
SUPPORTERS & 
OPPONENTS OF 

SLAVERY
IB History of  the Americas



IB Syllabus

8: US Civil War: causes, course and effects (1840–1877)
Slavery: cotton economy and slavery; conditions of  enslavement; 
adaptation and resistance; abolitionist debate—ideological, legal, 
religious and economic arguments for and against slavery, and their 
impact 



Learning Objective

◦SWBAT identify the legal, economic, and 
political arguments surrounding the issue of  
slavery in the antebellum period IOT examine 
the origins of  the Civil War. 



Inquiry

◦How did enslaved people resist their 
enslavement?

◦What actions were taken by abolitionists in the 
fight against slavery?



Sample IB Exam Question

Examine the ways in which supporters and 
opponents of  slavery in the 19th century used 
legal, religious and economic arguments. 



Review – Primary Sources 

Solomon Northup’s Twelve Years a Slave
“The same man also purchased Randall. The little fellow was made to 
jump, and run across the floor, and perform many other feats, 
exhibiting his activity and condition. All the time the trade was going 
on, Eliza was crying aloud, and wringing her hands.
She besought the man not to buy [her son], unless he also bought 
herself  and Emily [her daughter]. She promised, in that case, to be the 
most faithful slave that ever lived."



Sale of  Estates, Pictures and 
Slaves in the Rotunda, New 
Orleans
by William Henry Brooke, 
engraver
hand-colored engraving 
from The Slave States of  
America, vol. 1
London: Fisher and Son, 1842



Review – Primary Sources 

Sarah Frances Shaw Graves, Federal Writers’ Project interview
"Yes'm. Allotted? Yes'm. I'm goin' to explain that, " she replied. "You 
see there was slave traders in those days, jes' like you got horse and 
mule an' auto traders now. They bought and sold slaves and hired 'em
out. Yes'm, rented 'em out. Allotted means somethin' like hired out. But 
the slave never got no wages. That all went to the master. The man they 
was allotted to paid the master."



Sarah Frances Shaw 
Graves, photographed 
at age 87 by the Slave 
Narrative Project of  the 
Federal Writer’s Project 
in 1937.



Review – Primary Sources 

Frederick Douglass, 1882 autobiography 
“Master Hugh was astounded beyond measure, and probably for the 
first time proceeded to unfold to his wife the true philosophy of  the 
slave system, and the peculiar rules necessary in the nature of  the case 
to be observed in the management of  human chattels. Of  course, he 
forbade her to give me any further instruction, telling her in the first 
place that to do so was unlawful, as it was also unsafe.”



A daguerreotype of  
Frederick Douglass, the 
most photographed man 
in 19th century America, 
by Samuel Miller, about 
1847-1852. 



The Pro-Slavery Defense
◦ From “necessary evil” to “positive good” –

◦ As cotton production grew, the defense of  slavery by Southern slaveholders 
also intensified

◦ Around American Revolution – ambivalence over slavery’s future; discomfort 
with contradictions between slavery and revolutionary ideals

◦ By 1830s – Cotton and slavery spreading, amassing huge profits. 
◦ Planter paternalism – the belief  that enslaved people were under the “care” 

of  a master; rooted in racist beliefs

“I hold that in the present state of  civilization, the relation now existing in the slave-holding states 
between the two [races] is, instead of  an evil, a good – a positive good.” – John C. Calhoun





“Gordon Under Medical 
Inspection” (1863) –
photographs like this were 
distributed by abolitionists to 
demonstrate the violence of  
slavery, in direct contradiction 
of  the “planter paternalism” 
argument. 



“Perfect equilibrium” in antebellum politics
Politicians aimed to maintain a 
“perfect equilibrium” on the 
issue of  slavery in several ways:
1. Maintain an equal number of  

slave and free states (Missouri 
Compromise)

2. Congressional “gag rule”
(1836-1844) – prohibited the 
discussion of  anti-slavery 
petitions in the House of  
Representatives

3. Legislative compromise 



RESISTANCE 
AGAINST SLAVERY



Culture and 
Resistance
• Enslaved people resisted slavery in ways that 

ranged from violence to smaller, everyday means 
of  asserting their humanity and opposing the 
wishes and interests of  their enslavers

• Violent rebellions were rare compared to elsewhere 
in the Americas

• Learning to read and write were acts of  rebellion

• Family and extended kinship ties – another 
everyday means of  resistance and survival

• Religion, music, and the retention of  cultural 
practices rooted in Africa functioned as a form of  
resistance for the enslaved



Resistance Against 
Slavery
◦ Everyday forms of  resistance were common, such 

as faking illness, breaking tools, working slowly, or 
running away
◦ An assertion of  one’s humanity

◦ Running away, sometimes for short periods, and 
forming “maroon” communities (marronage) 

◦ Violent rebellion was relatively rare, but there are 
some notable examples
◦ Historians are still learning about slave rebellions





NBC Learn “Nat Turner’s Rebellion”

◦https://youtu.be/00Ob6Gyz_Iw

https://youtu.be/00Ob6Gyz_Iw


Nat Turner’s Revolt 
(1831)
◦ Slave rebellion in Southampton County, Virginia in 1831 led by a young preacher 

named Nat Turner
◦ The bloodiest slave rebellion in US history
◦ 55 whites killed, slaveowners and their families
◦ Ended with the capture of  Nat Turner and violent retaliation, including the killing 

of  hundreds of  Blacks in the region

◦ Significance: After the rebellion…
◦ enslaved and free Black people were prohibited from holding or attending 

religious assemblies without white supervision
◦ many Southern states also tightened laws against teaching enslaved people to read 

and write 
◦ many Southern states further restricted the liberties and movement of  free Blacks
◦ Southerners intensified defense of  slavery as a “positive good” around this 

period



The Underground 
Railroad
§Underground Railroad – network of  routes and 

safehouses guiding “fugitive” slaves to freedom 

§Helped between 30,000 – 100,00 people escape 
from slavery

§Participants included free Blacks, abolitionists and 
Quakers

§ Harriet Tubman – “Moses”; 13 rescue 
missions, most successful “conductor”





Chronology

◦ 1819–20: Missouri Compromise (also known as the 
Compromise of 1820). Missouri admitted to union as 
slave state, Maine as free state, and 36’30’ line going 
west to henceforth demarcate boundary between 
future free and slave states. 

◦ 1828–32: Nullification Controversy. South Carolina 
threatens to leave Union over tariff policy, then relents 
in the face of possible military retaliation by President 
Andrew Jackson’s administration. 

◦ 1831: First abolitionist newspaper, The Liberator, 
founded. Nat Turner slave insurrection. Virginia 
legislature debates, and rejects, emancipation 
proposals. 

◦ 1836–44: US House imposes ‘‘gag rule’’ forbidding 
discussion of slavery.



Lesson Vocabulary

◦ Nat Turner’s Rebellion
◦ Underground Railroad
◦ Abolitionists

◦ The Liberator
◦ North Star
◦ Second Great Awakening
◦ American Colonization Society

◦ American Anti-Slavery Society
◦ Immediatists
◦ Gradualists 

◦ Manumission 


