
U.S. Entry into World War II Document Analysis 

Read sources A to D and answer questions 1- 4. 

The sources and questions relate to President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s position on American 

isolationism and intervention during the course of World War II.  

Source A 

Known as the “Quarantine Speech”, the following speech by Franklin D. Roosevelt was given in 

Chicago at the dedication of a bridge and is a call for international cooperation to isolate 

aggressor nations (October 5, 1937).  

It is true that the moral consciousness of the world must recognize the importance of removing 

injustices and well-founded grievances; but at the same time it must be aroused to the cardinal 

[fundamental] necessity of honoring sanctity of treaties, of respecting the rights and liberties of others 

and of putting an end to acts of international aggression. 

It seems to be unfortunately true that the epidemic of world lawlessness is spreading.  

When an epidemic of physical disease starts to spread, the community approves and joins in a 

quarantine of the patients in order to protect the health of the community against the spread of the 

disease.  

It is my determination to pursue a policy of peace. It is my determination to adopt every practicable 

measure to avoid involvement in war. It ought to be inconceivable that in this modern era, and in the 

face of experience, any nation could be so foolish and ruthless as to run the risk of plunging the whole 

world into war by invading and violating, in contravention of solemn treaties, the territory of other 

nations that have done them no real harm and are too weak to protect themselves adequately. Yet the 

peace of the world and the welfare and security of every nation, including our own, is today being 

threatened by that very thing. […] 

War is a contagion, whether it be declared or undeclared. It can engulf states and peoples remote from 

the original scene of hostilities. We are determined to keep out of war, yet we cannot insure ourselves 

against the disastrous effects of war and the dangers of involvement. We are adopting such measures 

as will minimize our risk of involvement, but we cannot have complete protection in a world of disorder 

in which confidence and security have broken down. […] 

America hates war. America hopes for peace. Therefore, America actively engages in the search for 

peace. 

 

Source B 

Franklin Roosevelt’s “The Great Arsenal of Democracy” speech was delivered to the American 

people via radio broadcast on December 29, 1940.   

Nine days ago I announced the setting up of a more effective organization to direct our gigantic efforts 

to increase the production of munitions. The appropriation of vast sums of money and a well-

coordinated executive direction of our defense efforts are not in themselves enough. Guns, planes, 

ships and many other things have to be built in the factories and the arsenals of America. They have to 

be produced by workers and managers and engineers with the aid of machines which in turn have to be 



built by hundreds of thousands of workers throughout the land. In this great work there has been 

splendid cooperation between the government and industry and labor. And I am very thankful. 

But all of our present efforts are not enough. We must have more ships, more guns, more planes more 

of everything. And this can be accomplished only if we discard the notion of "business as usual." […] 

The possible consequences of failure of our defense efforts now are much more to be feared. And after 

the present needs of our defense are past, a proper handling of the country's peacetime needs will 

require all of the new productive capacity, if not still more. No pessimistic policy about the future of 

America shall delay the immediate expansion of those industries essential to defense. We need them. 

We must be the great arsenal of democracy. 

For us this is an emergency as serious as war itself. We must apply ourselves to our task with the same 

resolution, the same sense of urgency, the same spirit of patriotism and sacrifice as we would show 

were we at war. 

We have no excuse for defeatism. We have every good reason for hope – hope for peace, yes, and 

hope for the defense of our civilization and for the building of a better civilization in the future. I have the 

profound conviction that the American people are now determined to put forth a mightier effort than 

they have ever yet made to increase our production of all the implements of defense, to meet the threat 

to our democratic faith. 

 

Source C 

Franklin Roosevelt’s annual message to Congress delivered on January 6, 1941 is also known 

as the “Four Freedoms” speech.  

Armed defense of democratic existence is now being gallantly waged in four continents. If that defense 

fails, all the population and all the resources of Europe, Asia, Africa and Australasia will be dominated 

by the conquerors. Let us remember that the total of those populations and their resources in those four 

continents greatly exceeds the sum total of the population and the resources of the whole of the 

Western Hemisphere many times over. […] 

Let us say to the democracies: We Americans are vitally concerned in your defense of freedom. We are 

putting forth our energies, our resources and our organizing powers to give you the strength to regain 

and maintain a free world. We shall send you, in ever increasing numbers, ships, planes, tanks, guns. 

This is our purpose and our pledge. 

The Nation takes great satisfaction and much strength from the things which have been done to make 

its people conscious of their individual stake in the preservation of democratic life in America. Those 

things have toughened the fibre of our people, have renewed their faith and strengthened their devotion 

to the institutions we make ready to protect. 

Equality of opportunity for youth and for others. Jobs for those who can work. Security for those who 

need it. The ending of special privilege for the few. The preservation of civil liberties for all. 

This nation has placed its destiny in the hands and heads and hearts of its millions of free men and 

women; and its faith in freedom under the guidance of God. Freedom means the supremacy of human 

rights everywhere. Our support goes to those who struggle to gain those rights or keep them. Our 

strength is our unity of purpose. To that high concept there can be no end save victory. 



Source D 

The following speech by Franklin Roosevelt to Congress was delivered the day after the 

Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor (December 8, 1941).  

Yesterday, December 7, 1941 — a date which will live in infamy — the United States of America was 

suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan. 

The United States was at peace with that nation, and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in 

conversation with its government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in the 

Pacific. […] 

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was 

deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the Japanese 

Government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and expressions 

of hope for continued peace. 

The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe damage to American naval and 

military forces. I regret to tell you that very many American lives have been lost. In addition, American 

ships have been reported torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and Honolulu. […] 

Japan has therefore undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area. The facts of 

yesterday and today speak for themselves. The people of the United States have already formed their 

opinions and well understand the implications to the very life and safety of our nation. […] 

I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we will not only 

defend ourselves to the uttermost but will make it very certain that this form of treachery shall never 

again endanger us. 

Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory and our interests are in 

grave danger. 

With confidence in our armed forces, with the unbounding determination of our people, we will gain the 

inevitable triumph, so help us God. 

I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, 

December 7, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United States and the Japanese Empire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answers to the following must be typed and submitted to TurnItIn. 

 

1. What was the intent or purpose of the author in the writing of each document (Source A-

D)? What events were occurring in the United States and abroad when each document 

was written? (You may create a bulleted list or a chart to collect this information.) 

 

2. (2-3 sentences each) 

(a) Why, according to Source A, must America maintain peace? What analogy or 

comparison is being made? 

(b) What does Source B suggest about the relationship between the United States 

and the rest of the world at the time it was written? 

 

3. Compare and contrast what Sources A and C reveal about American isolationism. (1-2 

paragraphs) 

 

4.  With reference to its origin, purpose and content, analyze the value and limitations of 

Source D for an historian studying the causes of U.S. entry into World War II. (1-2 

paragraphs) 

  

For your reference as you complete #4 above:  

OPVL 

   

What is the  

Origin? 

• Who created it? Who is the author? 

• What occupation did the author have? 

• When was it created? When was it published? 

• Where is the document from? What country, state, or city? 

• Is it a primary or secondary source? 
 

 

What is the  

Purpose? 

• Why does this document exist? 

• Why did the author create this piece of work? What is the intent? 

• Who is the intended audience?  

 

What is the  

Value? 

  

• What can we learn from this document? 

• What can we tell about the author from the piece? 

• What can we tell about the time period from the piece? 

• What does it reveal about society? Education? Government? Work? Home?  

• What can we tell about any controversies from the piece? 

 

What are the  
Limitations? 
 

• At what point does this source cease to be of value to us as historians? 

• What part of the story can we NOT tell from this document? 

• What does the author leave out and why does he/she leave it out (if you know)? 

• What is purposely not addressed? 

 


