
Unit 5 Emergence in Global Affairs 

Subject: U.S. Expansionist Foreign Policy, 1880 – 1929 

Assignments #1 and 3 will be submitted in person, on paper.  

Assignments #2 and 4 will be submitted on TurnItIn.  

 

Assignment #1 – Due 1/23 (A), 1/24 (B)  

Read “Expansionist Foreign Policy Text” pages 1 -12 and answer the following questions as you read:  

1. Read the section titled “Background”. Against what economic and social context did the U.S. start 

enacting an increasingly expansionist foreign policy?  

2. According to the text, what was the Monroe Doctrine of 1823? How would President Roosevelt 

expand on the doctrine with the Roosevelt Corollary?  

3. The ideas of social Darwinists did not only impact the United States but spread around the world. 

How did the philosophy of social Darwinism shape the views of Latin American and Canadian 

leaders and thinkers? 

4. How did Josiah Strong and John Burgess apply social Darwinism to expansionism in their writings?  

5. What ideas were popularized by Alfred Thayer Mahan? How did his ideas influence policy in the 

U.S. and abroad?  

6. What specific economic pressures drove expansion? 

7. What political reasons did the U.S. have for expansion into Samoa and Hawaii? Intervention in 

Venezuela?  

8. Research and read about the annexation of Hawaii. Complete the following exercise from 2 (two) 

perspectives:  

Write a paragraph taking and defending a position on the annexation of the Hawaiian 

Islands in 1893 from the perspective of: 

- Josiah Strong 

- Alfred Thayer Mahan 

- A San Francisco merchant 

- A U.S. naval officer 

- A U.S. clergyman  

- A U.S. sugar producer 

- A native Hawaiian 

 

 

Assignment #2 – Due 1/27 (A), 1/28 (B)  

Read “Expansionist Foreign Policy Text” pages 13-19.  

There has been considerable historic debate on the forces that led President McKinley to war with Spain in 

1898. Some historians have argued that it was the Yellow Press that incited the public to pressure the 

government to take action. Others have argued that it was the business lobby that influenced the President.  

Use the following website to read three interpretations of the causes of the Spanish-American war:  

http://historicalthinkingmatters.org/spanishamericanwar/1/resources/interpretation1/  

Write 1-2 paragraphs analyzing the arguments of Kristin L. Hoganson, Louis Pérez, and Walter 

Lafeber. How do these arguments compare to the reasons for war emphasized in your student text? 

 

 

http://historicalthinkingmatters.org/spanishamericanwar/1/resources/interpretation1/


 

Assignment #3 – Due 1/29 (A), 1/30 (B)  

Read “Expansionist Foreign Policy Text” pages 20-28.  

Use the text and your own research to complete the chart below.  

Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the three approaches to foreign policy used by the USA in the 

period 1900-1914.  

Policy Proponents Strengths Weaknesses Results 

 
Big Stick Diplomacy 

 

    

 
Dollar Diplomacy 

 

    

 
Moral Diplomacy 

 

    

  

 

 

Assignment #4 – Due 2/4 (A), 2/5 (B)  

Choose one Latin American or Caribbean country from the list below. You will conduct some research to 

answer the following:   

In 1-2 pages (12-point font, double-spaced), discuss how the country you chose was affected by U.S. 

expansionist policies in the period between 1880 – 1929. How does this history relate to the current 

relationship between the country you chose and the United States? 

Cite your sources in MLA format.  

Choose from:  

 Mexico 

 Cuba 

 Haiti 

 Panama 

 Nicaragua 

 Guatemala 

 Honduras 

 Dominican Republic 

 Venezuela 


