
Bellringer

With your group, read the provisions of  the Treaty of  

Paris, 1783. 

On the mini-whiteboard, write a plain language translation 

of  that provision. 

Then, each group will share out. 



Vocabulary Quiz



The Articles of  

Confederation

Ms. Luco

IB History



Standards

SSUSH4 Analyze the ideological, military, social, and diplomatic aspects of  the 
American Revolution.

f) Explain the significance of  the Treaty of  Paris, 1783.  

SSUSH5

a) Examine the Articles of  Confederation, including but not limited to the Land 
Ordinance of  1785, Northwest Ordinance of  1787, and their influence on westward 
migration, slavery, public education, and the addition of  new states. 

b) Evaluate how weaknesses in the Articles of  Confederation and Daniel Shay’s 
Rebellion led to a call for a stronger central government. 



Learning Objectives

• SWBAT examine the weaknesses of  the 

Articles of  Confederation IOT discuss why 

the Founding Fathers attempted to revise the 

AOC and eventually draft the US 

Constitution. 



Inquiry

•Did the Articles of  Confederation 

provide the United States with an 

effective government? 



The Articles of  Confederation

• Articles of  Confederation (adopted Nov. 1777, ratified Mar. 1781)- The first written 

constitution of  the United States; created a national government with limited powers

• Congress- national assembly created by A.O.C.

• Each state= 1 vote

• Delegates selected annually, limited to term of  3 years out of  6

• President of  Congress- limited to 1 year out of  3

• Major decisions would require 9/13 votes

• Amendments required vote of  ALL states



Strengths of  the A.O.C.

What could Congress do?

• Conduct foreign affairs

• Establish coinage

• Maintain armed forces

• Regulate trade with American Indian 
nations

• Final authority in disputes between states

• Establish  a national postal system

Successes

• Managing the new territories 

acquired through Treaty of  Paris



Managing Western 
Territories

• Land Ordinance of  1785-
provided for the survey and sale of  
Western lands using an ordered 
grid system (division of  land into 
townships)

• Revenue from the sale of  16th section 
of  land in each township would be 
reserved for establishment of
public schools





Managing Western 
Territories

• Northwest Ordinance of  1787-

established a system of  government 

for the territory north of  the Ohio 

River; provided a model for 

incorporation of  future territories 

into the Union as co-equal states

• Slavery prohibited north of  

the Ohio River



Weaknesses of  the A.O.C.

What could Congress NOT do?

• Tax citizens

• Draft soldiers

• No executive branch

• No judicial branch

Other limits: 

• Guaranteed sovereignty of  

individual states

• All power not given to Congress 

reserved to states



Crisis of  the 1780s

Economic crisis Inflation Unpaid war debts
Commercial 

regulations not 
effective

Very little revenue 
generated by 

Congress



Shay’s Rebellion

• https://youtu.be/3ImIEcsTEVo

• Daniel Shays- Massachusetts farmer 
who led an uprising against 
Massachusetts government

• Shay’s Rebellion- rebellion of  farmers 
burdened with debt caused by state’s 
economic problems. Attempted to seize a 
federal arsenal in Mass. but were 
stopped. 

• Led to  the 1787 Constitutional 
Convention

https://youtu.be/3ImIEcsTEVo


Articles of  Confederation History 

Lab

How do I choose which evidence 

supports or refutes an argument?


