
IT IS FEBRUARY 1776…

The rebellion that began in New England at Lexington and 
Concord the previous year has spread and seems to be sliding 
toward full-scale war. In the public squares and newspapers, there 
is constant debate over the consequences and objectives of the 
rebellion. A huge range of opinions exists, but four principal 
options have emerged…

Read the four options and your character card. 

Which option do you feel is the most reasonable (from the 
perspective of your character)? Why?

When you have written your response, tell your neighbors who 
you are and try to persuade them to agree with your option. 



HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/XNQVKV465CM

https://youtu.be/XNqVKV465CM


THE WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE Ms.Luco

IB History



STANDARDS

SSUSH4 Analyze the ideological, military, social, and diplomatic aspects of the 
American Revolution.

b. Explain the reason for and the significance of the French alliance and other foreign 
assistance including the diplomacy of Benjamin Franklin and John Adams. 

c. Analyze George Washington as a military leader, including but not limited to the 
influence of Baron von Steuben, Marquis de Lafayette, and the significance of Valley 
Forge in the creation of a professional military.   

d. Investigate the roles of geography at the battles of Trenton, Saratoga and 
Yorktown. 

e. Examine the roles of women, American Indians, and enslaved and free Blacks in 
supporting the war effort. 



LEARNING OBJECTIVE

SWBAT identify the strengths and weaknesses 
of the Revolutionary army and the British army 
IOT explain how the colonists were able to be 
successful in their quest for independence. 



INQUIRY

What was the impact of foreign alliances 
during the American Revolution in 
supporting the American victory?



KEY PEOPLE



GEORGE WASHINGTON

George Washington (1732-99) was 
commander in chief of the Continental 
Army during the American 
Revolutionary War (1775-83) and served 
two terms as the first U.S. president, from 
1789 to 1797. 

During the American Revolution, he led the 
colonial forces to victory over the British 
and became a national hero. 

In 1787, he was elected president of the 
convention that wrote the U.S. 
Constitution.



BARON VON STEUBEN

A Prussian and American military officer. 

He served as inspector general and 
major general of the Continental Army 
during the American Revolutionary War. 

He is credited with being one of the 
fathers of the Continental Army in 
teaching them the essentials of military 
drills, tactics, and disciplines at Valley 
Forge.



MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE

He served as a general in the 
Continental Army under George 
Washington; he blocked 
Cornwallis’ troops at 
Yorktown while the armies of 
Washington prepared for 
battle against the British.



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

One of the leading figures of early American 
history, Benjamin Franklin (1706-90) was a 
statesman, author, publisher, scientist, inventor 
and diplomat. 

During the American Revolution, he served in the 
Second Continental Congress and helped draft 
the Declaration of Independence in 1776. 

He also negotiated the 1783 Treaty of Paris 
that ended the Revolutionary War (1775-83). 

In 1787, in his final significant act of public 
service, he was a delegate to the convention 
that produced the U.S. Constitution.



JOHN ADAMS

John Adams (1735-1826) was a leader of the American 
Revolution, and served as the second U.S. president from 
1797 to 1801. 

Adams became a critic of Great Britain’s authority in 
colonial America and viewed the British imposition of high 
taxes and tariffs as a tool of oppression. 

During the 1770s, he was a delegate to the Continental 
Congress. 

In the 1780s, Adams served as a diplomat in Europe 
and helped negotiate the Treaty of Paris (1783), which 
officially ended the American Revolutionary War 
(1775-83).



LORD CORNWALLIS

One of the leading British 
generals during the American 
Revolutionary War; his 
surrender in 1781 to a 
combined American and 
French force at Yorktown 
ended significant hostilities in 
North America.



THE HESSIANS

German mercenaries hired by 
the British to fight in the 
Revolutionary War. 

The Hessians were defeated by 
Washington in a surprise attack 
at Trenton, New Jersey.



FOREIGN AID

The French –

The Treaty of Alliance of 1778 was a defensive alliance 
between France and the United States of America formed during 
the American Revolution. France and the U.S.A. promised mutual 
military support in case of attack by Britain. 

The Spanish –

Spain would provide support in the form of financial and 
material assistance to the Continental Army. In return, Spain was 
hoping to regain control of Florida after the war. 



WOMEN IN THE REVOLUTION

• “Camp followers” – would wash, 
cook, and nurse the wounded in camp

• A few women, such as Deborah 
Sampson, disguised themselves as men 
to participate in the fighting.

• Legend of “Molly Pitcher”

• Some women were spies for the 
Continental Army, as the British army 
would hire local women to clean, cook, 
etc. 



AMERICAN INDIANS IN THE 
REVOLUTION

• Most western American Indians sided with the 
British to prevent further western settlement. 
(Proclamation of 1763)

• Eastern American Indians (like the member tribes 
of the Iroquois Confederacy) were divided over 
which side to support

• Tribes like the Oneidas and Tuscaroras supported 
the Patriots

• Those that provided support would be dismayed 
by their lack of representation in negotiating the 
1783 Treaty of Paris



ENSLAVED AND FREE BLACKS 
IN THE REVOLUTION

• Many free and enslaved Blacks viewed the 
American Revolution as an opportunity for 
expanding their own rights

• Crispus Attucks- one of the Bostonians killed at the 
Boston Massacre after supporting the efforts to 
challenge the increased presence of British troops

• At least 5,000 enslaved and free Blacks fought 
with the Continental Army and volunteer militias 

•Another 1,000 enslaved and free Blacks fought 
with the British

•Over 20,000 enslaved people would leave the 
colonies with the British, preferring an uncertain 
future in Britain to a return to enslavement



VIDEO: ENTIRE REVOLUTIONARY WAR IN 18 MIN

https://youtu.be/JeqtkPR9l_0

Look fors: 

1) What was the result of the Battle of Bunker Hill?

2) Who led the Continental Army?

3) What did the Americans need to do to gain the alliance of France?

4) What was the strategic significance of Washington’s crossing of the Delaware 
River?

5) Why was the Battle of Saratoga a turning point of the war?

6) What occurred at the Battle of Yorktown?

https://youtu.be/JeqtkPR9l_0


VOCABULARY KNOWLEDGE RATING


