
BELLRINGER
•“OVER THERE” BY GEORGE M. COHAN (1917)

Respond to the following as you listen to the song/ read the lyrics:

• 1) What do you think the lyrics mean?

• 2) How can popular entertainment be used to generate support for the war?

• 3) In what ways does the song serve propaganda purposes?

https://youtu.be/5v33jF5TGLw

https://youtu.be/5v33jF5TGLw




LEARNING OBJECTIVES

SWBAT describe the increasingly active role of 

the Americas in world affairs between 1880 

and 1929 IOT evaluate the impact of 

modernization on foreign policy in the region. 



INQUIRY

•How did participation in the First World War change 
the nature of the US government’s role in US society?

•To what extent was Wilson’s goal of making the world 
“safe for democracy” attained domestically?

























THINK-PAIR-SHARE

1. What attitudes are reflected in these examples of 

propaganda?

2. How do you think these posters subconsciously shaped 

what Americans thought of the war?

3. What stereotypes of the “enemy” do you see? 



WAR PROPAGANDA
• Committee on Public Information (CPI) – government agency that 

sought to shape public opinion in support of the war through various 
media

• Headed by George Creel

• Characteristics of CPI propaganda: 

• Aggressively negative campaign against Germans

• Pushed for conformity, Americanization

• Recruited stars like Charlie Chaplin to spread message

• Characterized the war as a “moral crusade”

• “4 Minute Men” – gave brief patriotic speeches at public venues



WAR PROPAGANDA

• Effects of propaganda: 

• German language, culture, etc. banned from public places

• Attacks on German-Americans

• Encouraged Prohibition

• Attacks on pacifists and other objectors to war



SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT
• Selective Service Act – passed in 1917, allowed for the 

registration for military service for all men between 
the ages of 21 and 35

• In Aug. 1918, eligible ages extended from 18-45

• In total, 24 million men registered and 2.8 million men 
drafted

• Regulated by local draft boards

• “Slacker raids”



MOBILIZING THE ECONOMY

• War Industries Board (WIB) – federal agency that reorganized 

industry for maximum efficiency and productivity in producing war 

materials

• Food and Fuel Act – headed by Herbert Hoover, to regulate the 

production and distribution of food and fuel

• Liberty Bonds – bonds were purchased from the government to 

help fund the war (accounted for about 2/3 of war funding)



THINK-PAIR-SHARE

How could average 
citizens support the 

war effort?

Why do you think the 
federal government 

undertook such wide-
scale economic and 
social mobilization?



LABOR

• National War Labor Board (NWLB) – government 

agency that mediated labor disputes and negotiated 

compromises between labor and employers

• Purpose: to prevent strikes from hurting productivity

• War Labor Policies Board – set wages and standards of 

employment by consulting labor unions as well as 

employers

• Effect: Gave unions greater influence and acceptance 



WOMEN IN WWI
• Over 1 million women joined the workforce for the first 

time, many in higher-paying industrial jobs

• Women served for the first time in the U.S. Navy and 

Army Nurse Corps  as noncombatants 

• At war’s end, nearly all women lost defense-related 

jobs

• War’s end gave women greater social freedom –

Nineteenth Amendment granted women suffrage in 

1920



AFRICAN AMERICANS IN SERVICE
• U.S. military was racially segregated

• 10% of draft pool were African Americans

• About 200,000 African American soldiers served in 

combat in France 

• https://youtu.be/eEuoAl1elLU

https://youtu.be/eEuoAl1elLU


AFRICAN AMERICANS ON THE 
HOMEFRONT

• Continuous prejudice and discrimination back home 

• Wilson – Segregation in federal employment. Little was done to prevent 

lynching. 

• Espionage and Sedition Acts were used to suppress dissent in the Black 

Press – newspapers and other periodicals aimed at a black audience 

• Government launched investigation of black papers on pretext that 

German agents were using them to subvert the loyalty of African 

Americans 

• Black leaders and press continued to agitate for reforms – e.g. NAACP’s 

The Crisis



CIVIL LIBERTIES CURTAILED

• Espionage Act – passed in June 1917, prohibited any action that obstructed the 

war effort

• Used to attack opposition to the war

• Example: Eugene V. Debs, Socialist Party presidential candidate

• Sedition Act – amendment to the Espionage Act passed May 1918, outlawed any 

“disloyal” or “abusive” language against the U.S. government or Constitution

• Used to strike against pacifists, Socialists, labor groups, and the black press

• Schenck v. United States (1919) – Supreme Court held that Congress could restrict 

speech if words present a “clear and present danger” 

https://youtu.be/1IEx67P_Blk

https://youtu.be/1IEx67P_Blk


THINK-PAIR-SHARE

How were 
Americans’ rights 

limited during World 
War I?

Do you think the 
government was 
right to pass the 

Sedition Act? Why or 
why not?


