
BELLRINGER

What was the impact of the Mexican War on 

growing sectionalism? 

(Use the terms Manifest Destiny, Treaty of Guadalupe-

Hidalgo, and slavery in your response.) 



THE UNION IN 
PERIL

M S . L U C O  

I B  H I S T



STANDARDS

SSUSH8 Explore the relationship between slavery, growing north-south divisions, and westward 

expansion that led to the outbreak of the Civil War.

a) Explain the impact of the Missouri Compromise on the admission of states from the 

Louisiana Territory.

d) Explain how the Compromise of 1850 arose out of territorial expansion and population 

growth.

e) Evaluate the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the failure of popular sovereignty, Scott v. Sanford, John 

Brown’s Raid on Harper’s Ferry, and the election of 1860 as events leading to the Civil War.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

SWBAT examine the breakdown of congressional 

compromise over the issue of slavery IOT explore 

the relationship between slavery, growing north-south 

divisions, and westward expansion that led to the 

outbreak of the Civil War.



INQUIRY

How did the relationship between slavery, 

growing north-south divisions, and westward 

expansion lead to the outbreak of the Civil 

War?



MISSOURI COMPROMISE (1820)

https://youtu.be/68gi3C0A9Fo

Provisions of the Missouri Compromise: 

1. Maine (free state) and Missouri (slave state) would both enter the 
Union 

2. For rest of Louisiana Territory, slavery would be prohibited North of 
the 36˚30” parallel 

Henry Clay – the “Great Compromiser”

https://youtu.be/68gi3C0A9Fo




GAG RULE 1836-1844

•Prohibited the discussion 

of anti-slavery petitions 

in Congress 

Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, 1851Anti-slavery petition, 1830s



WILMOT 
PROVISO (1847) 

• Following the start of the 

Mexican-American War, 

Representative David 

Wilmot proposed 

legislation that would ban 

slavery in land acquired 

from Mexico

• This bill failed in the 

Senate.



FREE-SOIL PARTY

• Opposed the expansion of 

slavery into western territories 

in order to protect northern 

industry and small farmers

• Opposed “slave power”/ planter 

aristocracy 

• No humanitarian concern for 

enslaved people



COMPROMISE OF 1850

• Introduced as 5 individual bills: 

1. California would be admitted as a free state

2. Utah and New Mexico’s voters would decide if the territory would permit 

slavery (popular sovereignty) 

3. Territorial dispute settled between Texas and New Mexico

4. All citizens of U.S. would be required to apprehend runaway slaves. Failure 

to do so would result in imprisonment or fines (Fugitive Slave Act)

5. Slave trade would be abolished in Washington, D.C., but the practice of 

slavery would continue there





POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY

•The idea that individual territories applying 

for statehood should decide the issue of 

slavery for themselves.



T H E  
B R E A K D O W N  O F  
C O M P R O M I S E



KANSAS-
NEBRASKA ACT 
(1854)
• Created territories of Kansas 

and Nebraska

• Stephen A. Douglas 

included popular 

sovereignty provision in the 

bill 

• Repealed Missouri 

Compromise 

• Effect: Pro- and anti- slavery 

groups rushed to Kansas in 

attempt to create voting 

majorities there



“BLEEDING KANSAS”
• Series of violence between pro-slavery 

and anti-slavery groups

– Examples: 

• Sacking of Lawrence, KS by pro-
slavery groups

• Pottawatomie Massacre led by John 
Brown (abolitionist)

• Failure of popular sovereignty 

• Debate over proposed state 
constitutions 

– Pro-slavery Lecompton Constitution 
recognized by President Buchanan



TED-ED K-N ACT

•https://youtu.be/oWww0YIf-JE

https://youtu.be/oWww0YIf-JE


POLITICAL CARTOON SHOWING SENATOR CHARLES 
SUMNER OF MASSACHUSETTS BEING ATTACKED BY 
REPRESENTATIVE PRESTON BROOKS FROM SOUTH 
CAROLINA, 1856







POLITICAL EFFECTS

• Whig Party disintegrated 

• Democratic Party became only 

party in the South

• “Know- Nothing” Party –

short-lived American Party. 

Appealed to anti-Catholic, anti-

immigrant Nativists. 

• Emergence of Republican Party 

– sectional politics



REPUBLICAN 
PARTY

• K-N Act split political 

parties, leading to 

formation of new 

Republican Party 

(platform: opposed to 

expansion of slavery)

• Anti-slavery Whigs + Anti-

slavery Democrats + Free-

Soil Party + Know-

Nothings



CULTURAL SECTIONALISM

• Churches split into northern and southern 

denominations

• Southern literature romanticized plantation 

life

• Northern literature condemned slavery

• Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher 

Stowe – fueled the northern abolitionist 

movement, immensely successful in the 

north 



EXCERPT FROM MAJORITY OPINION IN 
SUPREME COURT CASE DRED SCOTT V. 
SANFORD
“. . . Can a negro, whose ancestors were imported into this country, and sold as 

slaves, become a member of the political community formed and brought into 

existence by the Constitution of the United States, and as such become entitled 

to all the rights, and privileges, and immunities, guaranteed by that instrument to 

the citizen? One of which rights is the privilege of suing in a court of the United 

States in the cases specified in the Constitution.

We think they [people of African ancestry] are not [citizens], and that they are not 

included, and were not intended to be included, under the word "citizens" in the 

Constitution, and can therefore claim none of the rights and privileges which that 

instrument provides for and secures to citizens of the United States.”



DRED SCOTT V. 
SANFORD (1857)

• Supreme Court ruling that settled a lawsuit 

in which an enslaved man, Dred Scott 

claimed he should be legally free

• Court ruled that no African American, free 

or enslaved, could be a citizen of the United 

States

• Court also ruled that Congress could not 

prohibit slavery in federal territories 

(declared Missouri Compromise 

unconstitutional)



LINCOLN-
DOUGLAS 
DEBATES (1858)

• Debates for Illinois Senate seat between 

Abraham Lincoln (Rep.) and Stephen 

Douglas (Dem.)

• Freeport Doctrine- stated by Douglas, that 

any territory had the right to exclude slavery 

by refusing to pass pro-slavery laws 

– Alienated many Democrats (Led to 1860 election 

loss)

• Lincoln characterized slavery as moral 

problem 

– Gained national reputation as a result of debates



JOHN BROWN’S RAID AT 
HARPER’S FERRY (1859)

• Abolitionist John Brown led group of 
men in a raid on federal armory at 
Harper’s Ferry in hopes of arming slaves 
for a rebellion

• Captured by Colonel Robert E. Lee and 
executed by hanging

• https://youtu.be/11gevEoaJsk

• Polarized reactions

https://youtu.be/11gevEoaJsk


REACTION TO JOHN BROWN’S RAID 
AT HARPER’S FERRY (1859)

The Harper’s Ferry invasion has advanced the cause of Disunion 

more than any other event…since the formation of the government; 

it has rallied to that standard men who formerly looked upon it with 

horror; it has revived, with tenfold strength, the desire of a Southern 

Confederacy. The heretofore most determined friends of the Union 

may now be heard saying, “If under the form of a [Union] our peace is 

disturbed, our state invaded, its peaceful citizens cruelly 

murdered…by those who should be our warmest friends, … and the 

people of the North sustain the outrage, then let disunion come.”



THE RICHMOND ENQUIRER (VIRGINIA 
NEWSPAPER) -1859

The Harper’s Ferry invasion has advanced the cause of Disunion 

more than any other event…since the formation of the government; 

it has rallied to that standard men who formerly looked upon it with 

horror; it has revived, with tenfold strength, the desire of a Southern 

Confederacy. The heretofore most determined friends of the Union 

may now be heard saying, “If under the form of a [Union] our peace is 

disturbed, our state invaded, its peaceful citizens cruelly 

murdered…by those who should be our warmest friends, … and the 

people of the North sustain the outrage, then let disunion come.”



REACTION TO JOHN BROWN’S RAID 
AT HARPER’S FERRY (1859)

But his are the errors of a fanatic, not the crimes of a felon. It were 

absurd to apply to him opprobrious epithets or wholesale 

denunciations. The essence of crime is the pursuit of selfish 

gratification in disregard of others’ good; and that is the precise 

opposite of Old Brown’s impulse and deed. He periled and sacrificed 

not merely his own life – that were, perhaps, a moderate stake – but 

the lives of his beloved sons, the earthly happiness of his family and 

theirs, to benefit a despised and downtrodden race – to deliver from 

bitter bondage and degradation those whom he had never seen. 



NEW YORK TRIBUNE (NEWSPAPER) -
1859

But his are the errors of a fanatic, not the crimes of a felon. It were 

absurd to apply to him opprobrious epithets or wholesale 

denunciations. The essence of crime is the pursuit of selfish 

gratification in disregard of others’ good; and that is the precise 

opposite of Old Brown’s impulse and deed. He periled and sacrficied

not merely his own life – that were, perhaps, a moderate stake – but 

the lives of his beloved sons, the earthly happiness of his family and 

theirs, to benefit a despised and downtrodden race – to deliver from 

bitter bondage and degradation those whom he had never seen. 





ELECTION OF 1860

• The SPARK

• Abraham Lincoln won presidential election 

in November 

• Crittenden Compromise (Dec. 1860)–

last effort by Constitutional Unionist to 

prevent war. Proposed amendments that 

would make slavery permanent.

– Vehemently opposed by Lincoln 

• On December 20, 1860, South Carolina 

seceded from the Union; by February, six 

other Deep South states had followed her 

lead.


