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Standards

SSUSH5 Investigate specific events and key ideas that brought about the adoption and 
implementation of  the United States Constitution.

c) Explain the key features of  the Constitution, including the Great Compromise, 
limited government and the Three-Fifths Compromise.

d) Evaluate the major arguments of  the Anti-Federalists and Federalists during 
the debate on ratification of  the Constitution, the Federalist Papers, and the 
roles of  Alexander Hamilton and James Madison. 

e) Explain how objections to the ratification of  the Constitution were addressed in 
the Bill of  Rights. 



Learning Objectives

SWBAT examine the arguments of  Federalists

and Anti-Federalists IOT analyze why Anti-

Federalists were reluctant to {ratify} the U.S. 

Constitution.



Inquiry

How did compromise shape the 

formation of  the Constitution?



Crash Course Government #5 
“Constitutional Compromises”:
https://youtu.be/kCCmuftyj8A 

(8:56)



The Constitutional Convention

• When? May- September 1787

• Where? Philadelphia, PA

• Who? 55 delegates from 12 states

• Purpose: Create a new frame of  government

• Presiding Officer:  George Washington



Virginia Plan

• Proposed by James Madison of  Virginia

• Virginia Plan- Representation in 

legislature would be proportional to each 

states’ population 

• Conflict?  Larger states would have more 

voting power. 



New Jersey Plan

• Proposed by William Paterson of  New 

Jersey

• New Jersey Plan- All states would be 

equally represented in legislature

• Conflict? Smaller states were reluctant to 

give up equality with larger states



Great Compromise

• Proposed by Roger Sherman of  Connecticut 

– also called the Connecticut Compromise

• Created a bicameral legislature (2 houses) 

• Number of  delegates to House of  

Representatives based on population

• Equal representation for all states in 

Senate



Three-Fifths Compromise

• Conflict? Southern states wanted to 
protect the practice of  slavery. In some 
states, slaves made up a significant 
portion of  the population.

• Three-Fifths Compromise- Allowed 
states to count slaves as 3/5 of  a person 
when calculating population (for purpose 
of  counting representatives and for 
taxation)



Electoral 
College

• Electoral College-
President would be voted 
on by electors (not by 
popular vote)

• Solution! 

• # of  delegates to the 
House of  
Representatives + # 
of  Senators = # of  
Electors





Should we ratify the Constitution?

FEDERALISTS – Yes, 

because…

ANTI-FEDERALISTS –

No, because…

• It provides order and stability

• It protects trade

• It provides separation of  

powers

• It sets up a system of  checks 

and balances

• It doesn’t have a Bill of  Rights

• Strong government would 

deny people of  their rights

• State and local governments 

better meet the people’s needs

• It favors the wealthy





Assessment

Answer the following in 1-2 paragraphs. 

Imagine you are a Federalist/Anti-Federalist delegate to the 
Constitutional Convention. Write an editorial to be published in 
a local newspaper arguing your point of  view. 

You must: 

-Acknowledge why the Articles of  Confederation need to be replaced

-Demonstrate an understanding of  both arguments with a 
counterclaim and rebuttal


