
Paper 1 DBQ guide: 

Question 1 a): worth 3 marks, spend max 5 minutes on. Understanding historical sources - reading 

comprehension.   

For 3 marks, give at least 3 clear points from the source. Paraphrase from the source - i.e. put things in your own 

words (you can quote but you don't have to do so). 

How to write the answer? 

"The first reason given by the source is .......The second reason given by the source is ........ The third reason 

given by the source is .........." 

Question 1 b): worth 2 marks, spend max 5 minutes on. Understanding historical sources - political 

cartoon/image analysis.   

For 2 marks, give two clear (and separate) points about the 'message' conveyed in the source, supporting each 

point with evidence from the source. 

If it is a cartoon you are analyzing, make sure you have fully understood the key figures and symbols before you 

start to write about its messages! 

How to write the answer? 

"One message conveyed by the source is that ..........., because the source shows……. A second message 

conveyed by the source is that ....... because the source shows……" 

 

Question 2 : worth 4 marks, spend max 13 - 14 minutes on. Source evaluation: OPVL. 

Evaluate the sources separately, with one paragraph for each explaining their origin (if a primary source has 

been reprinted in another book, look at the original source not where it was re-printed) and purpose (of the 

source as a whole, not just the specific extract) and what values and limitations these provide for a historian 

studying the given topic. 

Before writing your answer read through the sources carefully, paying particular attention to the 'origin' text 

above the source. Make references to the content of the source in your answer to support your claims abouts its 

value and limitations. You may, but you do not have to quote.  

Ideally you will find two clear values and two clear limitations per source, but it might turn out you find three 

values but only one limitation. 

How to write the answer?   Two separate paragraphs, each following this structure: 

"The origin of this source is ....... (what, who, when, where - take from the source details). The purpose of this 

source is ...... (why it was made, for whom). The source is valuable because ...........(refer to origin). The source is 

also valuable because ......... (refer to purpose).  

 

The source is limited because ...........(refer to origin). The source is also limited because ......... (refer to 

purpose)." 



Question 3: worth 6 marks, spend max 13 - 14 minutes on. Compare and contrast sources - source contents. 

For 6 marks, you need to write two paragraphs that include a running comparison/contrast of the two sources, 

carefully supported by quotes and/or specific references to the content of the sources. Make sure that you focus 

on answering the terms of the question - ie. it might be asking you to compare/contrast in relation to a very 

specific topic, not just the sources in general. 

Ideally you will be able to find three clear points of comparison and three clear points of contrast 

It could be 2 comparison and 4 contrast or vice versa. 

Before writing your answer read through the sources carefully and underline key quotes you plan to use.  

How to write the answer? 

Two separate paragraphs: "Both sources agree that ..... Source C says that ......... and Source D says that ....The 

sources also agree that ...... Source C says that ......... and Source D says that .... 

"The sources contrast in .......... While Source C says .........., Source D says ............." 

 

Question 4: worth 9 marks, spend all the time left on this, at least 22 minutes. Mini-essay, using a synthesis of 

all sources and own knowledge! 

This is the most challenging question, and the one worth the most marks, which is why you need to allow 

enough time to produce a decent answer here. Crucial to remember is that you must, must, must use both all 

the sources and your own detailed and specific knowledge in your answer - if you use only the sources (and no 

own knowledge), or only own knowledge (and no sources), the maximum you can score is 5 marks. You must 

use a synthesis of sources and own knowledge to produce a clear response to the question! In this sense, it is 

just like a full essay: you need to focus on clearly addressing the question, developing a clear argument, and 

challenging any assumptions in the question if you can. 

How to approach this mini-essay? 

Make sure you answer the question or address the statement it wishes for you to address (many times these are 

To what extent… or Evaluate…) 

Pull in outside information and make references to parts of the sources as you do.  

Level 0: 
The response does not reach a 
standard described by the 
descriptors to the right 

Level 1-3: 
The response lacks focus on 
the question. 
References to the sources are 
made, but at this level these 
references are likely to consist 
of descriptions of the content 
of the sources rather than the 
sources being used as evidence 
to support the analysis. 
No own knowledge is 
demonstrated, or where it is 
demonstrated, it is inaccurate 
or irrelevant. 

Level 4-6: 
The response is generally 
focused on the question. 
References are made to the 
sources, and these references 
are used as evidence to 
support the analysis. 
Where own knowledge is 
demonstrated, this lacks 
relevance or accuracy.  
There is little or no attempt to 
synthesize own knowledge and 
source material. 

Level 7-9: 
The response is focused on the 
question. 
Clear references are made to 
the source, and these 
references are used effectively 
as evidence to support the 
analysis. 
Accurate and relevant own 
knowledge is demonstrated.  
There is effective synthesis of 
own knowledge and source 
material.  



 


