
The Great Migration and 

the Harlem Renaissance



Inquiry

What obstacles did African-
Americans face at the turn of the 
century and in what ways were 
those obstacles challenged by 
intellectual and cultural 
movements?



The Great Migration 1915-1929
WHAT ARE 2 THINGS YOU LEARNED FROM THE 
VIDEO/ ONLINE ART EXHIBIT (LESSON 2)?



The Great Migration

The Great Migration (1915-1929)

 Mass migration of African-Americans 

from the rural South to the urban 

North

 Spurred on by economic 

opportunity, labor shortage created 

by World War I

 Pull factors?

 Push factors?







Obstacles in the North

Forced to live in limited 

number of neighborhoods

Racial hatred, discrimination, 

and violence

 Increased tensions after WWI

“Red Summer” – Race riot/ 

massacres across the U.S. in 

1919







“We return from the slavery of uniform which 

the world's madness demanded us to don to 

the freedom of civil garb. We stand again to 

look America squarely in the face and call a 

spade a spade. We sing: This country of ours, 
despite all its better souls have done and 

dreamed, is yet a shameful land ...

We return.

We return from fighting.

We return fighting.”

- W.E.B. Dubois, “Returning Soldiers”

May 1919, The Crisis



Harlem Renaissance (1918-

1930s)



The Harlem Renaissance

 Harlem – Neighborhood  in New York City 

with the greatest concentration of African 

Americans in the U.S. by the 1920s

 Became focal point of a cultural and 

intellectual movement (roughly 1920s-1930s)



Black Newspapers and 

Magazines
 Reported news and published works by African 

American writers 

 Were the root of the “Harlem Renaissance”

 Newspapers

 The Defender (Chicago)

 The Pittsburg Courier

 Magazines

 The Crisis (Published by NAACP, edited by W.E.B. 

Du Bois)

 Opportunity (Published by the National Urban 

League) 



Writers

 “Enter the New Negro” by Alain Locke (essay)

 The “ New Negro” took pride in being 
black and would rise above racism

 Countee Cullen- poetry

 Jean Toomer- collections of short stories

 Langston Hughes- aimed to capture “the spirit 
of the race”

 Claude McKay- realistic portrayals of African 
American life in Harlem

 Zora Neale Hurston- anthropologist and 
folklorist. Wrote Their Eyes Were Watching God 



Painters

Jacob Lawrence

Aaron Douglas

Archibald Motley Palmer Hayden



SEE –

THINK -

WONDER

What do you see?

What do you think about 
that?

What does it make you 
wonder?

















Jazz

 Roots in old work songs, blues music 
from the South, and African American 
spirituals

 Emphasis on improvisation

 Louis Armstrong

 Bessie Smith-
https://youtu.be/6MzU8xM99Uo

 Cab Calloway-
https://youtu.be/u1Xno49V6Ng

 Duke Ellington-
https://youtu.be/7atwjmPcxng

 Cotton Club- Harlem nightclub where 
white patrons would go to see popular 
jazz musicians

https://youtu.be/6MzU8xM99Uo
https://youtu.be/u1Xno49V6Ng
https://youtu.be/7atwjmPcxng

