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TURNING POINTS, 
1942-43

Turning points are events that 
decisively and irreversibly 
changed the course & outcome 
of the war. 

1. Battle of Midway
2. El Alamein
3. Battle of Stalingrad 



TURNING POINT IN EUROPE (EASTERN FRONT): STALINGRAD

¡ In Russia, the Germans were held at 
the Battle of Stalingrad, which led 
to a major defeat in Feb. 1943. 
¡ Stalingrad was a major industrial city.

¡ If it had fallen, Germany would have been 
able to cross into the Caucasus region and 
gain vital oil supplies. 

¡ After Stalingrad, the largest tank battle in 
history took place at Kursk, which ended 
the German advance permanently. 



TURNING POINT IN 
NORTH AFRICA: EL 
ALAMEIN

¡ The Germans were defeated 
at El Alamein in Egypt, which 
led to German withdrawal 
from Africa. This was the first 
major British victory of the 
war. 

¡ If Germany had taken Egypt, 
they would have had access to 
the Suez Canal and would 
have been able to control the 
oil of the Middle East and 
southern Russia. 



TURNING POINT IN THE PACIFIC: THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY

¡ Japan was defeated at the 
naval Battle of Midway, 
which stopped further 
Japanese advances.
¡ This was a bloody and drawn-

out encounter in the Solomon 
Islands.

¡ An Allied victory prevented 
Japan from conquering New 
Guinea. 



THE PACIFIC 
THEATER



COMBATANTS



JAPAN

Emperor Hirohito 
(right). 

Ensign of the 
Imperial Japanese 
Navy (below). 



AIRCRAFT CARRIERS

Japanese aircraft carrier Shinano. 

U.S. aircraft carrier, the USS Enterprise. 



CHINESE SECOND UNITED FRONT

Chiang Kai-Shek (left) and Mao Zedong (right) in 
1945. 



“ISLAND HOPPING”



AMERICAN COMMANDERS 
IN THE PACIFIC

¡ (Left) Admiral 
Chester Nimitz

¡ (Right) General 
Douglas MacArthur



OPERATIONS (1941-1942)



“GREATER 
EAST ASIA CO-
PROSPERITY 
SPHERE” 



TURNING POINTS (1942-1943) 
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BATTLE OF MIDWAY

Photograph (left) and artist’s impression (right).
Video: https://youtu.be/N-au50GxIXw

https://youtu.be/N-au50GxIXw


GUADALCANAL CAMPAIGN



IWO JIMA

US Marines raising flag over Mount Suribachi. 





AIR POWER

¡ Used early by Germany and Japan, 
but Allied bombing after 1943 was 
on a larger scale

¡ Bombers and fighters developed 
rapidly 

¡ Jet aircraft and use of radar 
transformed air power

¡ Most profound technical 
development – atomic weapons 



THE FINAL PHASE, 
1943-1945

Characterized by Allied 
counterattacks from 1943 onward, 
the final phase of WWII included 
elements that had not figured 
prominently in WWI: 

¡ Amphibious landings

¡ Air power

¡ Modern warfare

¡ Determined attacks



AMPHIBIOUS LANDINGS

¡ Examples: 
¡ 1942 US landings in North Africa (Operation 

Torch)

¡ Invasion of Sicily and occupation of Italy

¡ Invasion of Normandy (D- Day)

¡ “Island hopping” strategy in the Pacific

¡ Characteristics: 
¡ Depended on high level of cooperation 

between different parts of Allied forces & 
logistical organization

¡ Possible because of superior Allied resources



D-DAY (INVASION OF NORMANDY)

¡ June 6, 1944

¡ Operation Overlord: 175,000 British, American and 
Canadian troops landed on 5 beaches: Omaha, Utah, 
Gold, Sword, and Juno
¡ Supported by 5,000 ships and Allied air power

¡ Result: Allowed Allied forces to pour into northern 
France and begin the advance toward Germany





WHY WAS 
COMPROMISE 
IMPOSSIBLE? 



THE HOLOCAUST

¡ Genocide: a deliberate attempt to eradicate a 
particular racial/ religious/ ethnic group

¡ The Holocaust refers to the attempted 
genocide of European Jews by the Nazis.

¡ Approx. 6 million Jews were slaughtered

¡ Approx. 5 million others were killed, including 
Roma, Sinti, Slavs, gay men and women, trade 
unionists, socialists and communists

¡ Starting in Poland, Nazi occupation of Eastern 
Europe followed this general pattern: 

¡ Occupation --> Establishment of ghetto --> 
Deportation to camps --> Total destruction of 
ghetto --> Mass murder 





THE HOLOCAUST

¡ Hitler’s “Final Solution”: Nazi phrase for the systematic mass murder of Jews

¡ Turning point: 1941, “killing pits” in USSR during Operation Barbarossa & 
construction of extermination camps

¡ 6 extermination camps constructed in Poland

¡ Features of Daily Life
¡ Many aspects beyond our comprehension
¡ Dehumanization process 
¡ Denied freedom of movement

¡ Threat of death constantly faced
¡ Terrible sanitary conditions
¡ Intentional use of humiliation
¡ Complex relationships between prisoners



THE END OF THE WAR



GERMAN DISADVANTAGES

¡ Distance from home base

¡ Industry suffering from Allied bombing

¡ Resources spread thin

¡ Reliance on Italy and Romania

¡ German troops on eastern front weakened by 
Russian winter



MODERN WARFARE

¡ WWI: mass assaults

¡ WWII: relatively 
small infantry units 
controlled by 
efficient radio 
communications by 
commanders aware 
of the overall plan



DETERMINED ATTACKS

¡ Mobile front – Like WWI, there were high casualties. 
However, progress was being made compared to the 
lengthy deadlock of trench warfare in WWI.

¡ Examples of determined attacks: 
¡ Battle of Berlin – offensive on Germany launched by Soviet 

Union (1945)

¡ Use of kamikaze (suicide planes) by Japanese forces at the 
Battle of Okinawa



V-E DAY

¡ April 30, 1945 - Hitler 
commits suicide

¡ May 8, 1945 - Nazi Germany 
surrenders to Western Allies

¡ Germany’s major cities 
destroyed

¡ British, US and Soviet 
occupying forces met on the 
River Elbe

¡ Soviets occupied Berlin

¡ Discovery of death camps 
disgraced Germany in the eyes 
of the world
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MANHATTAN PROJECT



HIROSHIMA



NAGASAKI



V-J DAY

¡ September 2, 1945 – Japanese surrender

¡ Japanese cities also in ruin
¡ Hiroshima and Nagasaki destroyed by atomic 

bombs in August 1945

¡ Russia had finally declared war and 
occupied Korea, Manchuria and Sakhalin

¡ Bulk of Japan’s air force and navy had been 
destroyed



WHAT CONTRIBUTED TO AXIS DEFEAT?

¡ Lacked industrial resources to sustain a lengthy war in the long 
term

¡ Vulnerable to attack on two fronts

¡ British resistance provided a key element

¡ Unmatched resources of two post-war superpowers: USA and 
USSR

¡ Democratic nature of US and British planning & decision-making

¡ Human and economic mobilization benefitted the Allies in the 
long term


