
JOURNAL – GREEN SECTION (IMAGE ANALYSIS)  

¡ What does this source 
suggest about attempts 
to reduce weapons in the 
1920s? 

¡ Source Name: King 
Kong cartoon, 1933



RISE OF TOTALITARIAN REGIMES (1920s – 1930s)
IB HISTORY OF THE AMERICAS YEAR 1



INQUIRY
What were the ideological, 
political, economic and 
territorial causes of the 
Second World War?



REVIEW –
INTERWAR 
PEACE 
AGREEMENTS 



WASHINGTON CONFERENCE (1921-22)

¡ Washington Naval Treaty: 
U.S. and Britain would have 
equal numbers of battleships, 
while Japan would have slightly 
fewer (5:5:3 ratio)

¡ Nine-Power Treaty: aimed to 
protect Chinese sovereignty

¡ Four-Power Treaty: each 
power would respect each 
other’s Pacific possessions



RAPALLO TREATY (1923) 

Negotiated by Foreign Ministers of Weimar 
Republic (Walter Rathenau) and Soviet Russia 
(Georgy Chicherin) à friendly diplomatic 
relations

Flag of German Republic

Flag of Soviet Russia



DAWES PLAN (1924) 



GENEVA PROTOCOL (1925) 



LOCARNO CONFERENCE (1925) 

Left to right:  Gustav Stresemann (German 
Chancellor), Austen Chamberlain (British 
Foreign Secretary), Aristide Briand (French PM) 



THE KELLOGG-BRIAND PACT (1928)

¡ An agreement not to use 
“war as an instrument of 
national policy”

¡ Frank Kellogg (U.S. 
Secretary of State) and 
Aristide Briand (Fr.) 



THE YOUNG PLAN (1929) 

Dawes Plan 2.0



EXAMPLE 1: FAILURE OF COLLECTIVE SECURITY



FAILURE OF COLLECTIVE SECURITY – THE MANCHURIAN CRISIS

¡ Context: Resentment of the West

¡ Unequal treatment of Japan at Paris Peace Conference

¡ Washington Naval Treaty terms

¡ 1924 Immigration Act (USA)

¡ Japan 1930s – Asia’s greatest industrial and trading partner. Some believed 
the key to economic survival after the Great Depression was to 
expand

¡ Mukden Incident (1931) – An explosion near the railroad town of 
Mukden was used as a pretext for the Kwantung Army to invade 
Manchuria

¡ China appealed to assistance from the League of Nations

¡ League of Nations response: a commission was assigned to 
investigate (the Lytton Report) and recommend a condemnation of 
Japan’s actions

¡ Result: 

¡ The League of Nations ordered the withdrawal of Japanese troops 
and asked League members not recognize the state of Manchukuo

¡ Japan responded by leaving the League



WHY DID THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS FAIL?

¡ Great Depression took attention and resources 
from member nations

¡ Britain and the USA were the only nations capable
of confronting Japan – they were unwilling to do
this

¡ France had its own colonial interests in Asia – was
“sympathetic” to Japan

¡ Impact:

¡ Signaled the League’s inability to follow through with 
“collective security” 

¡ Would open the door for Mussolini’s expansionist
plans in Africa



CHARACTERISTICS 
OF 
TOTALITARIANISM



Nazism

FascismCommunism

COMMON THREADS IN A TOTALITARIAN REGIME 

¡ Government establishes complete control of 
all aspects of the state (Political, military, 
economy, social, and cultural)

¡ Highly nationalistic (Flags, salutes, rallies, and 
uniforms)

¡ Strict controls and laws
¡ Military state (Secret police, army, and navy)
¡ Censorship of opposing literature and ideas

¡ Propaganda
¡ One leader: A charismatic dictator
¡ Total conformity of people to ideas and the 

leader
¡ Terror and Fear

Authoritarianism "does not attempt to change the 
world and human nature." In contrast, a totalitarian 
regime attempts to control virtually all aspects of the 
social life, including the economy, education, art, 
science, private life and morals of citizens. (Wikipedia)



COMMUNISM 
VS. FASCISM 





COMMUNISM - USSR



HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

¡ November 1917 – Bolshevik Revolution 
¡ The Bolsheviks, a far-left revolutionary faction led by Vladimir Lenin seized control of Russian government 

¡ 1917 -1923 – Russian Civil War 
¡ The “Reds” (Bolsheviks) vs. the “Whites” (counterrevolutionary forces – monarchists, capitalists, social 

democrats & the rest, supported by Western Allies) 

¡ Bolshevik victory

¡ 1922 – Establishment of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, U.S.S.R.

¡ 1927 -1953 – Joseph Stalin’s regime 
¡ Stalin consolidated power and established a totalitarian regime 



COMMUNISM – JOSEPH STALIN IN THE USSR

¡ Communism – far left-wing ideology based on the theories of 
Karl Marx; revolutionary idea of a political, economic and social 
system that creates a state-less, class-less society. 

¡ Public ownership and control of the means of production. 

¡ Soviet Communism or “Stalinism” – more of a totalitarian 
and military state combined with elements of communism 

¡ Stalinism refers to the policies and governmental philosophy 
of Joseph Stalin, leader and dictator of the Soviet Union from 
1924 to 1953.

¡ State ownership and control of the means of production



COMMUNISM – JOSEPH STALIN IN THE USSR

Features of Stalinism: 

¡ His forced collectivization of agriculture cost millions 
of lives, while his program of rapid industrialization 
achieved huge increases in Soviet productivity and 
economic growth, but at great cost. 

¡ The population suffered immensely during the Great 
Terror of the 1930s, during which Stalin purged the 
party of “enemies of the people”, resulting in the 
execution of thousands and the exile of millions to the 
gulag system of slave labor camps. 

¡ While some claim that Stalin hijacked communism, the 
practice of communism has always led to dictatorial 
government and repressive control of individuals.



FASCISM – ITALY & GERMANY



HISTORICAL CONTEXT – ITALY 

Context: Discontentment in Italy over the Paris Peace Conference, 
heavy unemployment, and government inaction led to nationalist 
politics following WWI

¡ 1919 – Mussolini formed the Fasci di Combattimento

¡ A paramilitary Fascist organization which would later become the 
National Fascist Party in 1921

¡ 1922 – Fascists seized power over the Italian Parliament
¡ “March on Rome” coup d’etat

¡ 1924 – Last elections
¡ “Blackshirts” used intimidation and beatings to make sure people 

voted only for Fascist candidates, thereby consolidating power and 
establishing a dictatorship



FASCISM – BENITO MUSSOLINI IN ITALY

¡ Fascism – far right ultranationalist political 
ideology, first emerging in Italy after WWI.
¡ Fascism’s name comes from the “fasces”, an ancient 

Roman symbol of authority.

¡ Fascists seek to eliminate forces deemed to cause 
degeneration to (breakdown of) the state. They seek to 
build a national community where individuals are bound 
by ancestry, culture, and race.

¡ Fascists believe a nation requires strong leadership and a 
singular collective identity and forbid opposition to the 
state.

¡ Fascism had no specific economic ideology but opposed 
both socialism and laissez-faire. 



FASCISM – BENITO MUSSOLINI IN ITALY

¡ Benito Mussolini’s rule (1922-1943)
¡ Features: 

¡ The Fascist regime would start pursuing an aggressive 
foreign policy in the 1920s in the Mediterranean and 
North Africa. 

¡ Mussolini and the fascists worked to end democratic 
government in Italy.
¡ Many Italians opposed fascism – Mussolini and the 

fascists responded by saying that “the masses must 
obey.”

¡ Mussolini rekindled feelings of patriotism in many 
Italians and spoke of a future of renewed Italian power.



FASCISM – NAZISM IN GERMANY (OVERVIEW) 

¡ Nazism is a form of fascism, based on social Darwinism, belief in 
racial superiority of Germans.

¡ Adolf Hitler modeled himself and the Nazi party after 
Mussolini’s fascist regime. 

¡ “National Socialist German Worker’s Party” established in 1920

¡ Scapegoating – blamed Germany’s problems on ethnic 
minorities, Jews, Communists, and “November criminals”

¡ In Mein Kampf, or “my struggle”, Hitler’s political manifesto, he 
highlights antisemitism and anti-Communism as the cores of 
his philosophy. 



FASCISM – NAZISM IN GERMANY (OVERVIEW)  

¡ Nazi ideology:

¡ Hitler believed Germany had been weakened by groups that 
lived within its borders.

¡ He proposed strengthening the nation’s military and 
expanding its borders to include Germans living in other 
nations (Lebensraum). 

¡ He called for the purification of the Aryan race (blonde, blue-
eyed Germans) by removing groups he considered 
undesirable.

¡ Hitler and the Nazi party promised to stabilize the country 
and restore the empire that had been lost in WWI.



COMMUNISM VS. FASCISM

¡ A few similarities:

¡ Government has unrestrained power.

¡ Government controlled all foreign trade, 
wages, and prices.

¡ Government domination of money and the 
economy.

¡ Militarization created jobs.

¡ They both sought to eliminate the 
“undesirables.”

¡ A few differences:

¡ Fascism allowed private enterprise (but 
controlled it); communism does not allow 
private property. 

¡ Fascism is said to be “right-wing”; communism 
is said to be “left-wing”.

¡ Fascism told people they had to sacrifice for 
their country; communism told people they 
had to sacrifice for their fellow citizens.



KOGNITY 
WORK


