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O – Origin  

P – Purpose 

C– Content 

V – Value 

L – Limitations 



Let’s take this 
example…

Origin: The Guns of August  is a history book by American historian 
Barbara W. Tuchman. It was first published in 1962.  

Purpose: In this text, Tuchman presents a narrative of the decisions, 
strategies, and events that began the Great War. 

Content: The book begins by briefly introducing prewar military planning 
(such as the Schlieffen Plan and Plan XVII) and the events of the July 
Crisis following the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand. Most of 
the text examines the events on the Western Front in August of 1914, 
such as the Battle of the Marne. She then surveys other fronts of battle, 
in the East and in the North Sea. 



A note on purpose – history texts: 
Consider the audience as part of the purpose of a source. 

Historians usually write for a general audience, students of history, and/or other historians. They 

usually present original research. Sometimes they offer a revision of a previous interpretation or 
an alternative view. 

There are different types of history texts:

• A narrative history, like The Guns of August, tells the story of an event or a series of events.

• A monograph has a narrow focus, usually detailing a specific subject. 

• A survey text has a broad focus, giving an overview of an era or topic. 



With reference to its origin, 
purpose and content, analyze 
the value and limitations of 
this source for a historian 
studying the start of the First 
World War.



Value – Usefulness of the Source

Value related to origin: 

A value of this source related to the origin is that Tuchman is a prize-
winning historian who is an expert in the field and thoroughly researched 
the subject of the book. Another value is that because it was published in 
1962, which is well after the events described, it has the benefit of 
hindsight.

Value related to purpose: 

A value of this source related to its purpose and content is that Tuchman 
presents evidence from a wide range of sources to support her narrative. 
It also presents an analysis of cause and effect, which helps to explain 
the start of the First World War. 



A note on value – history texts: 

Generally, historians aim to be objective. They present data and evidence for their arguments. 
They cite their sources in a consistent style, so that other people can check the validity of their 
claims. 

However, historians are human. They may be influenced by their experience, background, and 
emotions, just like anybody else. 

If you are thinking of using a history text for your own research, look up the historian –

Who are they? What institutions are they affiliated with? What are their views?



Limitations 

Limitation related to origin: 

A limitation related to the origin is that it is an older history text, 
from the 1960s. Since the book’s publication, there has been 
further research into the First World War. Tuchman’s book does 
not reflect the most current historical research. 

Limitation related to purpose: 

A limitation related to the purpose and content is that Tuchman 
focuses most of her narrative on the Western Front, so there is 
limited information about the start of the First World War on the 
Eastern Front. 



Evaluate Other Types of 
Sources



With reference to its origin, 
purpose and content, analyze the 
value and limitations of this 
source for a historian studying 
the experiences of soldiers during 
the Great War.



Step 1 – Identify the Origin



Source A – All Quiet on 
the Western Front by 
Erich Maria Remarque 
(1929)

Who is the author?

What occupation did the author have? What is their 
social status?

When was it created or published? 

Where was it published? In what original language? 
What version are we reading?

Is there anything we know about the author that is 
pertinent to our evaluation?

What specific type of source is this? 



Source B – Four Weeks 
in the Trenches by Fritz 
Kreisler (1915)

Who is the author?

What occupation did the author have? What is their 
social status?

When was it created or published?

Where was it published? In what language?

Is there anything we know about the author that is 
pertinent to our evaluation?

What specific type of source is this?



A note on origin 

There is sometimes overlap between “primary” and “secondary” sources. So, you 
must be as specific as you can be when describing the type of source. 

Generally, primary sources are not filtered through interpretation. Secondary 
sources are. 

One is not necessarily more reliable or valuable than the other. 

Other identifying information is more important than deciding whether a source is 
primary or secondary. Having other information about the origins, such as details 
about the author, helps you evaluate the source.



Step 2 – Read the Source



Step 3 – Identify the 
Purpose & Examine the 
Content



Source A – All Quiet on the 
Western Front by Erich Maria 
Remarque (1929)

Why did the author create this piece of work? 

What is the intent?

Why did the author choose this particular format?

Who is the intended audience? Who was the 

author thinking would receive this?

What does the document “say”? Can it tell you 

more than is on the surface? 



Source B – Four Weeks in the 
Trenches by Fritz Kreisler 
(1915)

Why did the author create this piece of work? 

What is the intent?

Why did the author choose this particular format?

Who is the intended audience? Who was the 

author thinking would receive this?

What does the document “say”? Can it tell you 

more than is on the surface? 



Step 4 – Evaluate the 
Usefulness of the Source



Graphic Organizer

Origin 

Value Limitations

Purpose

Value Limitations



Write it out: 

Choose one of the two sources we read today. Use pp. 53-58 in the IB History Handbook to 
write two paragraphs which answer the question: With reference to its origin, purpose and 
content, analyze the value and limitations of this source for a historian studying the 
experiences of soldiers during the Great War.

The origin of the source is… The purpose of the source is…The source is valuable 
because (refer to origin)…The source is also valuable because (refer to purpose…

The source is limited because (refer to origin)… Another limitation of the source is (refer to 
purpose)…


