW – SLAVERY IN 
THE COLONIAL ERA

o Chattel slavery
o Slave codes –
included laws that 
said children born 
into bondage 
inherited the status 
of the mother, 
contrary to English 
law
o Indigenous people 
were also enslaved, 
e.g. South Carolina 
Indian slave trade
o Slavery was central 
to the growth of the 
colonial economy



REVIEW – SLAVERY 
IN THE EARLY 
REPUBLIC

• The promise of equality and liberty in the 
Declaration of Independence did not extend to 
any enslaved people.
• Protections for slavery were embedded in the 
founding documents and enslavers would 
dominate the federal government
•By 1804, all northern states had abolished slavery 
or were in the process of gradual emancipation. 
• Emancipation in the north was accompanied by 
racial prejudice. 
• Slavery was central to the growth of the nation’s 
economy



”American slavery”
◦ By 1820s – slavery nearly extinct in north – but northern businesses, 

insurance companies, and shipping benefitted from slavery 
◦Market Revolution à shift to national markets
◦ Rhetoric in defense of slavery shifts in the antebellum period from 

“necessary evil” to “positive good” –
◦ As cotton production grew, the defense of slavery by Southern slaveholders 

also intensified

“No, you dare not make war on cotton. No power on earth dares to make 
war upon it. Cotton is king.” 
South Carolina Senator James Henry Hammond, 1858



“King Cotton”
§ Slavery expands rapidly in first 

half of the 19th century because 
of new developments:

1. Invention of the cotton gin (Eli 
Whitney, 1793)

2. Industrial Revolution / Market 
Revolution

3. Westward expansion/ seizure 
of land from indigenous
people

§ Expansion was accompanied 
by a growing concentration of 
enslaved people on large 
plantations





The Internal 
Slave Trade
• 1808 – Congress ended legal 

participation in the international 
slave trade but an internal slave 
trade continued
• “Second Middle Passage” –

domestic slave trade and forced 
migration of enslaved people to 
the Lower South
• A complex economic structure 

emerged to support the internal 
slave trade, including banks, 
insurance companies, and 
auction houses



“The South”
or “Souths”?
◦ There were significant 

differences between 
the Upper South and 
Lower South
◦ Slavery was 

concentrated in the 
Lower South
◦ Yeoman farmers 

(independent farmers) 
more common in Upper 
South





Gang 
Labor 

System





Five generations on 
Smith's Plantation, 

Beaufort, South Carolina
1862, photographed by 

Timothy O’Sullivan
(Library of Congress) 





Edward Ayers on the shifting, varying 
experiences of enslaved people
◦ https://youtu.be/onHR_3fOVt8

Age Gender Geography Other factors

As you watch, take notes on the ways in which the experiences of enslaved people varied.

https://youtu.be/onHR_3fOVt8
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