
BELLRINGER

•Complete the last chart on your notes from 

last class by summing up the main points of the 

13th, 14th, and 15th amendments to the 

Constitution. 



Review Reconstruction Amendments 
notes.

Which amendment: 

• expanded the franchise to African American 
men?

• overturned the Dred Scott decision?

• permitted slavery only as punishment for a 
crime?



RECONSTRUCTION
PART 2

M S . L U C O

I B  H I S T



LEARNING OBJECTIVE

SWBAT analyze how the Presidential Election of 

1876 marked the end of Reconstruction IOT 

identify legal, political, and social dimensions of 

Reconstruction. 



INQUIRY

How effective was Congressional 

Reconstruction in restructuring the 

former Confederacy?



THINK-PAIR-SHARE

To what extent do you agree with this 

statement? 

“Democracy is fragile and must be actively 

maintained for it to work.”



REVIEW: RADICAL RECONSTRUCTION

•Also known as _______

•Reconstruction Acts of 1867

•5 Military Zones

•Purpose of military presence? 



THE MEANING OF 
FREEDOM

•Migration to cities

•Family

•Black churches and 

schools

•Land & labor



DEFINING FREEDOM –
QUESTION SET #1

• https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/part-two-defining-

freedom?backlink=https://www.facinghistory.org/reconstruction-era/lessons/defining-freedom

• About 15 min. 

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/part-two-defining-freedom?backlink=https://www.facinghistory.org/reconstruction-era/lessons/defining-freedom


“THE RADICAL 
TRIUMPH OF 
1867”

In 1868, South Carolina had 

the first state legislature with 

a black majority. This image 

includes 63 of the legislature’s 

members, and it was 

distributed throughout South 

Carolina by opponents of 

Radical Reconstruction.



FIFTEENTH 
AMENDMENT 
(1870)

Universal manhood suffrage

Readmission of former 
Confederate states complete 
after its ratification

African American political 
activism





INTERRACIAL DEMOCRACY –
QUESTION SET #2

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/part-four-interracial-

democracy?backlink=https://www.facinghistory.org/reconstruction-era/lessons/interracial-

democracy

About 12 min

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/part-four-interracial-democracy?backlink=https://www.facinghistory.org/reconstruction-era/lessons/interracial-democracy


T H E  F R A G I L I T Y  
O F  D E M O C R A C Y  



SHARECROPPING

• Labor system 

whereby land 

owners furnished 

laborers with a 

house, farm animals, 

tools, and credit in 

exchange for a 

share of the 

laborer’s crop







WHITE RESISTANCE 
• Black Codes

• Limits to voting rights: 

– poll taxes

– grandfather clauses

– literacy tests

– violence and coercion

• Emergence of the Ku Klux Klan 
(active1866-1872)- terrorist group that 
used violence and intimidation with the 
aim of restoring white supremacy to 
the South



Political cartoon, 

“Of Course He 

Wants to Vote 

the Democratic 

Ticket!” 

Harper’s Weekly, 

1876. 



VIOLENCE AND BACKLASH –
QUESTION SET #3

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/part-five-violence-and-

backlash?backlink=https://www.facinghistory.org/reconstruction-era/lessons/violence-and-

backlash

About 17 minutes

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/part-five-violence-and-backlash?backlink=https://www.facinghistory.org/reconstruction-era/lessons/violence-and-backlash


Political Cartoon: 

“Shall We Call Home 

Our Troops?” in 

Harper’s Weekly, 

1875.



ELECTION OF 1876



END OF 
RECONSTRUCTION

• Compromise of 1877- Compromise 

between Democrats and Republicans in which 

Congress awarded presidency to Rutherford B. 

Hayes in exchange for:

– Withdrawing federal troops from the South

– Appointing a Southerner to Cabinet

– Appropriating money for internal improvements in 

South

This marks the end of Radical Reconstruction. 



EXIT TICKET
Political cartoon, “The Union 

as it Was” in Harper’s 

Weekly, 1874.

In 1-2 paragraphs, 

analyze this cartoon 

and explain its 

historical context and 

message. 

Use the analysis 

worksheet as a guide. 


