
IB History of the Americas Year 1



IB 
Syllabus

Paper 2 Prescribed content: 20th century wars

§ Causes of war: 

§ Economic, ideological, political, territorial and 
other causes

§ Short-term and long-term causes



Learning 
Objective

SWBAT identify the economic, 
ideological, political, and 
territorial factors leading to the 
First World War IOT evaluate 
the short-term and long-term 
causes of the war. 



Inquiry
To what extent was Germany 
most responsible for starting a 
global war in 1914? 



Part 2 –
Tinderbox Europe: From 
Balkan Troubles to WWI 
1. Why was the empire of 

Austria-Hungary “slowly 
being torn apart”?

2. What issues inflamed 
Serbian hatred of Austria-
Hungary?

3. Why did Serbia alienate a lot 
of Europe?

4. What was the Black Hand?

5. What was the effect of the 
Moroccan Crisis on the 
relationships between 
England, France and 
Germany?

6. What nation was an ally of 
Serbia following the Balkan 
Wars?



the idea that people with the same ethnic origins, language, 
and political ideals had the right to form sovereign states 
through the process of self-determination



Part 3 –
A Shot that Changed the World: 
The Assassination of Franz 
Ferdinand I

1. Who was Franz Ferdinand?

2. Who was Gavrilo Princip?

3. What was the immediate 
reaction to the 
assassination from 
Europeans?

4. Why was Franz Ferdinand 
the “wrong guy”?

5. What was the result of 
Franz Ferdinand’s 
assassination?



§The assassination of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand of Austria-
Hungary in Sarajevo on June 
28, 1914 

§Leads to the July Crisis and 
the outbreak of the Great War



SLIPPERY 
SLOPE TO 

WAR

Directions: 

Read each scenario with 
your group. Refer to the 
country profile to respond 
to each scenario with 3 
clear and specific courses 
of action. 

You MUST go in order and 
work through each 
scenario as a team 
(“divide and conquer” will 
not work here). 

The goal is to avoid war –
can you come up with 
plans that will maintain 
peace at each phase?







§ July 6 – Germany’s “blanque check” (unconditional 
support)

§ July 23 – Austria issues an ultimatum to Serbia. 

§ July 28 – Austria declares war on Serbia after Serbia only 
accepts 8 out of 10 demands. 

Austria’s rationale…

§ Preservation of the Austro-Hungarian empire

§ Relied on alliance w/ Germany 

§ Belief that they could manage a quick victory over Serbia 

§ Prevent Serbian nationalism from spreading

§ Willingness of its statesmen, including Count Leopold 
Berchtold, to take risks

Emperor Franz Josef

Foreign Minister Berchtold





§ July 24 – Serbian government appeals to Russia for help

§ July 25 – Serbian PM Nicola Pasic ordered army to mobilize

§ July 26 – Response to ultimatum, accept almost all terms 

Serbia’s rationale…

§ Serbian government was not directly involved in the assassination 

§ Relied on support from Russia

§ One demand in particular – allowing Austria to conduct an internal 
inquiry over the murder – was an infringement on the Serbian 
constitution and unacceptable

§ Motivated by irredentism (desire to bring together ethnic Serbs in 
one territory)





§ July 29 – Ordered partial mobilization of its forces

§ July 29-August 1 – Willy-Nicky telegrams (Kaiser Wilhelm 
appealed to his cousin to stop mobilizing)

§ August 2 – Russia declares war 

Russia’s rationale…

§ Support for fellow Slavs

§ Military power and preparation

§ Alliances w/ Britain and France

§ Prior humiliation in foreign affairs

§ Expectation of a quick victory due to overwhelming numbers 
and improved railways

Tsar Nicholas II 
(“Nicky”)







§ July 6 – Germany issues a “blank cheque” to Austa-Hungary

§ July 30 - Germany mobilizes and demands that Russia demobilize 

§ August 1 – When German ultimatum to Russia expires, Germany 
declares war 

§ August 2 – Germany issues an ultimatum to Belgium to allow the 
passage of German troops

§ August 3 – Germany declares war on France 

§ August 4 – German forces invade Belgium 

Germany’s rationale… 

§ Germany’s war plans, developed decades earlier, called for a quick 
invasion of France to avoid a 2-front war

§ Chancellor Theobald Bethmann-Hollweg had aim of making 
Germany the dominant world power

§ Encouraging Austrian war plans would present an opportunity to 
solve the problem of “encirclement” 

§ Thought Russia would be slow to mobilize

Kaiser Wilhelm II (“Willy”)

Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg







§ August 1 – France mobilizes its forces

§ August 10 – France declares war on Austria-Hungary

France’s rationale…

§ Concern w/ Germany’s challenges to its empire

§ Alliance w/ Russia, entente w/ Britain 

§ Strong sense of nationalism and desire for the return of 
Alsace-Lorraine
§ Revanchist politicians – sought revenge for the Franco-

Prussian war

§ Plan 17 – a war plan to quickly attack the eastern border 
w/ Germany – made war worth the risk 





§ August 4 – Britain declares war on Germany 

§ August 10 – Britain declares war on Austria-Hungary 

Great Britain’s rationale…

§ 1839 treaty obligations to defend Belgium 

§ Nationalism – sense of pride in “King and Country” 

§ Opportunity to end German threat to British navy

§ Strong military (esp. naval) power

§ Need to maintain balance of power in Europe

§ Friendships w/ France and Russia would make war an acceptable 
risk

King George V

PM H.H. Asquith





§ More than 650,000 Canadians and Newfoundlanders 
served in WWI

§ Canadian enlistees, combatants and non-combatants, 
included women, indigenous First Nations people and 
Black Nova Scotians

§ The Canadian Corps were among the most effective and 
most celebrated forces on the Western Front

Canadian rationale…

§ Canada’s legal status as a British Dominion required it 
to participate in the war

§ Participation in the Great War may elevate Canadian 
independence 


