
Bellringer

Read “Wilson’s Legacy” handout 

and answer the question in your 

binder. 



WWI – Significance to the 

U.S. and its hemispheric 

status



Learning Objective 

SWBAT describe the increasingly active role of the 

Americas in world affairs between 1880 and 1929 

IOT evaluate the impact of modernization on 

foreign policy in the region. 



Isolationism 

1920s – Republican 
Presidents Harding and 
Coolidge focused on 
domestic policies

Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee headed by 
Henry Cabot Lodge
supported isolationism

U.S. would informally 
cooperate with League 
of Nations, but refused to 
join World Court 



According to this source, is Cabot Lodge an isolationist? 

Let’s OPVL this source!

An extract from Only Yesterday by F. L. Allen, a journalist’s 
account of the 1920s, published by Harper and Row, New 
York, in 1931, page 24. Allen is referring specifically to the 
views of Henry Cabot Lodge.

He believed that the essence of American foreign policy 
should be to keep the country clear of foreign 
entanglements unless our honor was involved, to be ready to 
fight and fight hard the moment it became involved, and 
when the fight was over to disentangle ourselves once more, 
stand aloof and mind our own business. As Chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Lodge considered it to 
be his duty to see that the United States was not drawn into 
any international agreement which would endanger this 
policy.



Isolationism – Interpretation  

Historians today 

disagree with the 

interpretation that the 

U.S. was entirely 

isolationist 

 U.S. economy and 

influence too far-

reaching



Post-War Influence in Latin America

 Investment in the region soared in the 1920s 

 U.S. dominated the media, utilities, and 

automobile manufacturing

 Kemmerer Plans – plans to stabilize and 
develop the economies of Latin American 

countries by establishing a central bank and 

placing US officials in supervisory roles in their 

economies

 Echo of Dollar Diplomacy?

 Problems: US had to intervene militarily in 

Latin America to protect US investments, 

property, and citizens

 Echo of Big Stick Diplomacy?



Good Neighbor Policy

 Triennial Conference of Western Hemisphere 
Countries, 1928 – condemned the right of 

any state to intervene in another

 Sec. of State Frank Kellogg – argued that 
Roosevelt Corollary was the wrong 

interpretation of the Monroe Doctrine

 Good Neighbor policy formally adopted by 

Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1933, but put into 

practice in 1920s 

 US troops would be removed and 
replaced with local militias and US-

backed dictatorships 

 E.g. Nicaragua and Dominican Republic –
the cost of removing US occupations was 

US support for oppressive dictatorships 



What point is Galeano making in this source?
Let’s OPVL this source!

An extract from Open Veins of Latin America by Eduardo 
Galeano, 25th anniversary edition published by Monthly Review 
Press, London, 1997, page 108.

The United States occupied Haiti for twenty years and, in that 
black country that had been the scene of the first victorious slave 
revolt, introduced racial segregation and forced labor, killed 1500 
workers in one of its repressive operations (according to a U.S. 
Senate investigation in 1922), and when the local government 
refused to turn the Banco Nacional into a branch of New York’s 
National City Bank, suspended the salaries of the president and 
his ministers so that they might think again. Alternating the “big 
stick” with “dollar diplomacy,” similar actions were carried out in 
the other Caribbean islands and in all of Central America, the 
geopolitical space of the imperial mare nostrum.



Review for Unit 5 Exam. 
Create an outline for the DBQ essay in the subject of your choice. 

Review the Paper 1 DBQ guide – be prepared to write an OPVL and 

Compare & Contrast response. 

Review the study guide – you need to demonstrate knowledge of 

each point. 


