
Unit 4 Civil War and Reconstruction 

SSUSH8 Explore the relationship between slavery, growing north-south divisions, and 
westward expansion that led to the outbreak of the Civil War. 
 
In the decades before the Civil War, three distinct regions developed in the United States: the 
North, the South, and the West. Sharp divisions emerged between the economies and culture 
of the North and South. In the West, settlers from both the North and South merged to create a 
distinct way of life. The expansion into the West was not without conflict- both political and 
physical. These cultural and economic clashes ultimately led to the outbreak of Civil War in the 
United States. 
 
a. Explain the impact of the Missouri Compromise on the admission of states from the 

Louisiana Territory. 
 

The Louisiana Territory encompassed a wide swath of land in the middle of the North American 
continent. Thomas Jefferson purchased the land from France in 1803. By mid-century, the 
population in portions of the territory had increased dramatically and their next step was to 
apply for statehood through the United States Congress. Missouri was one such territory, 
primed for acceptance as a full and equal state. At the time of its application, however, there 
was already a balanced number of free and slave states. The sectional divisions of the nation 
were demonstrated in the hard fought negotiations over whether Missouri would enter the 
Union as a slave or free state.  
 
The admission of Missouri as a new state is an excellent illustration of how Congress sought to 
maintain a “perfect equilibrium” between the number of free and slave states. In 1819, right 
before Missouri applied for admission to the United States, there were 11 free states and 11 
slave states. The balance was politically important. The North had a larger population, which 
gave that region an advantage through the proportional representation of the House of 
Representatives. The Senate, however, was evenly balanced between free and slave states 
because each state had equal representation in that chamber. For a bill to become a law, it had 
to be passed by both bodies of the legislature. Therefore, the balanced Senate prevented either 
region of the country from mandating policy concerning the contentious slavery issue. 
 
Slavery was already a common practice in the Missouri territory that was applying to become a 
state, which concerned the Northern Senators. If Missouri came into the United States as a 
slave state, it would tip the balance of the Senate in favor of the South. Another issue that 
concerned the North about Missouri’s application for statehood was the fact that it was the 
first territory from the region of the Louisiana Purchase that was prepared to enter the Union 
as a state. Missouri’s slave status would set a precedent for future states forming from that 
area. The South also worried about attempts by Northern Senators to limit slavery within the 
new state. Debate over Missouri’s admission was heated in the Congress and lasted for months.  
 
Henry Clay, a leading Congressman from Kentucky, is credited with putting together a 
compromise that resolved the issue. A key component of his plan hinged on the fact that Maine 
had also petitioned the Senate for admission to the Union. Maine had previously been part of 
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Massachusetts and was slated to become a separate state. Clay’s Missouri Compromise 
included the following provisions. First, Maine and Missouri would both enter the Union. Maine 
would enter as a free state and Missouri would enter as a slave state, thus preserving the 
balance in the Senate. Second, the rest of the Louisiana Territory would be subject to a 
geographic division at the 36o , 30” line of latitude (Missouri’s southern border). Slavery would 
be prohibited north of the line, except in Missouri. Slavery would remain untouched south of 
the line. The Missouri Compromise passed both bodies of Congress and James Monroe signed it 
into law in March 1820. The seeds of sectionalism were beginning to sprout. 
 
b. Examine James K. Polk’s presidency in the fulfillment of Manifest Destiny including the 

Texas annexation and Oregon. 
 
James K. Polk became the eleventh President of the United States after winning a close election 
in 1844. Once in office, Polk added to the nation's western lands by annexing Texas and part of 
Oregon. Many Americans believed that expansion across the continent was the destiny of the 
United States. Others worried that the bold acquisition of land would lead to war. The actions 
of James K. Polk during his presidency did both- he added territory to the United States and 
fought a war with Mexico over expansion.  
 
Americans have always looked westward. As the coastal plains filled, colonists arriving from 
Europe sought unclaimed land in the backcountry of each colony. After the French and Indian 
War, settlers crossed the Appalachians and entered the Tennessee and Ohio River Basins. After 
the American Revolution, settlers began to fill the Ohio Valley and moved out into western 
Georgia and Alabama. The Louisiana Purchase in 1803 doubled the size of America's land 
holdings and brought new opportunities to move westward into the Mississippi River Valley. 
Florida, the last piece of foreign held territory in the east was acquired in 1819 from Spain. By 
1850, Americans had settled California, Oregon, and Washington on the Pacific coast. The 
process of settlement took 150 years to reach the Appalachians, 50 years to reach the 
Mississippi River and another 30 years to settle the Pacific states. In 230 years, Americans had 
come to dominate the continent. Americans believed such rapid expansion must have been a 
result of divine favor referred to as Manifest Destiny.  
 
Manifest Destiny was a phrase coined to describe the belief that America was to expand and 
settle the entire continent of North America. The phrase originated in 1845 when John L. 
O'Sullivan, a newspaper editor, wrote that it was America's "Manifest destiny to overspread the 
continent allotted by Providence for the free development of our yearly multiplying millions." 
 
The center of population growth in the years after the War of 1812 was in the future states of 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and northern Kentucky. In this region three factors encouraged families 
in the eastern states to move into the Midwest. First, American Indians were removed from the 
region. Second, land speculators acquired large tracts of land and were eager to sell. Third, as 
the national infrastructure moved westward it was easier to migrate west. Although interest 
rates on land were high, so were grain prices throughout the 1830s and 1840s. Fertile soil and 
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the development of better plows and harvesters allowed farmers to produce large crop yields, 
which increased the allure of westward expansion. 
 
Westward expansion was a pivotal issue in the 1844 Presidential election. Texas was not a state 
at the time and was a region heavily entrenched in slavery. Many Northerners were opposed to 
the annexation of Texas due to the slavery issue and its political implications. The Democratic 
Party struggled with the issue and was divided over which candidate to nominate to be their 
party's representative in the election. Former President Martin Van Buren of New York was 
opposed to annexation. The Southern members of the Democratic Party supported John C. 
Calhoun of South Carolina for the nomination. Calhoun was in favor of slavery and the 
immediate annexation of Texas. The nominating convention was at an impasse between the 
two Democrats until the Party finally nominated James K. Polk from Tennessee. He was a true 
expansionist who believed in Manifest Destiny and wanted to annex Texas and take claim of 
Oregon and California. His campaign slogan, "Fifty-four Forty or Fight!" was a reference to the 
latitudinal boundary between the Oregon Territory and Russian held Alaska. Polk's opponent in 
the election was the famous Whig candidate, Henry Clay of Kentucky. Clay's position on 
annexation of Texas was uncertain, as he preferred to promote his American System agenda of 
internal improvements rather than weigh in on the expansion issue. As a result, the New York 
wing of the Whig Party abandoned Clay and instead supported the anti-slavery Liberty Party in 
the election. The 36 New York Electoral College votes proved decisive in James K. Polk's 170-
105 victory.  
 
The Democratic victory in 1844 was thought to be a signal from the public that annexation of 
Texas was the desire of the people. Texas was annexed and when Polk took office it was up to 
him to deal with Mexico's reaction to the American claim to land they viewed as their own. Polk 
also faced a decision about how to fulfill the campaign promise of acquiring Oregon that was 
also claimed by Great Britain. Since 1818, Great Britain and the United States had essentially 
shared claim to Oregon through a treaty that was signed between the two nations calling for 
joint occupation. It was likely that Polk would have to fight Mexico to resolve the southern 
border dispute in Texas and also fight Great Britain to secure claim to the Oregon territory. 
Fighting Great Britain for a third time was the least appealing option. Mexico had recently won 
its independence from Spain in 1821 after hundreds of years of occupation. Given Mexico's new 
status and uncertain leadership, Britain would be the less desirable opponent in a conflict over 
expansion.  
 
Polk ultimately negotiated with Great Britain concerning Oregon in an attempt to avoid armed 
conflict over the region. Instead of acquiring the entire Oregon territory to the 54o 40" line, a 
compromise was reached. The Oregon territory would be divided and the northern section 
would remain in Great Britain's possession and the southern section would be annexed by the 
United States. The Senate ratified the Oregon Treaty in 1846, the same year the United States 
went to war with Mexico over Texas. Polk had fulfilled the Manifest Destiny of the United 
States to span the North American continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific coastlines. 
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c. Analyze the impact of the Mexican War on growing sectionalism. 
 
The United States, under the leadership of President James K. Polk, took Texas into the Union in 
1845. As a result, war broke out between the United States and Mexico over differing frontier 
claims in Texas. The war proved to be swift and decisive as Mexico lost not only their land claim 
in Texas, but also all of California and New Mexico to the United States. The victory in the 
Mexican War soon pitted the North and South against one another as the United States 
wrestled with the slavery issue in the newly acquired lands. Sectionalism became even more 
bitter and the United States was quickly headed down a path towards Civil War.  
 
The Mexican War began after the United States annexed Texas and insisted that the new 
border with Mexico was the Rio Grande River. Mexico, however, insisted that the border was 
the Nueces River (150 miles north of the Rio Grande). In addition, Mexico believed that the 
United States had set its sights on the Mexican territories of New Mexico and California. The 
United States had twice attempted to purchase the territories from Mexico. When President 
Polk sent American soldiers under the command of General Zachary Taylor south of the Nueces 
River to the banks of the Rio Grande River, the Mexican Army attacked Taylor's cavalry patrols. 
The incident was portrayed differently in each country. The Mexican version emphasized Taylor 
as having invaded Mexican land south of the Nueces River. The American version emphasized 
Mexico's army as having invaded American land north of the Rio Grande River.  
 
Polk used the incident to justify war in his message to Congress on May 11, 1846. The 
Declaration of War was overwhelmingly approved two days later. As the war developed, the 
United States attacked on two fronts. First, US forces occupied California. Second, a large 
American force invaded Mexico from Texas. Mexican forces were defeated and the United 
States occupied much of northern Mexico. As General Taylor's northern force advanced south, 
a second force landed at Vera Cruz led by General Winfield Scott. Scott's forces advanced 
overland from the coast, attacked, and ultimately captured Mexico City on August 7, 1846.  
 
As the war was coming to a quick conclusion, Nicholas Trist was sent by President Polk to 
represent the United States in meetings with the Mexican government to end the war. Trist 
found the political situation in Mexico chaotic and worked out a peace treaty with members of 
the Mexican government other than the President Santa Anna. The Treaty of Guadalupe-
Hidalgo was negotiated and signed in early 1848. The provisions of the Treaty of Guadalupe-
Hidalgo included:  

1. The Rio Grande River would be the recognized border between the United States and 
Mexico. 

2. Mexico ceded the territories of California and New Mexico (eventually becoming all or 
parts of seven states). The area became known as the Mexican Cession.  

3. The United States paid $15 million to the Mexican government and assumed the claims 
of American citizens against the Mexican government. 

 
When the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo was introduced in the United States for ratification, it 
was immediately caught up in the sectional tension between pro-slavery and anti-slavery 
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factions. Pennsylvania Representative David Wilmot introduced legislation in the House of 
Representatives that boldly declared "neither slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever exist" 
in lands won in the Mexican War. Wilmot and other Northern representatives had grown tired 
of President Polk and his allies’ continual block of internal improvement bills in the House and 
were worried that the extension of slavery into California would harm free labor. The Wilmot 
Proviso passed through the House, where northern states held the majority. However, the 
Proviso failed in the Senate, where the division between free and slave states was equal. The 
issue of whether to allow or prohibit slavery in new states remained unresolved and 
sectionalism was growing more intense. The political differences between the northern and 
southern sections of the country over slavery in the territories were an introduction to the 
violent acts that would soon lead to full-scale war. 
 
d. Explain how the Compromise of 1850 arose out of territorial expansion and population 

growth. 
 
The Compromise of 1850 was four years in the making. Northern Whigs and Southern 
Democrats engaged in heated attacks on one another over the status of slavery in the Mexican 
Cession. Then the discovery of gold in California in 1848 rapidly increased the population of the 
territory past the 100,000 citizens necessary for statehood. As a part of their plan of statehood, 
Californians drew up a state constitution that outlawed slavery in the proposed state.  
 
Southern politicians objected to California's admission as a free state on two points. First, 
Southerners argued that the exclusion of slavery in the territory violated the Missouri 
Compromise (the compromise line would split the state). Second, Northerners already 
controlled the House of Representatives and Southerners feared the admission of California 
would upset the balance of free and slave states in the Senate. Northern and Southern 
representatives argued bitterly over California.  
 
Henry Clay, who diffused tensions previously with the Missouri Compromise in 1820 and a 
compromise tariff in 1833, finally presented a plan that he hoped would solve this heated 
impasse. Clay became known as the "Great Compromiser" due to his pivotal role in negotiating 
resolutions to challenging political issues. Concerning the present debate over California's 
admission to the Union, tension was continuing to escalate between the North and the South. 
Debates between John C. Calhoun, representing the Southern position, and Daniel Webster, 
representing the Northern position, raged over the bill. Numerous votes were taken, but the 
extremists on both sides prevented passage of the bill. Clay and Calhoun both left the Senate 
too ill to continue, as they were quite advanced in age.  
 
In Clay and Calhoun's absence, Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois and Daniel Webster of 
Massachusetts worked to split the proposal into separate bills so that Congressmen could vote 
on each separately. The five bills then moved through the Congress individually and were 
ultimately passed. Collectively, the five laws were known as the Compromise of 1850. The 
provisions of the compromise included: 
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1. The state of New Mexico would be established by carving its borders from the state of 
Texas.  

2. New Mexico's voters would determine whether the state would permit or prohibit 
slavery.  

3. California would be admitted as a free state.  
4. All citizens of the United States, regardless of region, would be required to apprehend 

runaway slaves and return them to their owners. Those who failed to do so would be 
fined or imprisoned.  

5. The slave trade would be abolished in the District of Columbia, but the practice of 
slavery would be allowed to continue there. 

 
Despite the Compromise of 1850's passage, sectional tension over slavery was eased for only a 
short time. The expansion of US territory to the Pacific Ocean had happened quickly and was 
viewed by many to be the country's Manifest Destiny. As populations of western areas grew to 
the level of statehood, the issue of slavery had to be negotiated through compromise due to 
the intense sectionalism of the period. 
 
e. Evaluate the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the failure of popular sovereignty, Scott v. Sanford, 

John Brown’s Raid on Harper’s Ferry, and the election of 1860 as events leading to the 
Civil War. 

 
Four issues in the last years of the 1850s further polarized the nation over the issue of slavery 
and pushed the North and South toward open conflict in the Civil War. The issues were each 
political in nature and some involved increasing violence. The Kansas-Nebraska Act was an 
unsuccessful attempt to use popular sovereignty as a solution to the slavery question. The 
Supreme Court, in Scott v. Sanford, effectively overturned the Missouri Compromise. John 
Brown's Raid on Harper's Ferry marked an escalation of violence over the slavery issue. These 
events represent mounting sectional division. The trigger event that prompted the outbreak of 
the Civil War was Abraham Lincoln's Republican victory in the 1860 Presidential election. No 
one event is responsible for the Civil War, instead the cumulative effect of many events led to 
the conflict.  
 
The rich farmlands west of Missouri beckoned families and investors. In 1852 and 1853, 
Congress considered creating the territories of Kansas and Nebraska for settlement. The 
legislation caught the attention of Southern Congressmen who refused to consider the creation 
of the new territories unless the provision was made for Southerners to bring slaves into the 
region. Northern representatives argued that the expansion of slavery into the new territories 
was a violation of the Missouri Compromise, as the land was above the provision line set in 
1820 to divide slave and free states.  
 
In 1854, Congress again took up the issue of slavery in proposed states and territories. Stephen 
A. Douglas included a provision using popular sovereignty (rule by the people), which would 
allow the citizens of the territory to decide whether or not slavery would be allowed. 
Southerners hoped that by allowing the people to decide the issue that more slave states could 
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be added. After a great deal of rancorous debate in both Houses, the bill was approved and 
became known as the Kansas-Nebraska Act.  
 
The passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act had several effects. First, the law virtually repealed the 
Missouri Compromise of 1820 and the Compromise of 1850. Settlers in all new territories 
would have the right to decide for themselves whether their new home would be a free or 
slave state. The previous compromises that established policy concerning where free and slave 
states would form in future territories were dismissed by the more democratic sounding 
approach of popular sovereignty.  
 
The Kansas-Nebraska Act's second effect was that pro- and antislavery groups both hurried into 
Kansas in an attempt to create voting majorities there. Antislavery abolitionists came from 
eastern states; proslavery settlers came mainly from neighboring Missouri. Some of these 
proslavery supporters settled in Kansas, but many more stayed there only long enough to vote 
for slavery and then returned home to Missouri. Proslavery voters elected a legislature ready to 
make Kansas a slave state. Abolitionists then elected a rival Kansas government, wrote an 
antislavery constitution, established a different capital city, and raised an army. Proslavery 
Kansans reacted by raising their own army. Violence between the two sides created warlike 
conditions that led to the territory being referred to as "Bleeding Kansas." Popular sovereignty 
had failed. 
 
The third effect of the Kansas-Nebraska Act was that it split existing political parties into 
regional factions and gave rise to the new Republican Party. The new party developed after 
President Pierce signed the Kansas-Nebraska Act into law. The common cause that attracted 
supporters to the Republican Party was opposition to slavery. The groups that came together to 
make the new party included members of the Free-Soil Party, whose main platform opposed 
the expansion of slavery. Disgruntled followers of the existing political parties, the antislavery 
Whigs and antislavery Democrats, joined the Free-Soilers in creating the new Republican Party. 
President Pierce's inability to control the violence in Kansas led to his defeat in the election of 
1856. The Republicans were gaining momentum. So too was Abraham Lincoln, who was soon to 
be the Republican Party's star candidate.  
 
Another event that led the country toward Civil War was the Supreme Court ruling in Scott v. 
Sanford. Often referred to as the Dred Scott decision, the 1857 ruling settled a lawsuit in which 
a slave named Dred Scott claimed he should be a free man. Scott had lived with his master in 
slave states and in free states and believed he had been held illegally in the free states. The 
Supreme Court rejected Scott's claim, ruling that no enslaved or free Black could be a citizen of 
the United States. The Court said Congress could not prohibit slavery in federal territories. Thus, 
the Court found that popular sovereignty and the Missouri Compromise of 1820 were 
unconstitutional.  
 
The Dred Scott decision gave slavery the protection of the United States Constitution. In 
essence, nothing short of a constitutional amendment could end slavery - an event not likely to 
occur. Proslavery Americans welcomed the Court's ruling as proof they had been right during 
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their long struggle against abolitionists. In contrast, abolitionists convinced many state 
legislatures to declare the Dred Scott decision not binding within their state borders. The new 
Republican Party said that if its candidate were elected President in 1860, he would appoint a 
new Supreme Court that would reverse the Dred Scott ruling.  
 
Violence over slavery escalated as the political maneuvering on the subject was not producing a 
lasting policy. John Brown's Raid is another event that led to the Civil War. John Brown, an 
ardent abolitionist, decided to fight slavery with violence and killing. In 1856, believing he was 
chosen by God to end slavery, Brown commanded family members and other abolitionists to 
attack proslavery settlers in Kansas killing five men. Leaving Kansas, Brown decided to begin a 
slave war in the east by seizing arms and munitions and leading slaves in rebellion.  
 
In 1859, John Brown led a group of White and Black men in a raid on the federal armory at 
Harper's Ferry, Virginia (in modern-day West Virginia) in hopes of arming slaves for a rebellion. 
The raid failed and US Marines, led by Colonel Robert E. Lee, captured Brown. Eventually, 
Brown was convicted of treason against the state of Virginia and executed by hanging.  
 
At first, many Northerners and Southerners were horrified by Brown's actions. Eventually, many 
Northerners came to respect what Brown had done, viewing him as a martyr for the abolitionist 
movement. Southerners were angered. Many in the South viewed Brown as a terrorist killer, a 
man that sought to incite a slave rebellion that would have led to the slaughter of hundreds of 
men, women, and children. Vocal Northern support of Brown's actions did little to calm an 
anxious South. Invoking the specter of the Nat Turner Rebellion nearly 20 years earlier, 
southern states began to strengthen and train their state militias. A war between the North and 
the South was becoming a real possibility.  
 
The trigger that set the Civil War in motion was the victory of the Republican candidate, 
Abraham Lincoln, in the election of 1860. The sectionalism of the 1850s led to a split within the 
Democratic Party. The Northern Democrats nominated Stephen Douglas of Illinois and the 
Southern Democrats nominated John Breckenridge of Kentucky to be the nominees in the 1860 
Presidential election. Some of the old Whigs who did not support either the Democrats or the 
Republican candidate formed the Constitutional Union Party and nominated John Bell of 
Tennessee as their candidate. The field was full with four candidates for the November election. 
Their positions on slavery were important to the outcome of the election. Lincoln believed that 
slavery should not be allowed to expand to the territories, but he would not interfere in states 
where it already existed. Douglas believed popular sovereignty should be the policy regarding 
slavery. Breckenridge viewed slaves as property and therefore believed that the government 
could not deny citizens of their property regardless of their location. Bell did not commit to a 
position regarding slavery but maintained that he was most interested in the union of the 
United States. The final votes in the election fell along regional lines with Lincoln carrying the 
more populated North and thus the Electoral College.  
 
Upon Lincoln's election, South Carolina voted to secede (separate from) the United States. 
Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and then Texas followed South Carolina in 
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their break from the United States. These Lower South states were the original seven members 
of the Confederate States of America. Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, and North Carolina also 
joined the Confederacy. All of the events of the 1850s contributed to the outbreak of Civil War, 
but it was the election of Lincoln that triggered its actual beginning. 
 
SSUSH9 Evaluate key events, issues, and individuals related to the Civil War 
 
The Civil War was one of the defining events in the history of the United States. More 
Americans were killed in the Civil War than in any other war. The war evoked passionate 
determination on both sides, which resulted in a protracted war with a level of destruction not 
seen before. Both Union and Confederate supporters thought the war would be brief and that 
their side would win decisively. Instead, the Civil War lasted four years, caused over one million 
casualties, over 600,000 deaths, and drained the economies of both the North and the South. 
Evaluating the important events, issues, and individuals involved in the Civil War can help to 
understand why this particular war lasted longer than anyone anticipated and brought about 
significant social, political, and economic changes for the nation as a whole. 
 
a. Explain the importance of the growing economic disparity between the North and the 

South through an examination of population, functioning railroads, and industrial output. 
 
The North and South were vastly different regions in terms of their physical and economic 
resources at the time of the Civil War. Fighting the Civil War challenged both sides to field, 
equip, and maintain a military for the duration of the lengthy and costly war. The North had a 
better resume at the outset for conducting the war. There was a larger population in the North 
from which to draw soldiers, a more extensive transportation system to move resources, and 
much greater industrial output to equip soldiers to fight. The South was decidedly at a 
disadvantage in each of these categories. It would seem from the data that the war would be a 
swift and decisive victory for the North. The war was ultimately a Union victory, but it was hard 
fought and lengthy. The South made up for its shortcomings through strong military leadership 
that relied on efficiency and strategy to prolong the war. 
 
The disparity between the North and the South had been many decades in the making. With 
the advent of the Industrial Revolution, the two regions developed differently. The North 
evolved into a more industrial economy with larger cities and a larger immigrant population to 
work in the factories for cheap wages. The North's wealth from industrial production was 
growing substantially by the mid-19th century. The South remained largely agricultural. Cotton 
was King, as the demand for Southern grown cotton was in high demand by Northern textile 
factories and other world markets. However, most farmers in the South were small-scale 
farmers and only a small percentage engaged in the large plantation operations that produced 
the greatest wealth.  
 
Northern wealth from industrial production accumulated in cash assets. Southern wealth was 
often tied up in land and slave investments. Therefore, when the Civil War began, the North 
was better able to fund the military operation based on more available cash, the sale of 
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government bonds, and taxation. The South struggled to finance the war and tried desperately, 
but without success, to secure a foreign alliance to supplement the Confederate operation. The 
Union blockade of the Southern coastline limited the ability of the South to export cotton 
during the war, which further hurt Confederate finances. The South printed large quantities of 
paper money to fund the war, with dangerous inflationary consequences. The factors of 
population, infrastructure, and industrial production reflect a wide gap between the North and 
South at the time of the Civil War. In each area, the North was in a favorable position to fight 
the war. 
 

 Northern Economy Southern Economy 

Foundation Industry and Trade Agriculture 

Manufacturing 
Resources 

• 92% of US Industrial Output 

• Abundant resources to produce 
weapons, military supplies, and 
equipment 

• 8% of US Industrial Output 

• Minimal resources to produce 
weapons  

• Soldiers often fought with their 
personal equipment 

Food 
Production 

Over twice as much food production 
compared to the South 

Limited food production due to vast 
cotton cultivation 

Employment 
and Property 
Ownership 

• Many citizens owned no 
property and worked for 
someone else  

• Even in large-scale farming 
regions, machines reduced the 
need for agricultural workers 

• Southern economy depended on 
the production of cash crops 
(cotton, rice, corn, and tobacco)  

• Required human labor and 
depended on slavery  

• Most farmers were small 
farmers and owned no slaves 

Population • 71% of US population  

• Of the population in the North, 
99% was free and 1% slave  

• Large enough to assemble an 
army capable of defending the 
North 

• 29% of US population  

• Of the population in the South, 
67% free and 33% slave 

• Too few free men to assemble 
an army capable of defending 
the Confederacy 

Railroads • 71% of US railroad network  

• Efficient rail transport system  

• Able to transport troops, 
supplies, and food 

• 29% of US railroad network  

• Inefficient rail transport system  

• Poor capacity to transport 
troops, supplies, and food 

Exports and 
Views on 
Tariffs 

• 34% of US exports  

• Favored high tariffs on imported 
goods to protect Northern 
industries and workers' jobs 

• 66% of US exports (however, 
this cotton export was cut off by 
Union blockade during the war) 

• Favored low (or no) tariffs on 
imported goods to keep the 
prices of manufactured goods 
more affordable 
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b. Discuss Lincoln’s purpose in using emergency powers to suspend habeas corpus, issuing 

the Emancipation Proclamation, and delivering the Gettysburg and Second Inaugural 
Addresses. 

 
President Abraham Lincoln was elected President in 1860. The immediate reaction by the states 
of the Deep South was secession. The eleven states that eventually formed the Confederate 
States of America (the "Confederacy") viewed themselves as a separate nation. Over the course 
of the Civil War, President Lincoln repeatedly demonstrated and spoke about his primary 
objective and purpose in the war, which was preserving the Union.  
 
In Lincoln's first inaugural address, he tried to conciliate Southerners by saying that he was not 
going to abolish slavery and that he only wanted to preserve the Union. He went on to urge 
Southerners to abandon the idea of secession and rejoin the United States. President Lincoln 
believed preservation of the United States (the "Union") was the most important task for any 
President. He did not believe the southern states had the right to secede from the Union and 
thought they were merely rebelling against the government.  
 
As a result, Lincoln never considered the Confederacy a separate country. Confederate forces 
attacked the Fort Sumter, South Carolina United States Army fortification in April 1861, which 
marked the beginning of the long-feared Civil War. When Lincoln called for a large volunteer 
army to preserve the Union, more states - Virginia, Arkansas, North Carolina, and Tennessee - 
seceded to join the Confederacy. Although Lincoln often stated that he wished only to restrict 
the spread of slavery, not to abolish it, he did over the course of the war come to embrace the 
idea of ending slavery in the United States. 
 
Lincoln's desire to preserve the Union can also be seen in his speech at Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania. The occasion was the dedication of a military cemetery at the Gettysburg 
battlefield in November 1863, just four months after 51,000 Union and Confederate soldiers 
were killed there in battle. When Lincoln rose to speak, starting with his famous words "Four 
score and seven years ago...," he spoke for just two minutes. Lincoln thought the speech was a 
failure because of the poor crowd response. It was not until the next day, when the Gettysburg 
Address was widely published by Northern newspapers, that Lincoln's words caught the 
imagination of the North. Lincoln's call to continue on with the fight for the fallen and to help 
preserve "...government of the people, by the people, and for the people..." helped to raise the 
spirits of Northerners who had grown weary of the war and were dismayed by Confederate 
victories over the larger Union armies. Lincoln did not support giving up the fight, which would 
have dissolved the Union created by the Patriots "four score and seven years" before. 
 
President Lincoln was reelected in 1864. His Second Inaugural Address is another example of a 
speech where his determination to preserve the union of states is evident. When the Second 
Inaugural was given, Union victory over the Confederacy was eminent and Americans foresaw 
an end to slavery. Instead of boasting about the victory, Lincoln expressed sorrow that the 
states had not been able to resolve their differences peacefully. However, he clearly stated that 
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slavery was such an evil that the North was right to have gone to war over the issue. 
Nevertheless, he urged Americans not to seek revenge on slaveholders, their supporters, or the 
Confederate military. Instead, he urged reconstruction of the South in a spirit of "malice toward 
none; with charity for all." Lincoln formed what would become the popular memory of why the 
war was necessary. He said it had been fought to preserve the Union as an indivisible nation of 
citizens who would no longer profit from "wringing their bread from the sweat of other men's 
faces" - from taking their earnings from the labor of slaves. 
 
Although Lincoln's objective was to preserve the United States, he also became more intent on 
ending slavery through the course of the war. In 1862, after the bloody battle at Antietam, 
Lincoln used executive powers to issue the Emancipation Proclamation. The policy emancipated 
(freed) all slaves held in the states engaged in rebellion. Lincoln did not expect Confederate 
slaveholders to free their slaves, but he thought news of the proclamation would reach 
southern slaves and encourage them to flee to the North. Lincoln believed one reason southern 
Whites were free to join the Confederate Army was because slaves were doing their work at 
home on southern farms. Encouraging slaves to flee to the North would hurt the Southern war 
effort. 
 
Although the Emancipation Proclamation did not free slaves held in the North or in the Border 
States, free Blacks living in Union states warmly welcomed Lincoln's statement. The 
proclamation enlarged the purpose of the Civil War to include abolishing slavery and also 
opened the way for Blacks to join the Union Army. 
 
Not all Northerners supported President Lincoln's efforts to preserve the Union. Some were 
Confederate sympathizers (just as some Southerners were Union sympathizers). Throughout 
the war, in some states Lincoln suspended the constitutional right of habeas corpus - the legal 
rule that anyone imprisoned must be taken before a judge to determine if the prisoner is being 
legally held in custody. The Constitution allows a President to suspend habeas corpus during a 
national emergency. Lincoln used his emergency powers to legalize the holding of Confederate 
sympathizers without trial and without a judge to agree they were legally imprisoned. Over 
13,000 Confederate sympathizers were arrested in the North. After the war, Lincoln's actions 
were partially repudiated by the Supreme Court decision Ex parte Milligan, 1866, which upheld 
the suspension of habeas corpus in times of national crisis. Lincoln's purpose in suspending 
habeas corpus was to help ensure victory in the war - even if it meant restricting individual 
liberties- and ultimately preserve the Union as he had stated many times. 
 
c. Examine the influences of Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, 

William T. Sherman, and Jefferson Davis. 
 
The Civil War was conducted through the leadership of some very successful military and 
political leaders. At the time of the war's opening shots, the Confederacy had the advantage in 
terms of military leadership. Commanders from both sides were very familiar with one another, 
as many had trained together at the West Point Military Academy or served together in the 
Mexican War.  
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Lincoln was frustrated early in the war by his Union commanders' inability to end the fighting 
quickly. Grant and Sherman finally emerged as the type of aggressive commanders Lincoln had 
been looking to promote. The Confederate commander, General Robert E. Lee, was thought to 
be one of the most capable military men in the United States. He was even offered a top 
position in the United States Army when the Civil War broke out. However, Lee resigned when 
his home state of Virginia seceded and joined the Confederacy. Lee's influence on the war was 
one of strong military leadership. Given all of the disadvantages the Confederacy faced going 
into the conflict, Lee was able to efficiently craft a military strategy that withstood larger Union 
armies and often a lack of supplies.  
 
General Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson was considered a brilliant military tactician and was a 
great commander for Robert E. Lee's Confederate Army. He led his forces to victory at both 
battles of Bull Run. Like Lee, he was very skilled in the field through maneuvering his forces 
against often larger and better-equipped opponents. Jackson was shot at the Battle of 
Chancellorsville in 1863 and died a few days later. His death was a tremendous loss to General 
Lee and the Confederate Army.  
 
General Ulysses S. Grant was promoted to full command of the Union Army in March 1864. He 
had demonstrated his skill and aggressive approach in battle through the difficult campaigns in 
the West. One of his greatest successes that earned him the promotion was at the siege of 
Vicksburg. His hard fought victory to control the Mississippi River achieved one of the main 
military objectives of the Union's Anaconda Plan. The Union wanted to split the Confederacy to 
restrict its ability to mobilize forces. Grant's victory at Vicksburg achieved that goal. Robert E. 
Lee ultimately surrendered to General Grant at Appomattox Courthouse in Virginia on April 9, 
1865 to end the war.  
 
Just as Ulysses S. Grant had been noticed for his aggressive military success, so too was General 
William T. Sherman. Grant and Sherman had fought together in the western campaigns at 
Shiloh and Vicksburg. When Grant was given full command of the Union Army, Sherman was 
also promoted to lead the forces in the West. Sherman is noted for capturing the key 
Confederate city of Atlanta and subsequently leading the Union March to the Sea through 
Georgia. Sherman's influence on the outcome of the war was to wear down the Confederate 
will to fight through the widespread destruction of property on his march through Georgia and 
the Carolinas. 
 
Jefferson Davis was not a military commander in the field but was President of the Confederate 
States of America. Davis did possess a military background, having graduated from West Point. 
He was also a well-respected United States Senator from Mississippi before the Civil War began. 
Davis was not able to secure for the Confederacy a diplomatic alliance with European countries. 
He was also at odds with many of the Confederate state governors regarding his war plans that 
strained the already scarce resources of the South. Davis's counterpart Abraham Lincoln proved 
to be a more capable political leader during the Civil War. 
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d. Explain the importance of Fort Sumter, Antietam, Vicksburg, Gettysburg, and Atlanta, as 
well as the impact of geography on these battles. 

 
Civil War historians acknowledge that 50 major battles and 5000 minor battles were fought in 
the Civil War between 1861 and 1865. There were also countless skirmishes throughout the 
course of the war. Land battles were fought mostly in states east of the Mississippi River and 
south of the Ohio River. Sea battles were fought along the Atlantic coast and in the Gulf of 
Mexico. There were also major river battles fought on the Mississippi River. The battles listed in 
this element are representative of key strategies and moments in the Civil War. 
The Battle of Fort Sumter was fought in April 1861. Guarding the mouth of Charleston Harbor, 
Fort Sumter was one of the last forts within the seceding states that still remained under 
federal control. Because the South controlled the harbor, Fort Sumter was cut off from Union 
supplies and reinforcements. Lincoln had just taken office a few months earlier and the fort was 
quickly running out of food and supplies. The new President contacted the South Carolina 
leadership to alert them that the United States would be sending food - and only food - to the 
Union fortification isolated within Confederate territory. Thus, a critical juncture was reached. 
Either the Confederates would allow the fort to remain under Union control or begin the fight. 
 
Confederate forces staged a 24-hour bombardment against the fort and, by attacking federal 
property, committed an act of open rebellion. To uphold the Constitution, President Lincoln 
believed he had no choice but to call for troops to respond against the Confederacy. As a direct 
result, the Civil War began. The Confederates won the battle at Fort Sumter after two days of 
relentless bombing from the Charleston shoreline. Not only did this battle begin the war, but it 
also prompted the states of the Upper South to join the Confederacy. Virginia, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, and Arkansas seceded within weeks of the Confederate victory at Fort Sumter. 
 
The Battle of Antietam was fought in September 1862. Confederate General Robert E. Lee 
marched his forces to Antietam Creek, Maryland, where he fought the war's first major battle 
on Union soil. Maryland was a Border State, which meant that it was a state that allowed 
slavery but remained loyal to the Union. The state was geographically important as a Border 
State. The Confederate forces believed if the war pushed into Maryland, the state would join 
the Confederacy. The Confederacy also hoped that a victory in a Union state would encourage 
European nations to join in a desperately needed alliance with the South. 
 
The outcome at Antietam was not what the Confederates had anticipated. There was not a 
significant Confederate following in Maryland to supplement the attack. It was instead the 
deadliest one-day battle in American history, with over 26,000 casualties. It was also shocking 
in that neither side, secured a victory. As Lee withdrew to the South, Union forces might have 
been able to end the entire war by pursuing the Confederates. However, the Union did not 
follow Lee, even though they outnumbered the Confederate forces two-to-one. The 
significance of the Battle of Antietam was that Lee's failure to win encouraged Lincoln to issue 
the Emancipation Proclamation. 
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The Battle of Gettysburg was fought in July 1863. Confederate General Robert E. Lee hoped 
once again that an invasion of Union territory would significantly weaken Northern support for 
the war effort. Lee's army was met by Union troops at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Approximately 
51,000 soldiers were killed during the three-day battle. It was the deadliest battle of the 
American Civil War. Geography played a key role in the outcome of this particular battle. The 
small town of Gettysburg is surrounded by steep hills and rugged terrain. Once the Union 
Forces secured the high ground, it was difficult for the Confederates to overpower the enemy 
due to their fortified location. After three deadly days of fighting, the Confederates retreated in 
defeat.  
 
Gettysburg marked the beginning of the end for the Confederate forces in the east. Lee gave up 
any further attempts to invade the Union territory. Four months later, Lincoln delivered his 
Gettysburg Address at the dedication of the Gettysburg National Cemetery. The geographic 
position of Gettysburg, being in the northern state of Pennsylvania and having a rugged 
topography, were key components of the battle there. 
 
The Battle of Vicksburg was fought over a span of two months from May through July 1863. 
Union General Ulysses S. Grant laid siege to Vicksburg, Mississippi because whoever controlled 
the high ground there in the bend of the Mississippi River would control traffic on the whole 
river. Grant, aided by naval actions along the mouth of the Mississippi River during the seven-
week siege, achieved one of the Union's major strategic goals in the west. Because the Union 
now controlled the Mississippi River, Confederate troops and supplies from Arkansas, Louisiana, 
and Texas were cut off from the East.  
 
This Union victory, coupled with the Union victory at Gettysburg, was the turning point of the 
war. The geographic significance of the Battle of Vicksburg is the proximity of the town to the 
logistically critical Mississippi River. The side that controlled the river had an incredible 
advantage in terms of transporting goods and soldiers. The Confederate loss of Vicksburg also 
meant they lost control of the Mississippi River and the ability to maneuver their forces and 
supplies efficiently. 
 
The Battle of Atlanta was fought from July through September 1864. Union General William 
Tecumseh Sherman besieged Atlanta, Georgia for six weeks before capturing the vitally 
important center of Confederate manufacturing and railway traffic. Geography made Atlanta a 
key location for the Confederate operation. The city had emerged as a transportation hub due 
to its location below the Appalachian Mountains and above the coastal plain. Atlanta, at the 
time of the Civil War, was one of the few locations in the South that had a significant 
concentration of railroad lines and industry.  
 
Sherman's goal was to disrupt the Confederacy's capacity to resupply its troops throughout the 
South. Therefore, Atlanta was his prime target. Union troops burned Atlanta to the ground, 
then marched across Georgia to the Atlantic Ocean, and on through the Carolinas. During the 
March to the Sea, Sherman and his men destroyed the railways, roads, and bridges along the 
path. The Union force also destroyed the crops and livestock they did not harvest and butcher 
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for their own nourishment. One result of this campaign that devastated the South was that the 
Confederates recognized that they would lose the war and the North recognized that it would 
win. Lincoln easily won reelection in 1864 against a candidate who wanted a truce with the 
Confederacy instead of pursuing the victory that was close at hand. 
 
SSUSH10 Identify legal, political, and social dimensions of Reconstruction. 
 
Reconstruction, 1865-1877, involved the rebuilding of the South after the Civil War and 
readmitting the Confederate states to the Union. It is important to consider three ways the 
South was rebuilt - legally (through Congressional mandate), politically (with the arrival of the 
Republican Party and the weakening of the Democratic Party), and the social changes brought 
about with the attempt to blend freedmen into Southern society. Southerners resisted these 
attempts to change the political and social structure of the South. This resistance gave rise to 
secret societies, which used violence and intimidation to break the political will of Blacks and 
their White sympathizers. Ultimately, the reconstruction of the South was brought to an end by 
economic necessity and the lack of political will of Northern politicians to continue the 
democratic experiment in the South. 
 
a. Compare and contrast Presidential Reconstruction with Congressional Reconstruction, 

including the significance of Lincoln’s assassination and Johnson’s impeachment. 
 
The end of the Civil War brought with it the monumental task of physically, politically, 
economically, and socially repairing the United States. Questions existed over how to most 
efficiently and effectively make this happen. There were two different approaches to 
Reconstruction. Presidential Reconstruction was the approach that promoted more leniency 
towards the South regarding plans for readmission to the Union. Congressional Reconstruction 
blamed the South and wanted retribution for causing the Civil War. Their approach required 
much more submission from the South as a condition for readmission to the Union. Both 
Presidential and Congressional Reconstruction plans recognized the importance of rebuilding all 
aspects of the nation. Where they differed was in the details for implementation.  
 
Reconstruction became a conflict between the Radical Republicans and Presidents Lincoln and 
Johnson, who proposed more moderate requirements for the former Confederate states. The 
Radical Republicans wanted to severely punish the South for the Civil War. Lincoln and the 
moderates wanted to bring the South into the Union quickly. The process of rebuilding the 
South began before the war ended. Presidential Reconstruction refers to when Lincoln 
proposed the Ten Percent Plan in 1863. This plan called on Southern states to complete three 
tasks in order to restore their status in the United States. First, they had to ratify the Thirteenth 
Amendment, which abolished slavery. Second, states had to repudiate secession. Third, when 
ten percent of the voters from 1860 had taken an oath of allegiance to the United States, that 
southern state would be restored to the Union. 
 
Radical Republicans objected to Lincoln’s plan saying the plan was too lenient and did not go far 
enough to protect the rights of the newly freed slaves. In response, they proposed the Wade-
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Davis Bill. In addition to ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment, the proposed law would 
have required 50% of the voters of a southern state to swear their loyalty to the United States. 
Southern supporters believed that this was an impossible task designed to keep the South 
dominated by Northern political interests. Lincoln vetoed the Wade Davis Bill. Before Lincoln 
could reintroduce his plan he was assassinated.  
 
Lincoln was shot and killed on April 14, 1865, just a few days after Robert E. Lee had 
surrendered at Appomattox. The assassination took place at Ford’s Theater in Washington, 
where Lincoln and his wife were attending a play. John Wilkes Booth was an actor who 
supported the Confederacy and shot the President in anger over the Southern loss in the Civil 
War. Lincoln was a skilled politician who was poised to negotiate a flexible solution to the 
Reconstruction issue. His assassination resulted in more turmoil and political wrangling. The 
chaos was in part due to the new President set to fill Lincoln’s untimely loss – Andrew Johnson.  
 
Andrew Johnson had been chosen by Abraham Lincoln to be Vice President for his second term 
in office. Johnson was a Democrat from Tennessee, who remained loyal to the Union during the 
Civil War even though he was a supporter of slavery. His loyalty to the Union was about 
bringing down the wealthy plantation owners. Johnson believed these aristocrats restricted the 
small farmers’ ability to make money. Johnson was added to Lincoln’s 1864 Presidential ticket 
because he was a Democrat from the South and would be a symbol of goodwill as the Civil War 
was coming to a close. Lincoln wanted to send a message of reconciliation. 
 
After the assassination of Lincoln, the Reconstruction task fell to the new President. Andrew 
Johnson's plan for Reconstruction was actually similar to Lincoln's. The new President sought to 
rapidly integrate Southern states back into the Union by appointing governors who would make 
the required political changes. There was significant opposition to this approach by Radical 
Republican members of Congress who wanted the South to be dealt with more harshly. The 
Congressional election of 1866 returned a Radical Republican majority to Congress. The group 
began pushing forward bills that favored their position and Johnson vetoed each one. Congress 
and Johnson were at odds with one another. The political struggle quickly escalated to a level 
not previously tested. 
 
In addition to vetoing Republican legislation that came to the White House for Johnson's 
signature, the President was also firing many Republicans from the executive offices they had 
held under Lincoln's administration. To preserve the Republican influence in the executive 
branch, Congress passed the Tenure of Office Act over Johnson's veto in 1867. This law required 
Senate approval before the President could remove a federal official or military commander 
from a position in the government. Johnson ignored the law and fired Republican Secretary of 
War Edwin Stanton from his post. Congress responded by impeaching Johnson for breaking a 
federal law, but ultimately failed to remove him from office by one vote. The impeachment 
hearings lasted months and sidetracked the more important Reconstruction efforts of the 
government. Because the Congress had a Radical Republican majority, they were able to 
overturn any veto Johnson issued on proposed legislation. Rather than remove the President, 
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the Radical Republicans simply waited out his term in office. This arrangement ushered in what 
is known as Congressional Reconstruction.  
 
The First Reconstruction Act, which was passed over Johnson's veto in 1867, divided the South 
into five military districts that were administered by military governors. The law turned the 
clock back on any Reconstruction measures passed by Southern states. To be readmitted to the 
Union, the Southern states were required to guarantee former male slaves and free Blacks 
suffrage. The states were also required to hold open elections for both White and Black 
representatives to the state constitutional convention. The purpose of the state constitutional 
conventions was to create new state constitutions that recognized the three Reconstruction 
amendments to the United States Constitution - the 13th, 14th, & 15th amendments. 
 
By 1870, all the former Confederate states had been re-admitted to the Union. Federal troops 
remained in the South to enforce the provisions of Reconstruction and to protect former slaves 
from mob violence. The Reconstruction process was contentious. Both Presidential and 
Congressional Reconstruction plans were intended to repair the badly fractured nation - 
politically, physically, and socially. However, the plans differed on how harshly the South should 
be treated. Presidents Lincoln and Johnson favored a more lenient approach. The Radical 
Republicans of the Congress wanted harsh punishment against the South for causing the war. 
 
b. Investigate the efforts of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (the 

Freedmen’s Bureau) to support poor whites, former slaves, and American Indians. 
 
In March 1865, Congress created the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands in 
order to ease freed slaves' transition from enslavement to freedom. The Bureau is often 
referred to simply as the Freedmen's Bureau. In addition to supporting former slaves in 
beginning their new lives, the Bureau was also intended to help the vast numbers of homeless 
Whites who had been displaced or lost their property during the war. The federal government 
was operating as a relief agency tasked with overseeing the social welfare of the nation's 
citizens. 
 
In addition to assisting with basic needs such as food, clothing, shelter, and medical assistance, 
the Freedmen's Bureau was also responsible for introducing a system of free labor, overseeing 
approximately 3,000 schools for freed persons, settling disputes and enforcing contracts 
between the typically White landowners and their Black labor force, and securing justice for 
Blacks in state courts. The Bureau also worked to reunite families and The Freedmen’s Bureau 
legalize the marriages of former slaves. 
 
One of the greatest areas of success attributed to the Freedmen's Bureau is the basic education 
it provided to approximately 200,000 Blacks. During slavery, it was illegal in most Southern 
states to teach slaves to read and write. White Southerners were worried that literate slaves 
would be better able to communicate to plan rebellion or to read newspapers reporting on the 
abolitionist efforts. Once the Civil War was over, it was essential that former slaves develop 
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basic reading and math skills in order to not be taken advantage of when negotiating work 
contracts with White landowners.  
 
While the Freedmen's Bureau did help some former slaves acquire land unclaimed by its pre-
war owners, Congress did not grant land or the absolute right to own land to all freed slaves. 
Such land grants would have provided Blacks some level of economic independence. Without it, 
and with few skills outside of farming, the newly freed slaves had few options other than 
entering the sharecropping, crop lien, or tenant farming system, where they often ended up 
working for former slaveholders in conditions very similar to slavery.  
 
Most of those people helped by the Freedmen's Bureau were Black. However, some White 
Southerners also received ration assistance for food and clothing. There is also some evidence 
in the detailed records kept by the Freedmen's Bureau that some American Indians drew 
rations from the agency. The records document some Cherokee and Creek tribal members on 
the ration rolls.  
 
As in the case of land grants, the Bureau lacked any enforcement authority on its own and lost 
its remaining ability to carry out its mission when Federal troops were withdrawn from the 
South. The lack of adequate funding restricted the number of agents working in the South. A 
Freedmen's Bureau agent was often the only Northern government representative in a former 
Confederate community. The agent was often harassed and threatened. Most White 
Southerners refused to support the Bureau's objectives and Northern politicians neglected to 
give it financial support, thus causing its demise. The Freedmen's Bureau ceased operation in 
1872. 
 
c. Describe the significance of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth amendments. 
 
The Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth amendments are collectively referred to as the 
Reconstruction Amendments. They effectively ended slavery, extended citizenship, and allowed 
voting rights for former (male) slaves. These amendments are significant because they establish 
a federal mandate concerning the end of slavery in the United States. Even with these 
amendments to the United States Constitution, many states in the South passed Black Codes, or 
Jim Crow Laws, that restricted Blacks and denied them true equality.  
 
The Thirteenth Amendment was adopted in 1865 and is very direct concerning the end of 
slavery in the United States. The amendment reads, "Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except as a punishment for a crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction." Because the amendment 
ended slavery, it made null the provisions for slavery within the original Constitution. The 
overturned policies included a fugitive slave clause requiring runaway slaves to be returned to 
their owners and the 3/5 Compromise concerning the count of slaves as part of a state's 
population for representation in the Congress.  
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The Fourteenth Amendment was adopted in 1868 and is a little more complex than the 
Thirteenth amendment, which banned slavery. There are two main provisions in the 
amendment. First, it declares that all people born or naturalized to the United States are 
citizens. As a Reconstruction Amendment, this provision meant that former slaves were indeed 
citizens of the United States. The second provision of the Fourteenth Amendment requires that 
states protect the rights of all United States citizens. States are expected to provide “equal 
protection of the laws” and “due process of law.” This particular amendment is still often used 
by civil rights activists to defend against discrimination.  
 
The Fifteenth Amendment was adopted in 1869. The text of this amendment is also very brief. 
The amendment reads, “The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude.” The second section adds, “The Congress shall have the power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.” The Fifteenth Amendment did little to limit the effects of poll taxes, 
the grandfather clause, and literacy tests implemented in Southern states to block Blacks from 
voting after Reconstruction ended. It was not until the 1950s and 1960s that Black Codes were 
struck down by Supreme Court rulings and Congressional legislation. An example of legislation 
that struck down discriminatory state policies was the Voting Rights Act of 1965 passed by the 
United States Congress.  
 
The Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments are together known as the 
Reconstruction amendments. They were intended to establish policy at the national level 
regarding the end of slavery and the process for ensuring a protection of rights for former 
slaves. Even with the power of these amendments, the Black population of the United States 
did not experience true equality until almost 100 years later with the passage of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court ruling in 1954. 
 
d. Explain the Black Codes, the Ku Klux Klan, and other forms of resistance to racial equality 

during Reconstruction. 
 
In the South, resistance to Reconstruction took several forms. Many White southern citizens 
refused to participate politically in opposition to the outcome of the Civil War. Southern states 
passed harsh laws that restricted the economic and political rights of freedmen. Racial equality 
was not fully achieved during Reconstruction.  
 
Black Codes were enacted by many Southern states immediately after the Civil War. These state 
level laws were designed to regulate relations between White Southerners and newly freed 
slaves. While recognizing some rights, such as legalized marriage, ownership of property, and 
limited access to the courts, Black Codes denied Blacks the rights to testify against Whites, to 
serve on juries or in state militias, to vote, and to express legal concern publicly. Also the Codes 
were an attempt by plantation owners to secure the labor supply lost as a result of the 
Thirteenth Amendment by requiring all Blacks to provide proof of employment or be forced to 
work for White land owners. Black Codes enraged Northern Congressmen and the public who 
saw the laws as a re-introduction of slavery.  
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The Ku Klux Klan was founded in 1866. It was originally a Confederate veterans’ club but quickly 
became an organization closely associated with the worst forms of violence and intimidation. 
Initially, the Klan tried to scare Blacks into compliance and keep them from voting. When this 
method did not work Klan members attacked Northern Whites who came South. The racist 
organization also targeted Southern Whites who tried to support Reconstruction, and Blacks 
who were educated and participated in community affairs. Eventually, anyone who Klan 
members disliked could be attacked, beaten, or brutally murdered, often in front of family 
members.  
 
Resistance to the Klan was difficult due to a lack of weapons among Blacks and control of the 
court system by the KKK sympathizers. Some states, notably Arkansas, Tennessee, and Texas 
successfully broke up the Klan with special police forces. Eventually, the Federal government 
used the Enforcement Acts to break up Klan activities. By 1872, Klan violence had greatly 
lessened as some Southern leaders urged the Klan to step down because federal troops would 
stay in the South as long as Blacks needed protection from society. The Ku Klux Klan re-
emerged in earnest after Reconstruction ended and the federal soldiers were no longer in the 
South to provide protection. 
 
e. Analyze how the Presidential Election of 1876 marked the end of Reconstruction. 
 
The period of Reconstruction has a definite beginning and a definite end. The efforts of the 
Federal government to direct the rebuilding of the physical, social, and economic features of 
the United States began at the conclusion of the Civil War and ended with Rutherford B. Hayes’ 
election to the Presidency in 1876. Without federal government oversight, racial equality was 
not protected in the South. Political and economic factors contributed to the federal 
government’s abandonment of Reconstruction.  
 
By the mid-1870s, there had been a change in state level politics in the South. The White 
Southerners who had refrained from voting and participating in government began to reclaim 
their position of dominance in state level politics. Until this point, Black Republicans had held 
many elected positions in Southern state legislatures following the Civil War. The 
Reconstruction amendments had guaranteed citizenship and voting rights for former slaves. 
The federal government’s military occupation of the South during the period of Reconstruction 
between 1865 and 1877 had helped to guarantee the safety of Blacks and allowed them to 
safely vote in many states. The result was the election of approximately 2,000 Black candidates 
to state, local, and even United State Senate positions. In fact, South Carolina’s majority slave 
population before the Civil War meant that the former slaves who exercised the right to vote in 
the state after the war held tremendous power. This was especially true since White voters 
across the South were refusing to participate in elections as a form of protest over their loss in 
the Civil War. The political power of Black Republicans in the South was brief and came to an 
end with the 1877 end of Reconstruction. 
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In the Presidential election of 1876, the Democrats nominated Samuel J. Tilden and the 
Republicans nominated Rutherford B. Hayes to be their candidates. The campaign was a bitter 
one. Tilden won the popular vote by 260,000 votes, but failed to carry a majority of the 
Electoral College votes. The Electoral votes in four states (Florida, Louisiana, Oregon, and South 
Carolina) were disputed. A special federal commission was appointed to sort out the Electoral 
College dispute. The commission awarded the Republican, Hayes, the election along straight 
party lines. Democrats in Congress threatened to filibuster the vote count.  
 
To stem the crisis, Hayes met with Democratic members of the House of Representatives and 
worked out the Compromise of 1877. In exchange for Democrats’ support, Hayes agreed to 
support internal improvements for the South, appoint a Southerner to the Cabinet, and 
withdraw federal troops from the South. A key factor in the North’s willingness to abandon 
Reconstruction efforts was the economy. The nation was faced with an economic downturn in 
the 1870s and the Reconstruction expenses put a significant strain on the federal government. 
The North viewed themselves as solely financing the military occupation and relief programs 
such as the Freedmen’s Bureau. Ending Reconstruction was a way to cut expenses.  
 
Shortly after his inauguration in March of 1877, President Hayes ordered the removal of federal 
troops from the South. Republican dominated state governments collapsed across the South 
and Blacks were slowly disenfranchised by state laws. Reconstruction had ended. 


