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Research Question (Max. 3 points): 

0 points The work does not reach a standard outlined by the descriptors below.  

1 point The question for investigation has been stated. 

The topic is communicated unclearly and incompletely.  

The research question is stated but not clearly expressed or too broad.  

2 points An appropriate question for investigation has been stated. 

The topic is communicated. 

The research question is clearly stated but only partially focused.  

3 points An appropriate question for investigation has been clearly stated. 

The topic is communicated accurately and effectively.  

The research question is clearly stated and focused.  

 

 

Rationale for Research (Why do you want to research this?) (Max. 3 points):  

0 points The work does not reach a standard outlined by the descriptors below. 

1 point The historical significance of the topic is not clearly stated or placed in its historical context. 

The worthiness of investigation of this topic is not indicated clearly. 

2 points The historical significance of the topic is stated. There is an attempt to place the topic in its 

historical context. 

The worthiness of investigation of this topic is indicated. 

3 points The historical significance of the topic is clearly stated. The topic is placed in its historical context. 

The worthiness of investigation of this topic is indicated clearly and in reference to its historical 

context.  

 

Methodology (Max. 3 points):  

0 points The work does not reach a standard outlined by the descriptors below. 

1 point Methodology of the research is limited or unclear.  

The sources and/or method(s) are limited in range given the topic and research question. 

2 points Methodology of the research is mostly complete.  

Sources and/or method(s) are generally relevant and appropriate given the topic and research 

question. 

3 points Methodology of the research is complete and clear.  

An appropriate range of relevant sources and/or method(s) have been considered in relation to the 

topic and research question.  
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Source Selection/ Citations (Max. 3 points):  

0 points The work does not reach a standard outlined by the descriptors below. 

1 point The sources chosen are not relevant or appropriate for the research topic. 

Citations are not clearly provided.  

2 points The sources chosen are mostly relevant and appropriate for the research topic.  

Citations are provided, but may be incorrectly formatted or unclear. 

3 points The sources chosen are relevant and appropriate for the research topic.  

The sources used are clearly and correctly cited, in MLA format.  

 

 

Sources (Max. 12 points): 

0 points The work does not reach a standard outlined by the descriptors below. 

1-3 points Sources selected are not relevant or appropriate to the investigation. 

There is description of the sources, but evaluation of the source(s). 

4-6 points Appropriate sources have been selected, but there is little or no explanation of the relevance of 

the sources to the investigation. 

There is description, but no evaluation of the sources.  

7-9 points Appropriate and relevant sources have been selected, and there is some explanation of the 

relevance of the sources to the investigation.  

There is some evaluation of the sources, with reference to the origins, purpose, and content of the 

sources. There may be balanced consideration of the insights and drawbacks each source 

provides, but this is inconsistent or limited.  

10-12 points Appropriate and relevant sources have been selected, and there is a clear explanation of the 

relevance of the sources to the investigation.  

There is detailed evaluation of the sources, with reference to the origins, purpose, and content of 

the sources. There is a balanced and thoughtful consideration of the insights and drawbacks each 

source provides. This is consistent for each source.  
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Reflection (Max. 3 points):  

0 points The work does not reach a standard outlined by the descriptors below. 

1 point Reflections on the methods of a historian are unclear.  

Reflections are descriptive or communicate a limited degree of engagement.  

2 points Reflections on the methods of a historian are stated.  

Reflections communicate a moderate degree engagement with the research planning process, 

and demonstrate some engagement. 

3 points Reflections on the methods of a historian are clear and evaluative.  

Reflections communicate a high degree engagement with the research planning process, and 

demonstrate authenticity and personal engagement.  

 

Presentation (Max. 3 points):  

0 points The work does not reach a standard outlined by the descriptors below. 

1 point Presentation and structure of the report does not meet the stated expectations.  

Weakness in the structure and layout significantly impact the reading and clarity of the report.   

2 points Presentation is acceptable. The structure of the report is appropriate and generally meets the 

stated expectations.  

Some layout considerations may be missing or applied incorrectly. 

Weaknesses in the structure and layout do not significantly impact the reading and clarity of the 

report.   

3 points Presentation is good. The structure of the report is appropriate and meets the stated expectations.  

Layout considerations are present and applied correctly. 

The structure and layout support the reading and clarity of the report.   

 

 

 

 SCORE: _______ / 30
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Lesson Plan #8 

Landscape Change Program 

TurnItIn: 
 

Research Question /3 

Rationale for Research  /3 

Methodology  /3 

Source Selection/ Citations  /3 

Sources /12 

Reflection /3 

Presentation /3 

TOTAL /30 

Grade  

 


