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LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES

SWBAT identify the economic, 
ideological, political, and 
territorial factors leading to the 
Second World War IOT evaluate 
the short-term and long-term 
causes of the war. 



INQUIRY

What were the 
ideological, political, 
economic and territorial 
causes of the Second 
World War? 



JOT IT DOWN…. THEN SHARE W/ A PARTNER 

¡What do you know about…
¡The causes of WWII?

¡The countries involved?

¡The effects of WWII?



THE SECOND WORLD WAR (1939 – 1945) – OVERVIEW 

¡ A number of linked conflicts, like the First World War

¡ 1939 – 1941 – main struggle between Germany, France and Britain, focused on Treaty of Versailles

¡ Japan, Germany, and Italy – expansionist ambitions, claimed territory for ideological and economic reasons

¡ Dominant ideologies: liberal democracy, fascism, and communism mutually incompatible 

¡ US – isolationist; France and Britain – introverted, unwilling to risk war

¡ Japan’s Pacific ambitions would pull the U.S. into the war by 1941

¡ Further expansion by Axis powers prevented by 1943 – from that point on = Allied counterattack

¡ Unprecedented manpower and industrial capacity àAllied victory

¡ Civilian casualties on an unprecedented scale; Nazi Germany genocide; use of atomic bombs; total war

¡ Lasting impact on post-war world à 45-year Cold War 
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CAUSES OF WORLD WAR II

Treaty of 
Versailles

Failure of 
Collective 
Security

Great 
Depression

Rise of 
Fascism

Expansionist 
aims of 

Germany, 
Italy, and 

Japan

Aggression of 
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the Nazi 

Party

Failure of 
Appeasement



LEGACY OF WWI & TREATY OF VERSAILLES



LEGACY OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR

¡ Treaty of Versailles caused German resentment, 
and Nazi party came into power on promises of 
reversing the Treaty 

¡ Many issues remained – Imperialism, Militarism, 
Nationalism were still a threat

“This is not a peace. It is an armistice for 20 years.” 

– Marshall Ferdinand Foch (French commander during 
WWI)



REVIEW – WHAT 
WERE SOME OF 
THE PROVISIONS 
OF THE TREATY 
OF VERSAILLES?



TREATY OF VERSAILLES

¡ After Germany lost WWI, the winning nations 
drafted a treaty to address issues such as 
territorial adjustments, reparations, armament 
restrictions, war guilt and the League of 
Nations.

¡ The treaty punished Germany and left bitter 
feelings. 

¡ Germany was forced to accept all the blame
for the war and pay millions in reparations to 
Britain and France.

¡ Italy was disappointed that it was denied
territory promised by Britain and France. 
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IMPACT OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES ON GERMAN HOSTILITY

¡ Diktat – The German delegation 
to the Paris Peace Conference 
was not allowed to negotiate the 
terms. 

¡ Wilson’s Fourteen Points – The 
Nov. 1918 armistice was signed 
by Germany based on a US 
proposal of peace term. 
However, not all of the Fourteen 
Points were honored. 



IMPACT OF THE TREATY 
OF VERSAILLES ON 
GERMAN HOSTILITY

¡ Demilitarization – The peace treaty 
forced Germany to accept a small 
army of 100,000 men and placed 
limitations on warships, submarines 
and armored vehicles. 

¡ Loss of overseas territory – This 
made Germany appear inferior to 
other European states with overseas 
empires. 

¡ Loss of European territory – The loss 
of a major city (Danzig) and the 
Polish Corridor put some Germans 
under Polish rule. The loss of other 
areas like Alsace-Lorraine and the 
Saarland had economic consequences. 



IMPACT OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES ON GERMAN HOSTILITY

¡ “War guilt” – In addition to having to pay 
the Allies over $6 billion in reparations, 
Germany was forced to accept blame for 
the war

¡ Encirclement – Before WWI, German 
statesmen feared that Germany would be 
surrounded by enemies, but now it was a 
reality. 



FAILURE OF COLLECTIVE SECURITY



What were some 
of the 

weaknesses of 
the League of 

Nations?



FAILURE OF THE 
LEAGUE OF 
NATIONS

Changing membership /shifting priorities

No control of major conflict

No progress in disarmament 

No effective military force

Absence of major powers: U.S., USSR, and Germany



OTHER ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL 
FACTORS IN THE INTERWAR PERIOD



WORLDWIDE ECONOMIC DEPRESSION

¡ After WWI many European economies were unstable.
¡ The boom in the U.S. throughout the 1920s helped 

sustain worldwide trade.
¡ The 1929 stock market crash in the U.S. and the 

resulting Great Depression spread throughout the 
world. U.S. restrictive tariff policies worsened the 
depression. 

¡ As economies plummeted and unemployment rose, 
many people turned to powerful leaders and 
governments who promised success through military 
buildup and the conquest of territory.

Japanese children eating 
radish roots during famine



NATIONALISM

§ Nationalism is the belief in the superiority
of one’s own nation over all others.

§ In the extreme, it can lead to major 
conflicts between nations, and the denial 
of human rights within a nation.

§ Hitler, Mussolini, and Japan’s Tojo each 
touted their nation’s ability to dominate 
all others in the years leading up to 
WWII.

Nazi flag, Italian fascist logo, 
Japanese flag



MILITARISM

§ The glorification of war, in which a nation 
strengthens its military and stockpiles 
weapons in preparation for war.

§ An important aspect of militarism is that the 
glorification of war is incorporated into all 
levels of society, including education of the 
nation’s youth.

§ Militaristic societies have existed throughout 
human history. However, how did the 
technologies and ideologies that existed by 
WW2 make militarism particularly dangerous?Hitler Youth group



ATTEMPTS AT PEACEKEEPING (1921-1929) 


