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Was it possible for the U.S. to maintain 

neutrality in World War I?

What events pulled the U.S. closer to war 

between 1914 and 1917?
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Learning Objective

SWBAT describe the increasingly active 

role of the Americas in world affairs

between 1880 and 1929 IOT evaluate

the impact of modernization on foreign 

policy in the region. 



July 28, 1914

Austria-Hungary declares war 

on Serbia

World War I begins

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85058396/1914-07-28/ed-1/seq-1/


August 19, 

1914

Wilson declares neutrality



November 11, 

1914

British blockade of Germany begins



December 26, 1914

Secretary of States William 

Jennings Bryan issues a 

protest against British 

seizure of American ships



February 4, 1915

Germany declares 

British waters a war 

zone; begins policy of 

unrestricted 

submarine warfare



April 22, 1915

The German Embassy 

issues a travel warning 

to the U.S.



May 7, 1915

German U-Boats sink 

the Lusitania, killing 

1,198 people, 

including 128 

Americans



August 19, 1915

 Sinking of the SS Arabic, 

killing 2 Americans

 Germany responded by 

promising passenger liners 

would be “sunk only after 

warning and saving of lives, 

provided they do not flee or 

resist”



May 4, 1916

 Germany issues the Sussex 

Pledge

 German government 

pledged, or promised, not to 

sink any more ocean liners or 

merchant ships without prior 

warning or making 

accommodations for 

passengers



June 3, 

1916
U.S. begins to mobilize 
by passing the National 
Defense Act of 1916 
and 2 other bills



Nov. 7, 1916

Wilson Elected for a 2nd Term



January 16, 1917

 A secret telegram was sent by 

German Foreign Minister, Arthur 

Zimmermann, promising the return of 
New Mexico, Arizona and Texas to 

Mexico if it allied with Germany 

against the United States.

 The telegram was decoded by 

British intelligence in February printed 

in American newspapers on March 

1, 1917.



February 1, 1917

Germany announces 

its intention to resume 

unrestricted use of 

submarine warfare 

on Jan. 31, to take 

effect the next day



February 3, 1917

United States 

breaks diplomatic 

relations with 

Germany in 

response to 

Germany’s 

announcement



April 2, 1917

 April 2, 1917 – Woodrow 

Wilson delivers message to 

Congress asking for 

Declaration of War against 

Germany 

 April 6, 1917 – Congress 

declares war on Germany

 US enters as an associated 

power

 “The world must be made 

safe for democracy.”



Assessment 

Read the “Key Debate” section on the historiography of 

U.S. involvement in World War I. Using the text, your notes, 

the timeline chart you completed, and the primary source 

“clues”, answer the following in a well-developed essay 

supported by details and historical evidence: 

To what extent was it possible for the U.S. to 
maintain neutrality in World War I? 


