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Learning 
Objective

• SWBAT identify the social, 

economic, and legal conditions of 

African Americans between 1865 

and 1929 IOT evaluate the political 

and social effects of 

modernization.



Inquiry • In what ways did Jim Crow 

laws disenfranchise and 

discriminate against 

African American in the 

post-Reconstruction 

period?



The New 
South

• Post-Civil War, the South remained 
economically stagnant compared to the 
Northeast. 

• 1870s- A group of southerners led by Henry W. 
Grady, editor of the Atlanta Constitution, 
envisioned a “New South” with a reinvigorated 
agricultural southern economy in which 
modern textile manufacturing was situated 
close to the cotton fields. 

– Economy would be unhindered by labor unions or 
restrictions on child labor

– Promoted industrial development and northern 
investment 

– Also wanted to maintain white supremacy –
emphasized that social supremacy of whites over 
blacks was necessary in this vision

Below: Child 
laborer in a South 
Carolina textile mill, 
1908



The 
Redeemers

• The advance of southern industry did little to improve 
working life of African American workers

– 1/3 region’s population

– Workforce rigidly segregated

– Trade unions refused membership to blacks

• Southern progressivism excluded blacks – believed 
disenfranchisement of African Americans was necessary for 
reform

• “Redeemer” governments – Southern faction of the pro-
business, conservative Bourbon Democrats. Dominated 
southern politics from 1870s – 1910s

– Represented rich former planters and the southern white elite

– Supported by terrorism from KKK and White League, who 
used violence and intimidation to suppress Republican 
influence and the black vote 

– Black vote further limited by poll taxes, literacy tests, 
grandfather clauses



Racist Ideology 
and the “Lost 

Cause”

• Racial oppression justified by social Darwinism, which 
portrayed blacks as inferior

• Fueled by racist stereotypes and representation in popular 
culture

– E.g. Thomas Dixon’s novel The Clansman (1905) , made 
into popular film Birth of a Nation (1915) – both book and 
film depicted the Ku Klux Klan as heroes; responsible for 
the revival of the KKK in the 20th century

• “Lost Cause” ideology – pseudohistorical ideology that 
emphasizes “states’ rights” as the primary reason for the Civil 
War and denies slavery as a cause

• Historiography – the Dunning School: a school of thought 
that dominated the historical understanding of the 
Reconstruction Era between about 1900-1930

– W.A. Dunning and his followers characterized black suffrage as a 
serious mistake and emphasized political corruption during 
Reconstruction

– This further supported Southern conservatism and the Redeemers, 
and entrenched white supremacy in historical scholarship

– Challenged by later historians – W.E.B. Du Bois, Eric Foner, etc. 



“Slavery by 
another name”

• Black codes – laws established after the Civil War in 
Southern states that restricted the rights of free blacks and 
maintained the political dominance of whites

– Often replaced existing slave codes; varied state to state

• Thriving system of convict labor - “Slavery by another 
name”  

– 13th Amendment – outlaws slavery “except as a 
punishment for crime”

– African Americans 90% of convict labor force 

• Violation of black codes, even minor infractions, 
criminalized much of the black population (outrageous 
sentencing, arbitrary application of the law)

• Vagrancy laws – homeless or unemployed persons 
would be placed in prison, subject to forced labor

– Convict leasing system – prisons “leased” out prisoners to 
work in coal mines, railroad construction, sharecropping, 
etc.  



Jim Crow 
Laws

• Jim Crow Laws – state and local laws that enforced racial 
segregation in the Southern United States following 
Reconstruction

– Segregation is the systematic separation of people along 
racial lines

– Facilities, services, and opportunities such as education and 
health care were segregated 

– Touched every aspect of everyday lives

– Enforced until 1965

• Name derives from “Jump Jim Crow”, a minstrel show caricature 
of a black man depicted by a white actor in blackface popular in 
1830s 

• Legislated by white, Democratic Redeemer governments

• Created a racial caste system in which African Americans were 
relegated to second-class citizenship 

– Went beyond law – popular culture, religion, science (or 
pseudoscience), newspapers & magazines, politicians, 
cultural artifacts, etc. perpetuated stereotypes and justified 
racial segregation 

Segregated water cooler, Oklahoma, 1939



Jim Crow 
Violence

• Jim Crow system maintained by violence –

– Blacks had little to no legal recourse – legal system 
entirely controlled by whites (police, judges, juries, 
prosecutors, etc.)

• Lynchings – public murders carried out by mobs 

– Most hanged or shot, others burned, beaten or 
dismembered

– Ida B. Wells – investigative journalist 

• Published research on lynchings in two studies, 
Southern Horrors and The Red Record

• Discovered that most allegations that a black victim of 
a lynching had raped a white woman were false. 
Instead, the real reason was black economic progress, 
which threatened white Southerners with competition 

– Period around 1890’s -1920s sometimes described as nadir, 
or low point, of racial oppression 

• 1919 Red Summer – wave of anti-black, white 
supremacist attacks occurred in over 3 dozen cities, 
resulting in hundreds of deaths



Plessy v. 
Ferguson

• Background – 1890, Louisiana passes 

“Separate Car Law” which supposedly 

created “separate but equal” facilities 

for blacks and whites on passenger trains

– A New Orleans committee of citizens 

intended to challenge the law and chose 

Homer Plessy, who was of one-eighth black 

ancestry, to be the test case. 

– Plessy was arrested for refusing to leave 

whites-only section of the train car

– His lawyers argued his arrest was a violation 

of the Fourteenth Amendment and that 

segregation implied the inferiority of blacks



Plessy v. 
Ferguson

• Supreme Court case Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) –

– Court voted 7-1 to uphold constitutionality of Louisiana’s 
train car segregation law

• Justice Henry Billings Brown wrote majority opinion –
rejected notion that law violated 14th Amendment. 
Considered law a reasonable measure within the power 
of the state. Said that racial prejudice could not be 
overcome by legislation. 

– Upheld the “separate but equal” doctrine as 
constitutional

• Dissenting opinion from Justice John Marshall Harlan –
argued that the court was being willfully ignorant of the 
fact that the law was meant to keep blacks subordinate. 

• Significance – Legitimized state laws that 
established racial segregation 

– Between 1890 – 1908, southern states passed new state 
constitutions that further disenfranchised blacks and upheld 
Jim Crow system

– Was not reversed until 1954, in Brown v. Board of Education 
of Topeka, Kansas



Justice 
Henry 

Billings 
Brown 
(from 

Majority 
Opinion)

•“If one race be inferior 

to the other socially, 

the Constitution of the 

United States cannot 

put them upon the 

same plane…” 



Justice 
John 

Marshall 
Harlan 

(from 
Dissenting 

Opinion)

“…we shall enter upon an era of 
constitutional law, when the 
rights of freedom and American 
citizenship cannot receive from 
the nation that efficient 
protection which heretofore was 
unhesitatingly accorded to 
slavery and the rights of the 
master.”


