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What is history?
Methodology

Historiography
Historical thinking skills

Six concepts of history

TODAY'S 
TOPICS



SWBAT examine the 
research methodologies 
used by historians IOT 

apply the appropriate 
research methods to a 

historical investigation. LEARNING 
OBJECTIVE



Create your own definition. 

What is history?



(Adapted from IB History Guide)

History is a dynamic, contested, evidence-based discipline that 
involves an exciting engagement with the past.

…It is also an interpretive discipline, allowing opportunity for 
engagement with multiple perspectives and a plurality of opinions.

Studying history develops an understanding of the past, which leads to 
a deeper understanding of the nature of humans and of the world 

today. 

What is 
history?



Historians are like detectives who gather 
information or evidence to put together a story of 

the past.

They gather evidence from different sources e.g., 
archaeological digs, manuscripts, or records.

What do 
historians do?



Selecting
Explaining

Interpreting 
Writing

…about the past

What do 
historians do?



Ways by which historians use primary 
sources and other evidence to research and 
write about the past

HISTORICAL METHODOLOGY



Historical 
Research

Includes:

Gathering evidence regarding 
the past

Evaluating that evidence within 
the scope of the period under 
study 

Examining how that evidence 
contributes to our 
understanding of the period

1. 

2. 

3. 



1. Question

2. Hypothesize

3. Experiment

4. Observe and Record

5. Analyze

6. Share Results

SCIENTIFIC METHOD

1. Question

2. Hypothesize

3. Evaluate Sources

4. Gather Evidence

5. Analyze

6. Share Results/ Defend 

an Argument

HISTORICAL METHOD



HISTORICAL 
INTERPRETATION
• Historians use various 

approaches in their writing
• “History” is not what “What 

happened in the past” or even “The 
surviving evidence of what 
happened in the past.” It means 
“What historians choose to interpret 
from the surviving evidence of the 
past.”

• This means we should critically 
examine each secondary source 
we use in our research.



The study of different ways of writing 
history; how the writing of history changes 
over time

HISTORIOGRAPHY





Example: Historiography of the Spanish-American War (1898)

• 1890s-1910s – Earliest accounts said it was a humanitarian effort to liberate 

Cuba; “Remember the Maine!” 

• 1920s-1930s – Progressive historians look at economic factors; $ to be made

• 1950s-1960s – Consensus historians suggest that it was accidental, 

unintentional 

• 1970s-1980s – New Left historians emphasize U.S. imperialism

• 1990s-2000s – Revisionist historians examine previously ignored social, 

political, cultural, and economic factors

• 2010s on – Historians place the war in a global framework (including 

Cuban and Filipino perspectives)



How do we evaluate evidence 
to form conclusions about the 
past?



Contextualization

Sourcing

Corroboration

Evidence

HISTORICAL 
THINKING SKILLS





Contextualization: 

Understanding how 

background information 

about a particular point in 

time influences the content 

of a document

HISTORICAL 
THINKING





Sourcing: 

Identifying the author's 

position, purpose, audience, 

and trustworthiness

HISTORICAL 
THINKING





Corroboration: 

Establishing what is probable 

by comparing documents to 

each other

HISTORICAL 
THINKING





Evidence: 

The foundation of history; 

this must be carefully 

evaluated before using it to 

support a position

HISTORICAL 
THINKING




