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IB Syllabus

◦8: US Civil War: causes, course and effects (1840–
1877)

◦Reasons for, and effects of, westward expansion and 
the sectional debates; the crises of  the 1850s; 
compromise of  1850; political developments, 
including the Lincoln–Douglas debates and the 
presidential election of  1860 



Learning Objective

◦SWBAT examine the breakdown of  legislative 
compromise related to westward expansion in the 
antebellum period IOT explore the relationship 
between slavery, expansionism and sectionalism that 
led to the outbreak of  the Civil War. 



Inquiry

◦How did the relationship between slavery, 
growing north-south divisions, and westward 
expansion lead to the outbreak of  the Civil War? 





Cultural Sectionalism after 
1850

◦ Churches split into northern and southern 
denominations

◦ Southern literature romanticized plantation 
life

◦ Northern literature condemned slavery
◦ Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher 

Stowe – Published in 1852; fueled the 
northern abolitionist movement, immensely 
successful in the north 



Harriet Beecher Stowe – PBS American 
Experience
◦ https://youtu.be/hdfYU

Xl4Ago

https://youtu.be/hdfYUXl4Ago


Expansionism under 
President Pierce
◦ Franklin Pierce, Democrat, elected 

1852
◦ Championed expansionist policies to allow 

slavery to expand

◦ Attempts to annex Cuba as a slave 
territory
◦ Filibuster (military expedition) attempts to 

overthrow Spanish Cuban government fail
◦ Ostend Manifesto – in 1854, expansionist 

diplomats claimed that the U.S. would be 
justified in taking Cuba from Spain by force 
if  they refused to sell the island

◦ Consequence: Met with outrage from 
northerners who saw it as further evidence 
of  the “Slave Power” attempting to extend 
slavery and Southern political power



Popular Sovereignty & 
Stephen A. Douglas
◦ Popular sovereignty – The idea that 

individual territories applying for statehood 
should decide the issue of  slavery for 
themselves, by a vote.

◦ Stephen A. Douglas – northern Democrat, 
Senator from Illinois 
◦ Foremost proponent of  popular sovereignty
◦ Helped pass Compromise of  1850
◦ Introduced Kansas-Nebraska Act – aim was to 

build transcontinental railroad



Kansas-Nebraska 
Act (1854)
◦ Created the territories of  Kansas 

and Nebraska
◦ Stephen A. Douglas included a 

popular sovereignty provision in 
the bill 

◦ Repealed the Missouri 
Compromise 

◦ Consequences: Leads to political 
realignments and violence in 
Kansas





Political Effects of  the Kansas-Nebraska Act

◦ Whig Party disintegrated 

◦ Democratic Party became the only party in the 
South

◦ “Know- Nothing” movement: filled in void 
left by Whigs in the north; the short-lived 
American Party. Appealed to anti-Catholic, 
anti-immigrant Nativists. 

◦ Emergence of  Republican Party – shows 
politics falling along sectional lines



Kansas-Nebraska Act - TedEd

https://youtu.be/oWww
0YIf-JE

https://youtu.be/oWww0YIf-JE


Founding of  the 
Republican Party

◦ K-N Act split political parties, 
leading to the formation of  the 
new Republican Party in 1854 
(Adopted free soil platform: 
opposed to expansion of  
slavery)

◦ Republican coalition: Anti-
slavery Whigs + Anti-slavery 
Democrats + Free-Soil Party + 
N. Know-Nothings + some 
abolitionists





Bleeding Kansas
◦ “Bleeding Kansas” - Series of  violence and war-like 

conditions in Kansas between pro-slavery and anti-
slavery voters
◦ Pro-slavery “border ruffians” poured in from Missouri to cast 

fraudulent votes in elections
◦ Examples of  violence: 

◦ Sacking of  Lawrence, KS by pro-slavery groups
◦ Pottawatomie Massacre led by John Brown (abolitionist)

◦ Significance: Shows the failure of  popular sovereignty 
◦ Led to debate over the proposed state constitutions 

◦ In 1857, the pro-slavery Lecompton Constitution was 
recognized by President James Buchanan
◦ Challenged by Stephen Douglas – rupture in Democratic party 

between N. and S. branches



“Bleeding Kansas”  

◦https://youtu.be/T
qZJc7B8xsc

https://youtu.be/TqZJc7B8xsc


Exit Ticket -

"The events of  the first half  of  the 1850s demonstrate that 
compromise was no longer possible." Do you agree or 
disagree with this statement? Why or why not?

Answer in 1-2 well-developed paragraphs. Support your 
argumentative response with details from the lesson. Details 
include events, specific ideas or political doctrines, key people, 
and other vocabulary terms. Highlight each supporting detail. 


