
History Journal
(Source Analysis – Green section)

Source Information: War News From Mexico, 
painting by Richard Caton Woodville, 1848
Question/ Prompt: What does this painting 
reveal about American life in 1848? Refer to 
specific details from the painting in your 
response.

https://smarthistory.org/seeing-america-
2/war-news-from-mexico-2/



WESTWARD EXPANSION & 
SECTIONAL DEBATES

IB History of the Americas



IB Syllabus
•8: US Civil War: causes, course and effects (1840–1877)
•Reasons for, and effects of, westward expansion and 
the sectional debates; the crises of the 1850s; 
compromise of 1850; political developments, including 
the Lincoln–Douglas debates and the presidential 
election of 1860 



Learning Objective
•SWBAT examine the breakdown of legislative 
compromise related to westward expansion in 
the antebellum period IOT explore the 
relationship between slavery, expansionism and 
sectionalism that led to the outbreak of the Civil 
War. 



Inquiry

•How did the relationship between 
slavery, growing north-south divisions, 
and westward expansion lead to the 
outbreak of the Civil War? 





REVIEW: Why did the Mexican War 
contribute to growing sectionalism?

(Use the terms Texas annexation, 
Manifest Destiny, Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, Mexican Cession and slavery in 
your response.)



Context: 
First American Two-Party System

• Formed by Thomas Jefferson
• Opposed strong executive; strict interpretation of 

Constitution
• Appealed to planters, farmers
• Would be only party during “Era of Good Feelings” 

(1816-1824), then split in 2 factions

Jeffersonian or 
Democratic 
Republicans

• Formed by Alexander Hamilton
• Supported strong central/ federal government; loose 

interpretation 
• Appealed to commercial interests, business community
• Would die out after War of 1812 (which they did not support)

Federalists



Context: 
Second American Two-Party System

• Formed in 1828 in support of Andrew Jackson
• FOR: Jeffersonian democracy, expansion, freedom of 

the “common man”
• AGAINST: Bank of the U.S., government interference
• Base: South, West, northern urban laborers

Democrats

• Formed in 1830s in opposition to Andrew Jackson
• FOR: strong role of national government in the 

economy, active social reform, American System
• Base: North and Old Northwest

Whigs



The Wilmot Proviso 
(1846)
• Following the start of the Mexican War, 

Representative David Wilmot (Dem., PA) proposed 
legislation that would ban slavery in land acquired 
from Mexico
• “neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall 

ever exist in lands won in the Mexican War”
• This bill passed the House twice but failed in the 

Senate.
• Significance: 
• Foreshadowed controversy over the status of 

the territories and the fracturing of political 
parties

• Led to the free soil movement – Wilmot and his 
supporters believed that banning slavery in the 
territories would guarantee liberty, free 
competition, and social mobility for white 
workers



The Free Soil Party
• In 1848, former Pres. Martin van Buren ran as a 

candidate for the Free Soil Party
• Supporters: Anti-slavery Democrats, Anti-slavery 

Whigs, Liberty Party
• Platform: Opposed the expansion of slavery into 

western territories 
• Opposed “Slave Power”
• Argued that slavery was posing economic competition 

for northern industry and small farmers
• Homestead Act (free land to settle the West)
• No humanitarian concern for enslaved people

• Significance: Showed that abolitionist agitation 
was having an effect on public receptiveness 
to antislavery politics



Context: 
Compromise of 
1850
• California Gold Rush (1849) – The population 

of California rapidly increased and the 
California government asked for admission to 
the Union, as a free state. 

• Common view on Congressional power = 
Congress had the power to regulate 
territories

• Emerging views: 
• Territories are the common property of the 

states; Congress has no power to ban 
slavery in the territories (Calhoun doctrine)

• The people of the territories should decide 
for themselves by a vote whether to 
permit slavery (popular sovereignty) 



The Compromise of 1850
• Introduced as 5 individual bills: 

1. California would be admitted as a free state
2. Utah and New Mexico’s voters would decide if the territory would 

permit slavery (popular sovereignty) 
3. Territorial dispute settled between Texas and New Mexico
4. All citizens of U.S. would be required to apprehend runaway 

slaves. Failure to do so would result in imprisonment or fines 
(Fugitive Slave Act)

5. Slave trade would be abolished in Washington, D.C., but the 
practice of slavery would continue there



Fugitive Slave Act 
(1850)
• Federal commissioners were appointed to oversee the law, 

with a monetary incentive
• Accused fugitives had no right to testify 
• Heavy fines imposed on anyone who helped a fugitive slave 

or refused to assist slave catchers
• Dangerous to northern free Blacks 
• Personal liberty laws – passed by northern states to require 

jury trials and prevent state officials from cooperating with 
slave catchers to protect free Blacks

• An example of extraterritoriality – slave law extended 
beyond the states where it was legal
• States’ rights?

• Led to a wave of migration of free Blacks to Canada
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