
Unit 2 
The First World War

2.1 Introduction to 
20th Century Wars
IB History of the Americas Year 1



IB 
Syllabus

Paper 2 Prescribed content 
(20th century wars): 
§Causes of war: 
§Economic, ideological, political, 
territorial and other causes

§Short-term and long-term causes



Learning 
Objective

SWBAT identify the economic, 
ideological, political, and 
territorial factors leading to the 
First World War IOT evaluate 
the short-term and long-term 
causes of the war. 



Inquiry
To what extent was 
Germany most 
responsible for starting a 
global war in 1914? 



Between Years 1 and 2 you will study: 

§ First World War (1914 - 1918)
§ Second World War (1939 - 1945) – also Paper 3 (WWII in the Americas)
§ 2 civil wars from different regions:

§ Europe: Spanish Civil War (1936 – 1939) 
§ Asia: Chinese Civil War (1927 – 1949)

Aim: To compare and contrast 20th century wars.
Each war is considered in terms of Causes (short and long term), Practice (main 
events, how it was fought, role of technology), Effects (results – military, political, social 
and economic). 





§Limited war – A war in which the 
nations fighting do not expend all of
their available resources and whose 
objective is less than total defeat of the 
enemy

§Civil war – fought between people 
within the same country

§Total war – All the resources of a nation 
– human, economic, etc. – are used by 
the state to achieve complete victory 



§ Conventional war – wars fought mainly with soldiers 
§ Sieges – where enemy attempts to surround, cut off and 

starve strong points before attacking
§ War of attrition – Military strategy of wearing down the 

enemy to force their collapse
§ Open-order warfare (both sides move their forces until they 

meet in conflict) or guerrilla warfare (smaller groups operate 
independently to attack the enemy wherever possible, 
sometimes non-military) 

§ Defensive (holding positions) or offensive (attacking 
positions) 

§ Infantry – on foot
§ Cavalry – using horses or vehicles
§ Artillery – using big guns, cannons 



§Propaganda – The 
means used by a state 
to persuade its citizens 
to support it or its 
policies



§ Nation – A group of 
people who share a 
number of
commonalities 
generally including 
language, culture, 
historical development 
and territory

§ Nationalism – an 
emotional attachment 
to a group and a desire 
for it to be politically 
independent 



Science and Industry 

§ Industrialization – the development of industry; a reorganization of the 
economy for the purpose of manufacturing 
§ Industrial Revolution had begun in England at the end of the 18th century

§ By 1870 had spread to the rest of Europe and the Americas

§ Science – national rivalries to develop technologies contributed to the 
development of science as a profession



§ Balance of power – Principle dominant in European 
foreign relations in the 18th and 19th centuries that says 
states must ensure their own survival by preventing any 
single power from gaining enough power to dominate 
the others

“Europe has known almost as much peace as war; and it 
has owed these periods of peace to the Balance of 

Power. No one state has ever been strong enough to eat 
up all the rest, and the mutual jealousy of the Great 

Powers has preserved even the small states, which could 
not have preserved themselves.”

- Historian A.J.P. Taylor





§ 1789 – 1914 
§ Dominant forces during this period: 

§ Nationalism
§ Industrialization
§ Militarism
§ Science 
§ Imperialism 

§ First World War
(July 28, 1914 – November 11, 1918) 
§ Produced enormous social, political 

and economic changes 



§ These are not so much causes as they are 
trends which increased the likelihood of war. 

§ They are interconnected developments. 
§ A useful, but not definitive, acronym. 

§M – Militarism
§A – Alliances
§I – Imperialism
§N – Nationalism 



§The assassination of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand of Austria-
Hungary in Sarajevo on June 
28, 1914 

§Leads to the July Crisis and 
the outbreak of the Great War



§War Guilt Clause: 
"The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and 
Germany accepts the responsibility of Germany and 
her allies for causing all the loss and damage to 
which the Allied and Associated Governments and 
their nationals have been subjected as a 
consequence of the war imposed upon them by the 
aggression of Germany and her allies."



§The origins of the First World War are controversial and 
complex.

§The record of evidence concerning the origins of the First 
World War requires careful analysis and scrutiny. 

§The victorious powers placed blame for the war’s origins on 
Germany and her allies. 

§Some historians’ view that the war was caused by alliances, 
imperialism, militarism and nationalism is helpful, but too 
simplistic. 



Part 1 –
• Long-term MAIN trends 

leading to WWI
• Short-term causes
• 1st Unit Exam – Paper 

2: Causes of WWI 

01
Part 2
• Practices and 

Technology 
• The U.S. in WWI

02
Part 3 
• Final stages of the war
• Peace negotiations
• Effects of WWI
• 2nd Unit Exam – Paper 

2: Course & Effects of 
WWI

03



You and your group will collect facts on an event or development from the “Long 19th 
century” in order to understand the background of the First World War. You will prepare 
a 5-slide presentation to share your findings.

5-slide presentation should include: 

• #1 Title Slide: Include group member names.
• #2 Overview slide: What? When? Where? Who was involved? (Bullet points)
• #3 Information Slide: Why? So what? Include at least two reasons why this event/ development was significant. 

(Dig deeper than the overview section)
• #4 Image Slide: No text! Find a relevant image and prepare to discuss what it tells us about the event or 

development.
• #5 Bibliography: Acknowledge your sources in MLA style.

Suggested Group Roles: 

• Researcher – Responsible for finding and evaluating sources and citing information
• Scribe – Responsible for typing, editing 
• Presenter(s) – Responsible for presenting the Informative and/ or Image slides to the class 



§Watch The Great War Part 1 “On the Idle Hill of 
Summer” (40 min.) – 1963 documentary film 
§Complete viewing guide due 1/9 (A), 1/10 (B) 


