
Unit 2 and 3 Research Report 

IB History of the Americas Year 1 

Task: You will compose a report demonstrating the research methodology you would use in an 

investigation of a historical topic relating to the American Revolution and/or the Early Republic 

(between 1754 and 1840). The report will outline the planning and approach you would use for a full 

investigation of the topic. Full research will not be undertaken. However, sources will be collected and 

you will demonstrate an understanding of both research methodology and the context of your topic.  

Summative Grade  

RQ and Rationale – Due 9/18 (A Day), 9/19 (B Day) 

Source Evaluations – Due 9/30 (A Day), 10/1 (B Day) 

Final Submission – Due 10/10 (All classes, by 8:45 a.m. on TurnItIn)  

The report must include the following components:  

1. Develop a research question 

The research question must relate to one of the topics covered in Units 2 and 3. Topics may be 

drawn from Chapters 6, 7, 8 and 9 in your textbook.  

The question must clearly state who/what is being investigated, during which specific time period, and 

where. The question must be answerable with research, i.e. it cannot be a question based on opinion 

or speculation. The question must be arguable, i.e. it should be a question that can be answered with 

a consideration of multiple perspectives; the answer should not merely be narrative or descriptive.  

Here’s an example:  

Bad Question: Who helped the Continental Army win the American War for Independence between 

1775 and 1783?  

Time, topic, and place are clear. However, this question can be answered with one sentence. It 

is not arguable, nor would it take into account multiple interpretations.  

Good Question: To what extent was French aid to the Continental Army a deciding factor in the 

American victory in the War for Independence between 1775 and 1783? 



Time, topic, and place are clear. This question can be answered in multiple ways: French aid 

was the deciding factor, French aid was not a deciding factor, French aid was important in only 

some ways, etc. The question is open to interpretation based on the evidence collected by the 

researcher.  

In constructing your questions consider one of these key historical concepts:  

Causation 

Consequence 

Continuity 

Change 

Significance 

Perspectives 

 

2. 1 paragraph – Why do you want to research this? 

In one paragraph, explain how and why you chose your research topic. 

What is the significance of it? Why is it worthy of investigation? Do you have any personal reasons for 

investigating this topic? Be reflective. Also, be assertive – why are you spending time and resources 

researching this? Do not use first person.  

 

3. Explain your research methodology in 1-2 well-developed paragraphs. 

Let’s say you had a year to conduct your research, and access to unlimited libraries, archives, 

museums, and digital sources. What method or approach would you take to answer the question? 

How would you go about researching your topic? What steps would you take?  

Your explanation must be specific. Do not say “Google”. Do not say “look up primary and secondary 

sources”. 

“Primary and secondary sources that weigh the significance of French support to the Continental 

Army will be accessed in order to obtain a balanced understanding of France’s role in the American 

Revolution” sounds much better and is specific.  

Look at the examples of research approaches in the Class Info section of your binders.  

 



4. Collect sources and explain how you would use each one  

Collect 3-4 primary sources. At least one of these must be a visual source (a political cartoon, 

painting, map, etc.) 

Collect 1-2 historical interpretations (Work by historians, like a book or scholarly journal article – not a 

textbook, encyclopedia, or other general reference source) 

For each source, answer the following in 1-2 paragraphs: 

 What is the origin and purpose of this source?  

 How is this source relevant to your research?  

 What are some possible examples of value you can gain from this source?  

 What are some possible limitations to using this source?  

 

5. Reflection – 1-2 paragraphs 

Reflect on your process assembling this report. Be personal and honest (but not too honest – I don’t 

want to know your feelings, I want to know your thought process).  

 What did you learn about the methods used by, and the challenges facing, the historian? 

 What did you learn about the topic you chose? 

 What questions remain unanswered? What do you still want to learn about your topic? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Presentation: 

The report must be typed, in 12-point Arial font.  

The RQ/ Rationale and Source Evaluations must be brought to class on paper in order to receive 

feedback.  

The final submission must be turned in via Turnitin.com (you will receive instructions on how to 

create an account).  

1st page – Title Page (Your research question is your title) 

                 Name, Period, Date 

2nd page – Table of Contents  

                  Each component of the report should start on a new page  

                  Label each component and its page number clearly 

Here’s an example:  

Table of Contents 

Rationale for Research Page 3 

Methodology Page 4 

Sources Page 5-8 

Reflection Page 9 

 

Presentation of “Sources” Section: 

1. Citation in MLA format (Bold) – See Purdue’s OWL resource for assistance. 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_style_introduction.html  

2. 1-2 paragraph explanation/ evaluation 

3. If it is a visual source, copy it into your document if possible.  

Do this for each source.  


