
Bellringer

1. What kinds of  grievances did the colonists 
already have against the British?

2. How would the subjection of  the colonists 
to restrictive mercantilist policies shape the 
way Americans thought about the role of  
government in the economy?



1. The proximate cause of  the French and Indian War 

1754-1763 was

a) A dispute over control of  the Ohio River Valley

b) Dutch resistance to the Navigation Acts

c) Smuggling operations between American colonies and 

French Caribbean sugar islands

d) British access to the French port of  New Orleans



2. Given the following outcomes of  the French and Indian War, which one 

most closely triggered events leading to an American Revolution?

a) The financial burden of  the war weakened the French monarchy and 

contributed to the French Revolution

b) The eliminations of  French power in North America weakened the 

position of  Native American tribes

c) By treaty, Spain took over the Louisiana territory from the French

d) British war debts forced a reassessment of  the Salutary Neglect 

policy
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Standards

SSUSH3 Analyze the causes of  the American Revolution.

• b. Explain colonial response to the Proclamation of  1763, the Stamp 

Act, and the Intolerable Acts as seen in the Sons and Daughters of  

Liberty and Committees of  Correspondence.  

• c. Explain the importance of  Thomas Paine’s Common Sense to the 

movement for independence. 



Learning Objective

• SWBAT explain colonial responses to British 

actions IOT analyze the causes of  the 

American Revolutionary War.



Inquiry

•Did Great Britain lose more than it 

gained from its victory in the French 

and Indian War?



Inquiry

•How did the colonists resist British 

policies after the French and Indian 

War?



“A Long Train of  Abuses and Usurpations” 

Group Document Analysis

• 1. Place the documents in your folder in chronological order.

• 2. As a group, read each document and decide how that document 
represents abuses of  the colonies by the British government. 

• 3. As you read, complete the “Long Train” graphic organizer. Events must 
be listed in chronological order, using the word bank. In the trains, write a 
brief  summary of  each act/event. 

• 4. Put yourself  in the shoes of  the colonists. With your group, decide 
on a course of  action to protest each of  the actions on the train. Write 
an action plan. You will present your action plan to the class.



Proclamation of  1763

• What is it?

British law issued by King George III 

that prohibited the colonists from 

settling west of  the Appalachian 

Mountains and put the territory under 

British military control

• Colonial Response:

Ignore the act and settle in the Ohio 

River Valley anyway.





Sugar Act (1764)

• What is it?

Act passed to raise revenue in the 

American colonies. Lowered the duty 

from on foreign molasses imported 

into the colonies and created the 

Vice-Admiralty courts, which tried 

suspected smugglers. 

• Colonial Response:

Protest, boycott some British imports, 

and ignore the act.

“No taxation without 

representation” –James Otis, Jr. 





Stamp Act (1765)

• What is it?

Law passed by Parliament in 1765 to 

raise revenue in America by requiring 

taxed, stamped paper for legal 

documents, publications, and playing 

cards. 

• Colonial Response:

Create Committees of  

Correspondence to efficiently 

communicate with other colonies. –

Organize boycott!

Samuel Adams- Organize the Sons 

of  Liberty to protest. 









Declaratory Act (1766)

• What is it?

Law accompanying repeal of  the 

Stamp Act, stated that Parliament had 

the authority to legislate for the 

colonies “in all cases whatsoever”. 

• Colonial Response:

Resistance would continue to spread 

throughout the colonies.



Townshend Acts (1767)

• What is it?

Acts passed by Parliament in 1767 

imposing duties on colonial tea, lead, 

paint, paper, and glass. 

• Colonial Response:

Nonimportation! (Boycott of  English 

imports)

Daughters of  Liberty- Produce 

homespun cloth to replace boycotted 

British cloth. 





Boston Massacre (1770)

• What is it?

After months of  increasing friction 

between colonists and British troops 

stationed in Boston, on March 5, 1770 

British troops fired on American 

civilians.

• Colonial Response:

Circulate an inflammatory print of  

event depicting a brutal slaying of  

innocent civilians. 





Tea Act (1773)

• What is it?

Act permitting the East India 

Company to sell through agents in 

America without paying the duty 

customarily collected in Britain, 

reducing the retail price. 

• Colonial Response:

Turn tea ships away/ refuse to handle 

tea.

Sons of  Liberty- Board 3 tea ships 

and destroy the cargo (Boston Tea 

Party).





Coercive Acts (1774)

(Intolerable Acts)

• What is it?

Laws passed in response to the 

Boston Tea Party in which the British 

closed Boston Harbor, placed a 

military governor over Massachusetts, 

and granted the authority to British 

soldiers to search colonists’ property.

• Colonial Response:

Choose representatives for the First 

Continental Congress.



5 parts to the Intolerable Acts

1. Boston port closed until the value of  the tea was repaid

2. Massachusetts colonial government suspended and placed 

directly under the control of  the royal governor appointed by 

the king

3. British officials accused of  crimes would be tried in England 

rather than in Massachusetts

4. Renewed the Quartering Act of  soldiers in the colonies

5. Quebec act expanded the border of  Quebec into land 

claimed by other colonies





Toward Revolution

1. First Continental Congress: Meeting of  delegates from most of  the 

colonies held in 1774 in response to the Coercive Acts.

2. Lexington and Concord: April 18, 1775, first battle of  the American 

Revolution http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/battles-

of-lexington-and-concord

3. Second Continental Congress: Second meeting of  delegates, from 1775-

1776. Placed colonies in state of  defense. 

http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/battles-of-lexington-and-concord


Homework

1. Read “The Widening Split 1763-65”.

2. Create a TurnItIn account and 

connect to the class using the code 

provided. 


