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If you could describe your 
experience with student writing 

with a movie title, which 
movie would you choose and 

why? 

REFLECT



INTRODUCTIONS
• Name 
• School 
• Current role

• If you could describe 
your experience with 
student writing with a 
movie title, which 
movie would you 
choose and why?



DEPARTMENT MISSION

The mission of the Social Studies 
Department is to create socially-conscious 
change agents who actively engage with 
their community and stakeholders as 
members of the global community.



APS 5



Explore History as Inquiry: Content Writing
This course teaches participants how to unite writing and content. It will 
introduce the targeted writing skills necessary to connect Social Studies and 
writing. In addition, participants will explore ways to leverage instructional 
strategies to promote writing in Social Studies.

Enhance Disciplinary Writing
Social Studies is a text rich discipline and research has confirmed that writing 
improves comprehension. This professional learning opportunity will teach 
participants how to plan and create opportunities for students to write in Social 
Studies. The session will focus on identifying the targeted writing skills 
necessary for disciplinary writing.

Expand Scholarly Writing in Social Studies
Writing is a way for students to extend their knowledge of the content and the 
enduring understandings in Social Studies; Writing is an extension of thinking. 
This course will provide participants with a deeper understanding of 
disciplinary writing and best practices for teaching students to identify and cite 
sources for scholarly writing. In addition, this course will provide participants 
with an opportunity to reflect and refine their current instructional practices.



SESSION NORMS
• Identify and reframe deficit thinking. Maintain high 

expectations for our district, colleagues, and students.

• Listen generously to each other. Give each speaker your full 

attention, without judgment. Take notes. Share the floor. 

• Be willing to take risks without judgment. Some activities 

may take us out of our comfort zone; being supportive of 

one another helps us be willing to stretch. 

• Participate fully. Be present. Go to the deeper level of 

thinking; immerse yourself in learning. 

• Actively engage in professional dialogue. Support 

everyone’s voice being heard; honor differences in wait 

time and processing time. 



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

As a result of this session, participants will… 
• Increase their knowledge in best practices for 

integrating writing within social studies
• Effectively plan writing lessons in social studies
• Incorporate writing across the curriculum
• Improve student outcomes
• Increase equity by ensuring access to 

differentiated writing strategies 



SESSION AGENDA

Department Mission & APS 5

Introduction to the Session

Objectives & Agenda
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Reflective Writing in the IB & Beyond
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Examples of Reflective Writing Tasks

Collaboration – Design a Learning Experience

Independently – Apply to Your Own Classroom



Think about a response 
to either question…

Turn to a neighbor to 
make a Pair…

And Share your thoughts 
and experience.

1

2

3

How do you already 
incorporate student 
reflection in your 

classes?
OR 

What do you already 
know about reflective 

writing?



WRITING IN THE IB

Cornerstone of most IB Assessments

Great for interdisciplinary thinking

Helps students explore and reflect on new ideas and key 
concepts

Supports independent inquiry

Often has an element of student choice 



APPROACHES TO LEARNING LEARNER PROFILE ATTRIBUTESAPPROACHES TO TEACHING

Thinking Skills

Communication Skills

Social Skills

Self-Management Skills 

Research Skills 

Based on inquiry

Conceptual understanding

Collaboration

Informed by assessment

Removing barriers to learning

Local and global contexts

Inquirers

Knowledgeable

Thinkers

Communicators

Principled

Open-Minded

Caring

Risk-Takers

Balanced

Reflective



LEARNER PROFILE 
ATTRIBUTE: REFLECTIVE



“When we are reflective, we thoughtfully consider 
the world and our own ideas and experiences.”

REFLECTIVE 
WRITING

• Can be informal or formal
• Formal reflective writing
o Practice skills, defend opinions, explain methodology

• Informal reflective writing
o Low stakes, exploration of ideas



Why should we have students engage in 
reflective writing?

• Research-based strategy
• Emphasis is on learning as a process
• Metacognitive skills
• Student buy-in
• Learning transfer

Clear, authentic 
prompts

Opportunities to 
think about their 

experiences

Retention of 
learning and transfer 

to new contexts



When does reflective writing work?

Reflective writing is most effective when it is 
• Integrated into the design of the course
• Supports key learning aims
• Purposeful and relevant in a way that is clear

to students
•Woven throughout the course

Source: “Using Reflective Writing to Deepen Student Understanding,” Teaching With Writing, University of 
Minnesota, last modified 2021, https://wac.umn.edu/tww-program/teaching-resources/using-reflective-writing. 



https://tinyurl.com/24mhxmwr

EXAMPLES OF 
REFLECTIVE 

WRITING IN MY 
CLASSROOM



7 Suggestions for Authentic and 
Purposeful Reflective Writing 

1. Combine with goal-setting
2. Before revising
3. Throughout a process 
4. Throughout the semester
5. At the end of a semester or 

course
6. At the end of a major task
7. For future students

what?

so 
what?

what 
next?



SAMPLE 
PROMPTS

Cue students to monitor 
their own learning and/or 
research process:
• What went well?
• What could have gone 

better? 
• What other knowledge 

or experiences does 
this remind you of? 

• What other strategies 
might you use next 
time to get better 
results?

Action 3Cue students to think 
about their conceptual 
learning:
• What do I already 

know? 
• What do I wonder? 
• What do I want to find 

out? 
• How does this new 

information relate to 
the old stuff I thought I 
knew? 

• How does this new 
knowledge impact 
other things I think I 
know?



SENTENCE
STEMS

o The most important thing was...

o At the time I felt...

o This was likely due to...

o After thinking about it...

o I learned that...

o I need to know more about...

o Later I realized...

o This was because...

o This was like...

o I wonder what would happen if...

o I'm still unsure about...

o My next steps are... 



WORK PERIOD

With your content area and/or grade level 
colleagues, design a learning experience to 
implement this semester that incorporates a 
reflective writing task.

The learning experience should: 
- Be aligned with your standards 
- Support key learning aims
- Be purposeful (What do you want students 

to get out of this?)



Thank you for
your time!

Have a
good day!


