
History Journal (Free response)

See Google Classroom for the source. 
Source Information: Excerpt from “What to the slave is the Fourth 
of  July?” Frederick Douglass delivered this speech on July 5, 
1852, at an Independence Day celebration in Rochester, New 
York. 
Question/ Prompt: What feelings is Douglass appealing to in his 
audience in the first part of  the excerpt? Why do you think 
Douglass concludes on an optimistic note for Black Americans?
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IB Syllabus

8: US Civil War: causes, course and effects (1840–1877)
Slavery: cotton economy and slavery; conditions of  enslavement; 
adaptation and resistance; abolitionist debate—ideological, legal, 
religious and economic arguments for and against slavery, and their 
impact 



Learning Objective

◦SWBAT identify the legal, economic, and 
political arguments surrounding the issue of  
slavery in the antebellum period IOT examine 
the origins of  the Civil War. 



Inquiry

◦What actions were taken by abolitionists in the 
fight against slavery?



Why did the abolitionist movement take off  
in the 1830s? 
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Why did the abolitionist 
movement take off  in the 
1830s? 
◦ Impact of  the Market Revolution and the cotton boom 

creates a sharp sectional divide
◦ Slavery brought to light contradictions in American life –

How do you reconcile its existence with ideals of  freedom 
and democracy?

◦ The Second Great Awakening – a Protestant religious 
revival that led to rising church membership by the 1820s
◦ The intense religious fervor of  the era stimulated a series of  

reform movements – based on the idea that Christian 
teachings could resolve social problems.

◦ David Walker’s Appeal and its call to action marks the 
beginning of  the modern abolitionist movement –
Immediatist rather than gradualist



The American Anti-Slavery Society
◦ Founded in 1833 by William Lloyd Garrison 

and Arthur Tappan 

◦ Frederick Douglass was also a frequent 
speaker and leader

◦ About 200 branches; approx. 150-200,000 
members

◦ From AASS Constitution’s Preamble, which 
states the goals of  the society: “This doesn't call 
for violent force but for peaceful persuasion in the 
arguments against slavery and the unequal treatment 
of  people of  color.”



The Underground 
Railroad
§Underground Railroad – network of  routes and 

safehouses guiding “fugitive” slaves to freedom 

§Helped between 30,000 – 100,00 people escape 
from slavery

§Participants included free Blacks, abolitionists and 
Quakers

§ Harriet Tubman – “Moses”; 13 rescue 
missions, most successful “conductor”





Examples of  Strategies Used by Abolitionists

Publication of  
newspapers, book, 

and pamphlets
Petitioning the 
government 

Publication of  slave 
narratives (e.g.

Twelve Years a Slave)

Publication of  
novels, poems, 

literature (e.g. Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin)

Participation in the 
Underground 

Railroad

Participation in 
vigilance 

committees
Involvement in anti-

slavery societies

Public speaking 
engagements; 

persuasive speeches; 
speaking at churches

Recruitment Funding anti-slavery 
efforts

Militant 
abolitionism (e.g.

John Brown)

Legal support for 
fugitive slaves (e.g.

Anthony Burns 
case)

Civil disobedience 



Comparison – Tactics/ approaches to ending slavery
How did formerly enslaved people play a critical role in the 

abolitionist movement? 
Sojourner Truth

https://youtu.be/0
sn8CUyvG2k

Henry “Box” Brown

https://youtu.be/3LhTLaNwELU

https://youtu.be/0sn8CUyvG2k
https://youtu.be/3LhTLaNwELU


AMERICAN ANTI-
SLAVERY SOCIETY 

SITUATIONS



Situation 1 (1833) 

Will the American Anti-
Slavery Society contribute 
funds for colonization and 
allow its name to be used in 
this effort?



Situation 2 (1833) 
a) Should the American Anti-

Slavery Society spend time 
and money opposing racial 
discrimination in the North 
as well as slavery in the 
South? 

b) Specifically, should the 
AASS prohibit its leaders 
from speaking in churches 
that refuse to allow blacks to 
be members?

William Lloyd Garrison 
and his newspaper, The 
Liberator (est. 1831).

Frederick Douglass 
and his newspaper, The 
North Star (est. 1847). 



Situation 3 (1848) 

Should the American 
Anti-Slavery Society 
publicly endorse this 
gathering? (the Seneca 
Falls Convention)

Sarah and 
Angelina 
Grimke, 
abolitionists 
and women’s 
rights activists. 



Situation 4 (1850) 

Should we support armed 
attempts to stop the 
enforcement of  the Fugitive 
Slave Act? If  not, how 
should we respond to this 
new law? 

Below: documentation 
establishing Boston 
Vigilance Committee in 
1850.



Situation 5 (1858) 

Should you and other 
members of  the American 
Anti-Slavery Society 
support John Brown with 
either money or guns? If  
not, what’s your alternative? 

The Secret Six


