
Mini-Lesson: 
Using Sources



Inquiry

How can I effectively incorporate 
source evidence in my writing? 



Let’s say we want to refer to this 
article by Eric Foner…
We like this quote for our paper: 
“Citizenship, rights, democracy — as long as these remain contested, so will the necessity 
of an accurate understanding of Reconstruction. More than most historical subjects, how 
we think about this era truly matters, for it forces us to think about what kind of society 
we wish America to be.”

Source: 
Foner, Eric. “Why Reconstruction Matters.” New York Times, March 28, 2015,   
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/29/opinion/sunday/why-reconstruction-matters.html. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/29/opinion/sunday/why-reconstruction-matters.html


Student 1
It is important to look at the history of the Reconstruction Era 
because it shows us how some of the same issues that matter 
today mattered back then. “Citizenship, rights, democracy — as 
long as these remain contested, so will the necessity of an 
accurate understanding of Reconstruction.” Studying the era 
forces us to think about what kind of society we want today.



Student 2
Many of the issues contested during Reconstruction are still 
relevant today. According to Eric Foner, “Citizenship, rights, 
democracy — as long as these remain contested, so will the 
necessity of an accurate understanding of Reconstruction. More 
than most historical subjects, how we think about this era truly 
matters, for it forces us to think about what kind of society we 
wish America to be.” It is necessary that we study 
Reconstruction for that reason. 



Student 3
The legacy of the Reconstruction Era can be felt in many of the 
issues that are still important to Americans today. Issues such as the 
definition of citizenship and how to preserve our democracy are 
sharply debated. Voting rights, for instance, are still contested in 
many states, even as we enter the 2021 election cycle. Historian Eric 
Foner stresses the importance of studying the Reconstruction era 
because of its relevance today. He notes that, “how we think about 
this era truly matters, for it forces us to think about what kind of 
society we wish America to be.” (Foner) Examining the legacy of 
the past offers an opportunity to reflect on our present and our 
future. 



Tips: 
• When quoting the text, less is more.

• Short, punchy quotes are more effective than long ones.

• Ask yourself – “Can I paraphrase this and achieve the same goal?”

• Choose the excerpts that show what the author is thinking/ feeling that you 
otherwise would not be able to express. 

• More than 2 lines – too much!

• More than 1 line – Can you narrow it down? 

• INCORPORATE the quote into your own sentences/ writing so that it flows with your 
argument. 

• COMMENT on the source. Don’t let it speak for itself in YOUR paper. 


