
Journal Prompt 
(Green section -
Source analysis: 
image)

What does the 

cartoon suggest 
about how the 
Great War began?

Source – “The 
Crime of the Ages. 

Who Did It?” by 
American political 
cartoonist John T. 

McCutcheon, 1914



Introduction Video

“One Thing You Should Know About WWI” 

Complete the following statement in 
your own words, based on what you 
took away from the video.

One thing we should know about WWI 
is ____. 

https://youtu.be/5nTvaVBbGxY

https://youtu.be/5nTvaVBbGxY


NATURE & 
PRACTICES 
OF THE FIRST 
WORLD WAR

IB History of the Americas

Year 1



Learning 
Objectives

◦SWBAT examine the 

technologies and practices of 
the First World War IOT
evaluate the importance of 

technology in determining 
tactics and outcomes. 



IB Syllabus

Paper 2 – 20th century wars

◦ Practices of war and their impact on the 
outcome: 

◦ Types of war: civil wars; wars between 
states; guerrilla wars

◦ Technological developments; air, naval 
and land warfare

◦ The extent of the mobilization of human 
and economic resources

◦ The influence and/or involvement of 
foreign powers



Inquiry

How important was 
technology in 
determining the tactics 
and outcome of the First 
World War? 



The Alliances & the Losses

◦ 31 Nations involved in one way or another

◦ Approx. 8.5 million military personnel dead

◦ Total casualties (dead and wounded): close to 
40 million 

◦ 70% casualty rate for Central Powers

◦ 52% for Allies

◦ C. Powers: Germany lost most (about1.8 
million)

◦ Allies: Russia lost most (about 1.7 million), 
then France (about 1.4 million)
◦ U.S. lost 116,000

The Central Powers
(Formed from the Triple 

Alliance)
ØGermany
ØAustria-Hungary
ØOttoman Empire
ØBulgaria

The Allied Powers
(Formed from the Triple Entente)

ØFrance
ØRussia
ØGreat Britain
ØItaly
ØJapan
ØThe United States





1914



The Great War begins…

Following the declarations 
of war in July and August 
1914, the European 
belligerents made their 
opening moves:  Austria-
Hungary opened fire on 
Serbia, Russia mobilized its 
troops, Britain prepared 
the British Expeditionary 
Force (the BEF), and 
Germany put its Schlieffen 
Plan into action.



Failure of French War Plans

◦ French Plan XVII – rapidly concentrate troops 
on border w/ Germany, quickly take over 
Alsace-Lorraine

◦ Based on assumption that an offensive would result 
in quick victory

◦ élan vital – belief that the “will to win” was 
more powerful than weaponry

◦ “Why? I don’t know. Because of my men, because I 
had a will. And then – God was there.” 

◦ French general Ferdinand Foch, when asked why 
he chose an offensive strategy at the Battle of the 
Marne



Failure of German War Plans
Schlieffen Plan based on several 
assumptions

Why it failed

• Assumed characteristics of modern war 
were rapid mobilization, movement, and 
quick decisive victories

• Also assumed Russians would be slow to 
mobilize and Austria-Hungary could 
effectively hold off Russia 

• Assumed Belgians would not resist
• Assumed France would fall quickly so that 

Germany could avoid a 2-front war

• Belgians launched a strong resistance, 
resulting in delays 

• This gave Britain time to organize the 
British Expeditionary Force (BEF) and 
land in France

• Russia mobilized faster than expected, so 
Germany had to move some of its troops to 
the Eastern Front

• Germans had to change their plans to 
attack Paris (from the east rather than the 
west), but met w/ French reservists who 
arrived in taxicabs



TAXIS OF THE 
MARNE





First Battle of the Marne

◦ First Battle of the Marne: Aug.-Sept., 1914; Allied victory

◦ Marks the failure of the Schlieffen Plan; ensured war 
would not be short

◦ Followed by: 

◦ The “Race to the Sea” – each side tried to outflank the other, 
resulting in the building of a continuous series of trenches 

stretching from the Alps to the Channel coast

◦ Entrenchment – systems of trenches were dug by troops to 

protect against enemy fire. 

◦ Trench warfare would characterize war on the Western Front.

◦ Failure to break through

◦ Stalemate by the end of 1914

Race to the Sea







Source Analysis -
Propaganda

What is the message of 
this British propaganda 
poster (1914)? 



Compare – American 
Propaganda (1918)



The Eastern Front, 1914
◦ Pattern: Russians could defeat the 

Austrians, but not the Germans – Germans 
had to keep coming to the aid of the 

Austrians 

◦ Russia’s position continued to worsen after 

the Ottoman Empire joined the Central 
Powers in October– cut Russia’s main 

supply route through the Dardanelles 

◦ Major battles: Tannenburg and Masurian
Lakes –

◦ German defeats of the Russians

◦ Boosted German morale, devastating to Russia



The Guns of August by Barbara Tuchman (1962)

Respond by using both factual evidence and evidence from 
the text as support for your claims. 

1. According to Tuchman, what motivated countries to 
keep fighting in the First World War?  How do the 
early events of the war (in 1914) illustrate these 
motivations?

2. Why was the Battle of the Marne so significant? 



1915



Journal 
Prompt (Blue 
section –
OPCVL)
With reference to its 
origin, purpose and 
content, analyze the 
value and limitations of 
this diagram for an 
historian studying the 
practices of WWI?

◦ Source – Trench 
warfare diagram, from 
“Over the Top” By An 
American Soldier Who 
Went, a memoir by 
Arthur Guy Empey
(1917)



Western 
Front, 1915-
1916



Stalemate on the Western Front

• Stalemate continued on the 
Western Front through 1915

• Second Battle of Ypres 
• April – May 1915
• Poison gas was used for the 

first time by Germans 
• Effective in clearing British 

trenches, but also 
prevented Germans from 
making progress



Poison Gas



War on Land 

◦ Western Front – Continuous battlefield (about 475 
miles) for four years, played key role in the outcome of 
the war

◦ Trench warfare 

◦ Static, positional warfare (rather than a war of movement)

◦ Impact of technology – soldiers had to dig down into 
defensive positions to keep out of line of machine-gun and 
artillery fire

◦ Complex systems of defense

◦ Area in between: no-man’s land

◦ Deadlier for attackers 

◦ Appalling living conditions

◦ war of attrition – intent was to break the enemy’s 
morale and reduce their numbers 





Machine Guns



Artillery



German howitzer 



No man’s land



Tanks



1916



Journal Prompt – Compare 
& Contrast (pink section)
Compare and contrast what Source 1 and Source 2 
reveal about the Battle of Verdun (Feb.-Dec. 1916). 

Source 1

German commander Erich von Falkenhayn, explaining his 
plans at Verdun 

“Just behind the French lines on the Western Front there are 

objectives which the French command must defend to the last 
man. If it so defends them the French army will be exhausted 
by its bloody losses in the inevitable combat, regardless of 
whether or not we win the objectives immediately. If, on the 
other hand, it lets them go, the damage to French morale will 
be enormous… The essential question is not to take 
Verdun…but to pin down the French, pull them towards the 

battlefield, and since they will have to defend it shoulder to 
shoulder, we shall bleed them white by virtue of our 
superiority in guns.” 

Source 2

Illustration of Kaiser Wilhelm II and his son, by Dutch 
cartoonist Louis Raemakers, published with the caption: 
"Father, we must have a higher pile to see Verdun." (1916) 



Verdun and the Somme ◦ Battle of Verdun 

◦ Feb.  - Dec. 1916; Germans launch massive attack against 
important French fortress town of Verdun 

◦ French, led by General Philippe Pétain, followed w/ 
counter-attacks w/ huge losses

◦ Battle broke all previous records for killing and 
destruction

◦ Casualties numbered more than 800,000 

◦ Battle of the Somme

◦ July – Nov, 1916; series of attacks led mainly by British 
under General Douglas Haig 

◦ Aim: take the pressure off the French at Verdun and ensure 
the Germans were fully committing troops on the Western 
Front

◦ British used tanks for the first time 

◦ Losses exceptionally high:

◦ British – 418,000

◦ German – 650,000

◦ French – 194,000



The Eastern Front, 1916-1917
◦ Brusilov Offensive – June – September 1916. Massive Russian 

offensive against the Austrians.

◦ Effects:

◦ Huge blow to Austro-Hungarian morale 

◦ In Russia, opposition to the Romanov dynasty reached a boiling point due 

to huge losses

◦ 1917 Russian Revolutions

◦ #1 February 1917 – Tsar Nicholas was forced to abdicate (give up 
the throne) 

◦ The new Provisional Government decided to maintain the war 
effort

◦ Support for Bolshevik Party grew in response

◦ #2 Bolsheviks overthrew the Provisional Government in October 

(Bolshevik Revolution)  and removed Russia from the war in 
December of 1917, closing the Eastern Front





OTHER 
FRONTS



Other Fronts
◦ Diversionary front – A military strategy to divert 

the attention of opposing forces

◦ Balkan Front

◦ Italian Front

◦ Italy vs. Austria-Hungary

◦ Battles of the Isonzo 

◦ Turkey and the Middle East

◦ Ottoman Empire vs. British and French colonial forces

◦ Gallipoli campaigns –

◦ 1st goal: British ships would end the Ottoman blockade of the 
Dardanelles to get supplies to Russia (failed)

◦ 2nd goal: Allies would win control of oil supplies in the Middle 
East (British succeeded) 

◦ 3rd goal: British and Indian troops drove Turks out of 
Palestine – final blow to Ottoman empire

◦ Colonial territories

◦ Britain maintained control of the seas – attacked 
overseas possessions of the Central Powers

◦ Involvement of soldiers from colonies 

◦ E.g. Fighting for British were soldiers from India, South 
Africa, New Zealand, Australia, and Canada

◦ France recruited fighters from North and West Africa

◦ Asia

◦ Japan joined war on side of the Allies

◦ Attacked and occupied German islands in the Pacific 
and the German fort at Kiaochow

◦ Germany lost its Asiatic colonies by the end of the war 






