
Paper 3 Mini-Lesson #1
Effective Introductions 



Introductions

Once you have planned your answer to a question, you 
should be able to begin writing a clear introductory 
paragraph.

This needs to set out your main line of argument and to 
outline briefly the key points you intend to make.

These points are the ones you will support with relevant 
and precise own knowledge in the main body of your 
essay. 



Q: To what 
extent …
• This requires you to analyze opposing 

arguments and reach a judgment. 

• It’s a good idea to state in your 
introductory paragraph what overall line of 
argument/ judgment you intend to make.



To what extent were the 

policies of the New Deal 

radical?



To what extent were the policies of the New Deal 
radical? - PLANNING

• Define the terms of the question.
• ”Radical” in this context could mean: 
• The reforms were far-reaching in terms of government activities and extended government 

intervention into new spheres

• The measures introduced new ideas for tackling the problems faced in the United States

• The New Deal challenged established values and systems



To what extent were the policies of the New Deal 
radical? - PLANNING

• Consider arguments for and against the radical nature of the New Deal policies

Radical Not Radical

• The US government became involved in social welfare through the Social Security Act … …but the SSA did not include all elements of society

• The powers of labor unions were strengthened by collective bargaining and relief 
schemes were provided for the unemployed through the WPA and FERA

• Farmers were paid to destroy crops, reduce production and change crops that were 
grown; these measures aimed to force prices up and conserve soil

• The measures challenged the US Constitution and the Supreme Court declared many of 
them illegal…

…however, some critics argued that the reforms were not radical enough

• The Second New Deal may be seen as more radical than… …the First New Deal, which was more concerned with saving the system

• The later measures were more concerned with long-term reform and changing the US



> remember…<
Setting out your judgment in the introductory 
paragraph will help you keep the demands of the 
question in mind.
Remember to refer back to your introduction in your 
main answer. 



To what extent were the policies of the New Deal 
radical? – INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH

The New Deal affected almost every aspect of life, extending government activity and creating a 
range of departments, called the Alphabet Agencies. Yet Roosevelt, at least initially, would have been shocked 
to see the measures described as radical. In the First New Deal, his aim was to save capitalism and democracy, 
not radically change society. His concern was to provide relief for those suffering the worst aspects of the 
Depression and set the country on the road to recovery. However, by the Second New Deal, the obstruction of 
the Supreme Court and growing opposition from people such as Huey Long may have persuaded Roosevelt to 
pursue a more radical approach and introduce long-term changes to society by bringing aid to the vulnerable 
and challenging American values such as self-help. 



To what extent were the policies of the New Deal 
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Examiner’s Comment

”This is a good introduction as it shows a good grasp of the topic and 
sets out a clear and logical plan that is clearly focused on the demands 
of the question. It shows a sound appreciation of the fact that, to assess 
success, it is first necessary to identify aims. It also explicitly 
demonstrates to the examiner what aspects the candidate intends to 
address. This indicates that the answer – if it remains analytical, and is 
well-supported – is likely to be a high-scoring one.”



*Common Mistake*
• A common mistake (which might suggest that a candidate has not thought deeply about what is required) is to fail to write 

an introduction at all. 

• This is often done by candidates who rush into writing before analyzing the question and writing a plan. 

• The result may well be that they fail to focus on the word “radical” and give a long introductory account of US government 
policies and their achievements. 

• This approach may result in a narrative of events of 1933 to 1939. Even if the answer is full of detailed and accurate 
knowledge, it will not answer the question, and so will not score highly. 



Practice makes 
perfect…
Prompt: “Opposition to the policies of the 

New Deal was because the policies were not 

radical enough.” To what extent do you 

agree with this statement?

Write an introductory paragraph.


