
OPVL activity – you need to do this with all of the evidence you collect. 

Say you wanted to write your EE on “Who fired the first shot heard around the world?” 

What do you believe RIGHT NOW about that?  Do you personally believe it was the colonists or the British? 

 

You find these two sources from two men, both from England.   

Source A.  Robert Bisset (1759-1805) An English schoolmaster, wrote a number of books on 18th century England. 

Colonel Smith, finding that their destination was suspected, if not discovered, ordered the light infantry to march with 

all possible dispatch to secure the bridges and different roads beyond Concord; and to intercept the stores (supply of 

weapons), should they be attempted to be moved.  These companies about five in the morning reached Lexington, 

fifteen miles from Boston, where they saw a body of provincial (colonial) militia assembled on a green near the road.  

The Americans, before this time, had disclaimed all design of attacking the king’s troops, professed to take up arms only 

for the purpose of self-defense, and avoided skirmishes with the British soldiers; but on this day hostilities actually 

commenced, and here the first blood was shed in the contest between Britain and America.  When the British troops 

approached, the Americans were questioned for what purpose they had met, and ordered to disperse; on which the 

colonists immediately retired in confusion.  Several guns were then fired upon the king’s soldiers from a stone wall and 

also from the meeting house and other buildings, by which one man was wounded, and a horse shot under major 

Pitcairn….The British officers who were present, gave the account which general Gage reported in his letters to 

government, that the Americans fired first; and on the testimony of several respectable gentlemen of unimpeached 

character, this assertion rests. 

Considering what this document says, how is this document valuable for your research? 

 

 

Considering what this document says, how is this document a limitation for your research? 

 

 

Source B.   William Belsham (1752-1827) born and lived his life in England.  This excerpt is from his multi-volume 

History of Great Britain published in 1811. 

General Gage (British) having intelligence of a considerable magazine deposited at the town of Concord, about twenty 

miles distant from Boston, where the provincial congress was also held, detached, on the night preceding the 19th of 

April, 800 grenadiers and light infantry, under the command of Colonel Smith, who proceeded on their march with great 

silence:  but by the firing of guns and ringing of bells they at length perceived themselves discovered; and on their arrival 

at Lexington, at five in the morning, they found the company of colonial militia belonging to that place drawn up on the 

green; on which Major Pitcairn, who led the advanced guard, cried out (Disperse, rebels! Throw down your arms, and 

disperse!”  This not being immediately complied with, he ordered the soldiers to fire; eight or ten of the provincials were 

killed, and the rest speedily retreated.  The King’s troops immediately marched on to Concord… 

Considering what this document says, how is this document valuable for your research? 

 

 

Considering what this document says, how is this document a limitation for your research? 



Now here is the background of both men. 

Source A.  Robert Bisset, an English school master, wrote a number of books on 18th century England.  Throughout most 

of his life he was an ardent defender of the Tory cause.  Tories valued the royal and aristocratic traditions of Great 

Britain and were greatly disturbed by the increasing insistence by their opponents, the Whigs that such past traditions 

should be changed and that more people should have some say about how to live tier lives.  In 1796 Bisset published a 

massive, eight-volume study of the democratic states of ancient times.  In those volumes he set out to prove that 

democracy is a vicious form of government and that a monarchy, supported by a strong aristocracy, is the only sane way 

to rule a country.  

Considering the origin and purpose of this document, how is it valuable for your research? 

 

 

Considering the origin and purpose of this document, how is it a limitation for your research? 

 

 

Source B.  William Belsham was born and lived his life in England.  As a staunch Whig, he belonged to the same political 

party as William Pitt and Edmund Burke, both of whom, at the time of the American Revolution, supported the 

American cause in the British Parliament.  Belsham was a constant defender of liberal principals throughout a long 

writing career, authoring works in defense of the English Whigs, reform of the poor laws in England, religious liberty, the 

French Revolution, and many other liberal causes.   

Considering the origin and purpose of this document, how is it valuable for your research? 

 

 

Considering the origin and purpose of this document, how is it a limitation for your research? 

 

 

Then your find this source from Winston Churchill written in his four-volume History of the English-Speaking Peoples… 

“…The militia commander ordered his men to disperse.  The colonial committees were very anxious not to fire the first 

shot, and there were strict orders not to provoke open conflict with the British regulars.  But in the confusion someone 

fired.  A volley was returned.  The ranks of the militia were thinned and there was a general melee.  Brushing aside the 

survivors, the British column marched on to Concord”. 

 

So, what is it that the teacher wanted you to learn and think about while doing this activity?  Be thoughtful 

with your answers. 


