
Primary Source Examination
First Impressions
Jot down initial 
observations, key 
words or phrases.

Sourcing
What is the origin of the 
source? (Who, what, 
where, when?)

Contextualization
What is happening 
around the time that 
the source was 
created? 

Purpose
Why was the source 
created? What is its 
purpose? Who is the 
audience?



C
U.S.-MEXICO WAR & 

TERRITORIAL EXPANSION
IB History of the Americas



IB Syllabus
•8: US Civil War: causes, course and effects (1840–
1877)

Reasons for, and effects of, westward expansion 
and the sectional debates; the crises of the 1850s; 
compromise of 1850; political developments, 
including the Lincoln–Douglas debates and the 
presidential election of 1860 



Learning Objective
• SWBAT examine the breakdown of legislative 
compromise related to westward expansion in the 
antebellum period IOT explore the relationship between 
slavery, expansionism and sectionalism that led to the 
outbreak of the Civil War. 



Inquiry

•What was the impact of the 
U.S.-Mexico War (1846-48) on 
growing sectionalism? 



Why did Mexico ban immigration 
from the U.S.? 
https://youtu.be/AAZNROTU9Hc

Write: sources of conflict or tension?

https://youtu.be/AAZNROTU9Hc




Westward Expansion
After French and Indian War: settlers crossed 
the Appalachian Mtns into Tennessee

After American Revolution: settlers moved 
into Ohio River Valley

Louisiana Purchase of 1803 doubled the size 
of the United States

Last foreign territory in east: Florida acquired 
in 1819 from Spain (Adams-Onis Treaty) 

By 1850, settlers had moved into California, 
Oregon, and Washington on the Pacific 
Coast



Mexico, 1821 



Texas •Sparsely populated Mexican 
state – Mexico encouraged 
migration from U.S. to Texas
•By 1836 – Anglo-Americans 
made up majority of Texas 
population, rebelled against 
Mexican government
•Grievance: Mexico prohibited 
slavery, centralized government

•1836-1845- the Republic of 
Texas was declared 
independent; sought 
annexation



Texas 
Annexation 
• Opposition to annexation :
• Would offset “perfect equilibrium” –

huge, 5 new states?
• Anti-slavery Whigs opposed adding a 

slave state to the Union

• 1845- Congress annexed Texas after 
election of Southern, pro-slavery, 
expansionist President James K. Polk
• Result of annexation: War broke out 

between U.S. and Mexico over Texas 
claims



Polk and Manifest 
Destiny
• James K. Polk - Democrat, expansionist 

president: 1845 – 1849
• Campaign slogan: “54’40 or fight!” – Willing 

to provoke war with Britain to acquire 
Oregon Territory

• In 1846 Polk negotiated a compromise with 
Britain – Oregon was divided along present 
border with Canada

• “Manifest Destiny” - The belief that the U.S. was 
destined by God to expand and settle the 
entire continent of North America

“[It is America’s] manifest destiny to overspread 
the continent allotted by Providence for the free 
development of our yearly multiplying millions.” 
–John L. O’Sullivan



“…manifest destiny…”

•https://youtu.be/AH
emd90ZdsU

Write: sources of conflict 
or tension?

https://youtu.be/AHemd90ZdsU


The Mexican War (1846-1848)
•Pres. Polk sent General Zachary Taylor 
to the banks of the Rio Grande –
Mexican army attacked
•American Perspective: 
• Border was the Rio Grande
•Mexican army invaded American territory

•Mexican Perspective:
• Border was the Nueces River
• American army invaded Mexican territory

• Swift, decisive American victory





End of the 
Mexican War
• Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo (1848): 

1. Rio Grande was 
recognized as the border 
between U.S. and Mexico

2. Mexican Cession: Mexico 
ceded the territories of 
California and New 
Mexico to the U.S.



So What?

Long-term 
consequences

•“Manifest destiny” met
•Mexico lost almost 50% of its 
territory
•Addition of new lands set off 
bitter sectional debates on 
the issue of slavery: 
• Will new territories allow 
slavery?
• Will balance of power 
between slave and free states 
be offset? 


