
Cartoon published in Puck magazine, 1899.
Caption: Uncle Sam (to his new class in Civilization) – “Now, children, you've got to learn these lessons 
whether you want to or not! But just take a look at the class ahead of you, and remember that, in a 
little while, you will feel as glad to be here as they are!”



Excerpts from Albert Beveridge’s 1898 speech titled “The March of 
the Flag”. 

Distance and oceans are no arguments. The fact that all the territory 
our fathers bought and seized is contiguous [sharing common borders] 
is no argument. In 1819 Florida was further from New York than Porto 
Rico is from Chicago today; Texas, further from Washington in 1845 
than Hawaii is from Boston in 1898; California, more inaccessible in 
1847 than the Philippines are now … The ocean does not separate us 
from lands of our duty and desire – the oceans join us, a river never to 
be dredged, a canal never to be repaired. 

Steam joins us; electricity joins us – the very elements are in league with 
our destiny. Cuba not contiguous! Porto Rico not contiguous! Hawaii and 
the Philippines not contiguous! Our navy will make them contiguous. 
[Admirals] Dewey and Sampson and Schley have made them 
contiguous, and American speed, American guns, American heart and 
brain and nerve will keep them contiguous forever. 



Excerpted from Theodore Roosevelt’s Inaugural Address, 1905. 

The Philippines offer a yet graver problem. Their population includes halfcaste and 
native Christians, warlike Moslems, and wild pagans. Many of their people are 
utterly unfit for self-government, and show no signs of becoming fit. Others may in 
time become fit but at present can only take part in self- government under a wise 
supervision, at once firm and beneficent. We have driven Spanish tyranny from the 
islands. If we now let it be replaced by savage anarchy, our work has been for harm 
and not for good. I have scant patience with those who fear to undertake the task of 
governing the Philippines, and who openly avow that they do fear to undertake it, or 
that they shrink from it because of the expense and trouble; but I have even scanter 
patience with those who make a pretense of humanitarianism to hide and cover their 
timidity and who cant about "liberty" and the "consent of the governed," in order to 
excuse themselves for their unwillingness to play the part of men. Their doctrines, if 
carried out, would make it incumbent upon us to leave the Apaches of Arizona to 
work out their own salvation, and to decline to interfere in a single Indian 
reservation. Their doctrines condemn your forefathers and mine for ever having 
settled in these United States.



U.S. EXPANSIONIST FOREIGN POLICY
Ms. Luco 

IB HoA Year 1

January 2020



LEARNING OBJECTIVE

SWBAT describe the increasingly active role of 
the Americas in world affairs between 1880 
and 1929 IOT evaluate the impact of 
modernization on foreign policy in the region. 



INQUIRY

• What were the most significant reasons 
why the USA became an imperial power?

• Was American expansion overseas 
justified?













U.S. FOREIGN POLICY IN THE 19 TH C.



TRADITIONAL ISOLATIONISM

Isolationism: the policy by which the 
U.S. detached itself from foreign 
entanglements.

The U.S.’s foreign policy approach before the end 
of 19th c. had been: avoid overseas conflict, and 
ensure European powers didn’t interfere in the 
Americas. 

To what extent was the USA isolated in the 
nineteenth century? 

“Observe good faith and justice 

towards all nations; cultivate 

peace and harmony with all.”

- George Washington’s Farewell 

Address, 1796



MONROE DOCTRINE

Monroe Doctrine: 1823 
statement by James Monroe, 
which warned European 
countries against involvement in 
the Americas

Context: Latin American countries had 
gained independence from Spain but 
faced threat of recolonization by other 
European powers.

Effect: Nothing – at the time. But asserted 
U.S. as center of sphere of influence in 
the western hemisphere



AMERICA LOOKS OUTWARD

• Trade relationship with China and 
Japan established around 1840s –
1860s

• Interest in the Pacific – Pacific islands 
could serve as coaling stations and 
serve strategic purposes 

• Alaska – purchased from Russia in 
1867 for $7.2 million 



REASONS FOR EMERGING 
IMPERIALISM



1. CONQUEST OF INTERNAL FRONTIERS

Historian’s Interpretation: 
Frederick Jackson Turner, 1893 
thesis The Significance of the 
Frontier in American History 
(Turner’s Frontier Thesis)
Wrote about the unique character of the 
USA and how it had been largely 
determined by the US frontier and the 
challenges of westward expansion

Argued that the westward frontier was 
now closed, so new frontiers would be 
sought 



2. MANIFEST DESTINY

Manifest Destiny: The belief that it was 

the God-given right of Americans to settle 
and dominate their continent and then spread 
their ideas abroad

 Proponents of this view supported Social 
Darwinism, notions of racial superiority

Many politicians and religious groups 
believed the U.S. had an obligation to raise 
up “inferior peoples” (White Man’s Burden)



3. MISSIONARY WORK

• As early as 1810, 
organizations were 
formed to support 
missionary work, spread 
Protestantism 

• Missionaries were often 
followed by colonists, 
e.g. Hawaii



3. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 



4. NAVAL EXPANSION AND SEA POWER
 Growth of trade required military protection; navy would 
come to be seen as vital to becoming a world power by 
allowing the US to protect its overseas possessions and 
trading interests

 Alfred Thayer Mahan: naval captain, The Influence of  Sea 
Power Upon History in 1890

 Argued that history proved that nations with powerful 
navies and overseas bases to maintain them would grow 
in strength

 Main recommendations:  

 Building a modern steam fleet

 Building coaling stations and bases in the Caribbean 
Sea and Pacific Ocean

 Cutting a canal across Latin America in order to 
facilitate communication and trade



5. PRECLUSIVE IMPERIALISM 

• Historian’s Interpretation: 
William Langer used the phrase 
“preclusive imperialism” to 
describe a process by which 
countries took colonies to 
prevent others from doing so

• Competition with European 
powers



THIS IS NOT A COMPLETE LIST!

What other economic, political, or 
ideological considerations contributed to 
emerging American imperialism?


