
PLICKERS Review



A thesis statement: sentence(s) in which 
you state an argument about a topic and 
then describe, briefly, how you will prove 
your argument.

In one or two sentences state your position 
with respect to the question and briefly 
outline your supporting arguments.



Ms. Luco

IB History



SSUSH6 Analyze the challenges faced 
by the first five presidents and how 
they responded. 
c) Explore Jefferson’s expansion of 
presidential power including the purchase 
of the Louisiana Territory. 



SWBAT examine the presidency of 
Thomas Jefferson and his 
expansion of presidential power IOT 
analyze the challenges faced by the 
first five presidents and how they 
responded. 



Should we expect 
elections to bring about 
revolutionary changes?



Read Documents A and B: 

What is each document saying about the Constitution?

How do you think these arguments would be used to 
argue in favor/against the establishment of a national 
bank?

Can you guess who said this? Which one would George 
Washington agree with?



STRICT Construction

Constitution should be 
interpreted by the 
literal content of the 
document 

Only the powers listed 
in the constitution can 
be granted to the 
federal government.

LOOSE Construction

There are powers 
implied by the 
constitution that may 
not be explicitly 
listed, but are still 
granted to the federal 
government.



Hamilton

Supported strong federal 
government; commercial 
interests

Jefferson

 Supported small, local 
government; agrarian interests



Hamilton

Supported strong federal 
government; commercial 
interests

National Bank is 
constitutional (implied 
powers)

Jefferson

 Supported small, local 
government; agrarian interests

National Bank is NOT 
constitutional (not an 
enumerated power)



Hamilton

Supported strong federal 
government; commercial 
interests

National Bank is 
constitutional (implied 
powers)

Loose constructionist

Jefferson

 Supported small, local 
government; agrarian interests

National Bank is NOT 
constitutional (not an 
enumerated power)

 Strict constructionist



Hamilton

Supported strong federal 
government; commercial 
interests

National Bank is 
constitutional (implied 
powers)

Loose constructionist

Supported Jay’s Treaty 
(neutrality should be 
maintained)

Jefferson

 Supported small, local 
government; agrarian interests

National Bank is NOT 
constitutional (not an 
enumerated power)

 Strict constructionist

 Against Jay’s Treaty
(U.S. should help France; also 
against the lack of 
compensation for slaves that 
had fled to British side)



Hamilton

Supported strong federal 
government; commercial 
interests

National Bank is 
constitutional (implied 
powers)

Loose constructionist

Supported Jay’s Treaty 
(neutrality should be 
maintained)

Supporters named 
themselves 
FEDERALISTS

Jefferson

 Supported small, local 
government; agrarian interests

National Bank is NOT 
constitutional (not an 
enumerated power)

 Strict constructionist

 Against Jay’s Treaty
(U.S. should help France; also 
against the lack of 
compensation for slaves that 
had fled to British side)

 Supporters known as 
REPUBLICANS (implied that the 
other sides were “monarchists”)



Election of 1796: 

Federalist Party

(John Adams) 

Democratic Republican 

Party or Jeffersonian 

Republicans

(Thomas Jefferson)
VS

.



Election of 1796: 

Federalist Party

(John Adams) 

Democratic Republican 

Party or Jeffersonian 

Republicans

(Thomas Jefferson)
VS

.WINNER



President: John 
Adams, 1797-1801

Vice President: 
Thomas Jefferson



Problems with France: 
French were angered by Jay’s Treaty 
 started seizing American 
merchant ships (“Quasi-War”)

Solution: Try to work it out 
diplomatically

Result: 
XYZ Affair
-French demanded a bribe to 
negotiate with American diplomats 
 enraged Americans
-Documents released and French 
agents’ names replaced with X, Y, Z 
 anti-French sentiment spread



Adams’ Response to the XYZ 

Affair  Alien and Sedition 

Acts

• These acts limited the 

freedom of speech and liberty 

of foreign residents in the U.S.

Jeffersonian Response 

Kentucky and Virginia 

Resolutions

• Argued that states had the 

power to “nullify” 

unconstitutional laws 



John Adams –Federalist 

Thomas Jefferson
–Democratic-Republican



John Adams –Federalist 

Thomas Jefferson
–Democratic-Republican

WINNER



John Adams –Federalist 

Thomas Jefferson
–Democratic-Republican

WINNER

Voting rights 

expanded – universal 

white male suffrage 

in 4 states



Which document demonstrates a loose 
constructionist interpretation of the 
Constitution?

Which document demonstrates a strict 
constructionist interpretation?

Can you guess the author(s)?



I believe  [we] shall obtain . . . a majority  in the legislature of the United  States, 
attached to the preservation  of the federal  Constitution,  according to its obvious 
principles  and those on which it was known to be received;  attached equally to the 
preservation  to the states of those rights unquestionably remaining with them; . . . in 
short, a majority  firm in all those principles  which  we have espoused, and the 
Federalists have opposed uniformly . . . . It [our country] can never be harmonious  and 
solid while so respectable  a portion  of its citizens support principles  which go directly  
to a change of the federal Constitution,  to sink the state governments,  consolidate  
them into one, and to monarchise that.

Our country is too large to have all its affairs directed by  a single government.  . . .

The true theory  of our Constitution is surely the wisest and best that the states are 
independent  as to everything  within themselves,  and united  as to everything 
respecting foreign nations.
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Some men look at constitutions  with sanctimonious  reverence,  and deem them like 

the arc of the covenant, too sacred to be touched. They ascribe to the men  of the 

preceding  age a wisdom  more  than human, and suppose what they did to be beyond  

amendment.  . . . I am certainly not an advocate for frequent  and untried changes in 

laws and constitutions . . . . But I know  also, that laws and institutions  must go hand 

in hand with the progress  of the human  mind. As that becomes more developed,  more 

enlightened,  as new discoveries  are made, new truths disclosed,  and manners  and 

opinions change with the change of circumstances,  institutions must advance also and 

keep pace with the  times.



Some men look at constitutions  with sanctimonious  reverence,  and deem them like 

the arc of the covenant, too sacred to be touched. They ascribe to the men  of the 

preceding  age a wisdom  more  than human, and suppose what they did to be beyond  

amendment.  . . . I am certainly not an advocate for frequent  and untried changes in 

laws and constitutions . . . . But I know  also, that laws and institutions  must go hand 

in hand with the progress  of the human  mind. As that becomes more developed,  more 

enlightened,  as new discoveries  are made, new truths disclosed,  and manners  and 

opinions change with the change of circumstances,  institutions must advance also and 

keep pace with the  times.



President 1801-1809

VP: Aaron Burr (1801-1805)
George Clinton (1805-

1809)

Party: Democratic-
Republicans



-From Thomas Jefferson’s first inaugural address





Jefferson influenced by 
Thomas Malthus’s theory 
of population

Envisioned a nation of 
small family farms

Problems with expansion?



Jefferson’s goals as president:
Reduce size and cost of government
Repeal Federalist legislation like the 
Sedition Act
Keep U.S. out of war



Adams’ “midnight judges” 

Marbury v. Madison:
Landmark Supreme Court 
case; established the 
principle of judicial review 
– only the federal 
judiciary can decide what 
is constitutional
Chief Justice John 
Marshall



 In Europe – The Napoleonic Wars

 Louisiana Territory reacquired by France 
from Spain in 1800

 1803 Louisiana Purchase:

 The U.S. purchased Louisiana Territory 
from Napoleon for $15 million

 Size of the U.S. doubled

 Strict vs. loose construction?

 Impact on Slaves

 Impact on American Indians



Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark were sent 
on a government-funded 
expedition to explore 
and map the lands of 
the Louisiana Territory 
all the way to the Pacific 
Ocean
https://youtu.be/PnT0
k9wdDZo

https://youtu.be/PnT0k9wdDZo




North African states 
demanded tribute 
from ships sailing in 
Mediterranean

Jefferson refused 
and dispatched U.S. 
fleet to intimidate 
Barbary states





British impressment of 
American citizens

Embargo Act of 1807:

Prohibited American ships 
from sailing to any foreign 
port, thereby cutting off all 
exports as well as imports

Effect?

Lead up to the War of 1812




